
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 
  

 

 Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Pauline Chrostowski  

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges (Mon/Wed/Fri) 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

  

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Beverley Mattiske, Margaret Collins,  Shirley Steele, Tommy McNally, Bill Hayden 
  Fr Len Helm, Mario Skofic,  Judith Salway, Clara Dredge, Josie Fenech, 

           Prayers for the sick Mavis Stubbs, Neville  Smith, Bill Micallef 
Michael Murphy (Figtree), Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Alison Baxendale 
Antoinette Sakr, Kerrie Maidment, Josephine Moran,  
 Tonina Volpato, Goran Andersson 

THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B) — 20 OCT 2024 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 21 Oct 

 
Mass:                    7am 
 

 

Tues 22 Oct 
St John Paul II, pope 

No Mass today Communion service: 7:45am 

Wed 23 Oct 
St John of Capistrano, 

priest 
No Mass today 

Adoration: 4:30pm 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:15pm 
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 24 Oct 
St Anthony Claret, 

bishop 
No Mass today Mass: 7:45am 

Fri 25 Oct No Mass today Mass: 9:30am 

Sat 26 Oct 

Rosary 7am 
Mass:                   7:30am 
Reconciliation: 11am  
Mass:                   6pm     

Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am  

Sun 27 Oct 
Mass: 8am 
Mass: 10am (Polish) 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
unanderra@dow.org.au / 4271 1068 

Monday: 8:30am-1:30pm 
Tuesday: Closed 
Wednesday: 8:30am-1:30pm  
Thursday: Closed 
Friday: 8:30am-3:30pm 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

Message from Fr Duane 
 

This is World Mission Sunday, and our annual opportunity to support the work of Catholic Mission by prayer and financial 
donations. This year’s focus is the work of the Church in Mongolia, where homelessness is a serious issue especially for people 
with disabilities, victims of domestic abuse, and other reasons, made worse with the harsh winters. You can support this vital 
work with a one-off or ongoing donation by using the appeal envelope or going online at catholicmission.org.au/mongolia. Your 
gift will also assist many other Church programs around the world.  

This Friday 25th October is our deadline for collating expressions of interest in “Connect Groups” before launching the next steps 
with this initiative. Don’t forget to register your interest so that we can get in touch with you to answer any questions you have, 
and place you in a group and time most suitable for you. Use this QR code, or https://tinyurl.com/connectgroups2024 or contact 
the parish office. 

You might notice new tap point devices at both doors of the church. These were provided by the Diocese due to the 3G network 
no longer being viable, however they are also much more user friendly. You will note that they have a number of standard 
options of how much you may wish to donate, as well as a “custom” option if you would like to enter a different amount. All 
donations go to supporting the ongoing expenses of the parish (including insurance costs, repairs and maintenance, salaries, 
parish initiatives, and more). Our Parish Finance Council has been very faithful in their stewardship of our resources, however 
parish expenses have still been exceeding our income each year since Covid, so every donation will be most appreciated. 

 
SAFEGUARDING UPDATE 

Thank you to all who attended the Safeguarding Training Session last Saturday. There was excellent feedback about the 
presentation given by Kathleen from the Diocesan Office of Professional Standards and Safeguarding (OPPS). Thank you to our 
Parish Safeguarding Team for all the work they have done during this past year, including preparing for this training session, and 
for their continued commitment lead our ongoing review and continuous improvement of our safeguarding practices. From this 
weekend, we are implementing a new “Sacristy Safeguarding Checklist”, and a “Sign-in Register” for altar servers and adults 
working in the sacristy, developed by our parish safeguarding team and approved by the Diocesan OPPS. If anyone has any 
questions, concerns or suggestions about safeguarding, please don’t hesitate to contact me or the Diocesan OPSS at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428  

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
Every day for several weeks, no matter how hard I tried, I could not help but cry when I prayed daily the Lord’s Prayer at Mass.  

I was in a third world country and my ministry was to work with the people of the city’s garbage dump. The dump was ‘home’ for 
3,500 families who had moved there in the hope of a better life. The only means of 
making any money was to scavenge for a living. 

I could not help but cry when we prayed the words, ‘give us this day our daily bread.’ 
Metres away from the church, which was built in the middle of the garbage dump, these 
people were foraging for a living. I was praying for a miracle that seemed beyond 
possible.  

Many years later I still think of those who do not have what I take for granted.  

What sentence in the Our Father touches your heart? Who do you need to hold in your 
prayer? What practical way today are you able to be with those far less fortunate than 
yourself? Would you want your children to have to live like these children in the photo? 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 19 Oct Church Cleaning McInerney Family  

Sat 19 Oct Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 19 Oct M Rodwell  T Chicharo   

8am 20 Oct D Browne  A Arnone 
Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters S Alessi, H Murphy  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 26 Oct Church Cleaning Volunteers needed please 

Sat 26 Oct Lawns Fernandez, Milan , Broeckmann, Oliphant  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 26 Oct N O”Donoghue    

8am 27 Oct M Matos  A Kelly  
Sandra & Lisa 

Michielin, Ella Alessi  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/mongolia
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-hRjn_85ykJl3kPvZV7EqfZkWR4_lDLqXWXx2bMHwJ9uttg/viewform


PARISH NEWS 

 
October rosary - before/after Mass 
During the month of October, the rosary will be 
recited either before or after Mass.  
The rosary times for next week are: 
Day           Date         B/A Mass      Mystery       Leader     Feasts/Other 
Mon          21/10   A  (8:30am)   Joyful            Mark        
Tue            22/10       At home        Sorrowful                     St John Paul II  
Wed          23/10       At home        Glorious          
Thu            24/10       At home        Luminous       
Fri              25/10       At home        Sorrowful             
Sat             26/10       B  (7am)         Joyful             Mark 
Sat             26/10       B (5:30pm)    Joyful             Mary 
Sun            27/10       B (7:30am)   Glorious    Colleen/Coral  30th Sunday of OT 
 
Alpha - “Come and See” evening - Wed 23 Oct 
Alpha is for everyone – from those who have never 
considered faith, to lifelong Catholics. Registration 
for this one-off Come and See evening is essential 
for catering purposes – to register you can use the 
QR code, or contact the parish office. 
 
Becoming Catholic 
We are beginning our next season of “R.C.I.A”, the “Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults”. If you or anyone you know might 
be interested in becoming Catholic, please contact Fr Duane or 
the parish office, and we will get in touch to chat about what 
this might look like. 
 
November Masses - book of remembrance 
As we prepare for November as the month of praying for all 
souls, please email the Parish office with any names of the 
deceased that you would like to be included in the parish book 
of remembrance, with the subject “November Masses” 
 
Joint Parish Social night - 6pm 22 Nov 
Please join us at Figtree Sports Club at 6pm 
Friday 22 November for the next joint 
Parish social night with St Therese Parish. 
RSVP to the parish office 4271 1068 or 
unanderra@dow.org.au 
 
Connect Groups 

This is a new initiative where relaxed small 
groups of about 10-12 people can gather (in 
parish spaces to begin with) to meet fortnightly 
for spiritual reflection, friendship and prayer, 
enabling people to go deeper in their 
relationships with God and with one another.  

You can register your interest, and potential availabilities, by: 
1. going to this link https://tinyurl.com/connectgroups2024; or 
2. contacting the parish office; or 
3. Using the QR code  
 
Christmas day lunch at St Therese Parish Centre 
We have begun planning for our Christmas Day Lunch, for 
anyone who might need food or company on Christmas Day. 
This is a joint initiative of Unanderra and West Wollongong 
parishes. The first of these events was filled with blessings for 
volunteers and guests alike last Christmas. If 
you would like to volunteer your services in 
any way, you can register your details and how 
you would like to contribute through the QR 
code or this link https://tinyurl.com/
christmasdaylunch2024  
 
Parish Finances - week ending 13 October 2024   
$870 First Collection  - Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$437 Second collection  - Parish expenses 
$210 Tap Point donations 
$561 Planned giving envelopes 
$535 Direct debits (weekly average from Sept). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 20 October 2024  
On the Journey this week. Fr Brian Lucas on 
service and compassion for World Mission 
Sunday. Mother Hilda’s story on the power of 
prayer and forgiveness in difficult situations. Plus, 
Fr Tony Percy, Pete Gilmore, and Fr Mike 
Delaney. Listen at jcr.org.au   

A VOCATION VIEW  
Greatness in the Kingdom is found not in ruling and lordship, 
but in service. Daily, we must put the needs of the 
other before our own. (Mark 10:35-45)  
 If you want to talk about your vocation, please 
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane 
Fernandez at  vocations@dow.org.au  

MISSION SUNDAY APPEAL 
CATHOLIC MISSION 

This week, you’re invited to partner with the Church in  
Mongolia to help deliver essential services to people who 
need it most. Lack of access and social stigma mean that 
some of the most vulnerable people are not getting the sup-
port they require.  
The House of Mercy will provide a haven for many people, 
including those affected by homelessness and domestic  
violence. Without your partnership, people in need will go 
without the assistance they require. During World Mission 
Sunday, we are called to “Invite others to the banquet”, and 
we invite you to share the warmth of God’s love with our 
brothers and sisters who need it most in Mongolia.  
You can support this work by using the appeal envelope, go-
ing online at catholicmission.org.au/mongolia. Your gift will 
also assist many other Church programs around the world. 
Freecall: 1800 257 296  

CROSS + GENERATION  
TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM  

This program is a partnership between CatholicCare, Catholic 
Education DoW, Corpus Christi (Oak Flats) and Holy Spirit  
College (Bellambi). The program pairs students with seniors 
to assist you with technology. Bring in your device, either 
your phone, laptop or tablet and the students will assist you 
with becoming more confident and familiar with downloading 
apps, sending messages, using google maps. 
AVAILABLE SESSIONS: Corpus Christi, Oak Flats  
Friday 25 Oct, 8 Nov, 22 Nov and 6 Dec - 11am-1.30pm  
Holy Spirit College, Bellambi  
Thursday 24 Oct, 7 Nov, 21 Nov, 5 Dec - 10am-11am  
Please contact Jane Hollier at CatholicCare on 0417 018152 or 
janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au  

PRAYERS FOR FR DAVID CATTERALL, 
AND DUYET LE, FATHER OF SINH LE 

Please pray for Fr David Catterall, who has been battling  
cancers for most of his life, and sadly has now been diagnosed 
with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia. Given the seriousness of his 
diagnosis, Fr David has resigned as parish priest of Oran Park. 
Bishop Brian Mascord is inviting the whole Diocese to pray a 
Novena of healing for Fr David through the intercession of St 
Mary MacKillop and Eileen O’Connor. Copies of these prayers 
are available in our Parish Facebook page, and via the emailed 
bulletin, or else you can contact our parish office for a copy. 
If you wish to contact Fr David please do so via email or post 
through the Oran Park Parish office (oranpark@dow.org.au | 
PO BOX 889, Narellan NSW 2567).  
 
Please also continue to pray for Duyet Le, the father of our 
seminarian Sinh Le. Duyet is still seriously ill in Vietnam, and 
our continued prayers for him, Sinh and the family are greatly 
appreciated. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-hRjn_85ykJl3kPvZV7EqfZkWR4_lDLqXWXx2bMHwJ9uttg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU4likGIswaY_Mob1mELeU5z4sxqqAiwTH_S49hqAn5ZpiMA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU4likGIswaY_Mob1mELeU5z4sxqqAiwTH_S49hqAn5ZpiMA/viewform
https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/journey-radio/
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/mongolia


 20 OCTOBER - THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading - Isaiah 53:10-11   If he offers his life in atonement, he shall see his heirs and have a long life. 

The Lord has been pleased to crush his servant with suffering. 
If he offers his life in atonement, 

he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life 
and through him what the Lord wishes will be done. 

His soul’s anguish over, 
he shall see the light and be content. 

By his sufferings shall my servant justify many, 
taking their faults on himself. 

 
Responsorial Psalm - Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 1.  The word of the Lord is faithful 
    and all his works to be trusted. 
  The Lord loves justice and right 
    and fills the earth with his love.  R. 
 2. The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
    on those who hope in his love, 
  to rescue their souls from death, 
    to keep them alive in famine.   R. 
 3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
   The Lord is our help and our shield. 
  May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
    as we place all our hope in you.  R. 
 
 
 
Second Reading -  Hebrews 4:14-16  Let us be confident in approaching the throne of grace. 
Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the supreme high priest who has gone through to the highest heaven, we must never let go 
of the faith that we have professed. For it is not as if we had a high priest who was incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us; but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way that we are, though he is without sin. Let us be confident, then, in approaching 
the throne of grace, that we shall have mercy from him and find grace when we are in need of help. .  
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! The Son of Man came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for all.  Alleluia 

  

 

 

Gospel - Mark 10:35 - 45   The son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for all. 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Jesus. ‘Master,’ they said to him ‘we want you to do us a favour.’ He said to 
them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one at your right hand and the other at your left in 
your glory.’ ‘You do not know what you are asking’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I must drink, or be baptised with 
the baptism with which I must be baptised?’ They replied, ‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, 
and with the baptism with which I must be baptised you shall be baptised, but as for seats at my right hand or my left, these are 
not mine to grant; they belong to those to whom they have been allotted.’ 
  When the other ten heard this they began to feel indignant with James and John, so Jesus called them to him and said to them, 
‘You know that among the pagans their so‐called rulers lord it over them, and their great men make their authority felt. This is not 
to happen among you. No; anyone who wants to become great among you must be your servant, and anyone who wants to be first 
among you must be slave to all. For the Son of Man himself did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.’ 


