
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Eleanore Soler Jimenez Bonnie Miller, Bernard Gillis,  Frank Toohey 
    Brian Henderson, Ben Graham, Kathleen McGuiness, 

              Prayers for the sick   Francis Murphy, Geoff Goodwin,  
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Sally Archer      Geraldine Dries, Joyce Cundy 
John Packham, Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 3 AUGUST 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 4 Aug 
St John Vianney, priest 

Rosary & silent prayer 8am - 9am  

Tues 5 Aug 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 6 Aug 
The Transfiguration  

of the Lord 

Rosary & silent prayer 8am - 9am 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Communion Service: 5:30pm 
(Deacon Joseph) 

Thurs 7 Aug 
St Sixtus II, pope,  

martyr & companions 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 8 Aug 
St Mary of the Cross 

Rosary & silent prayer 8am - 9am 
Communion service: 7:45am 
(Deacon Joseph) 

Sat 9 Aug 
St Teresa Benedicta of 

the Cross,  
virgin, martyr 

Rosary & silent prayer 8am - 9am 
Mass:                   5pm  

Sun 10 Aug 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Standing in line at the checkout I couldn’t help but notice the prosthetics of the man in front of 
me. He was a young person. We started chatting. He was glancing at the dairy display which did 
include speciality items that would have been new to many of us. I quietly pondered what may 
have been his story.  

I said, ‘ You must be a very brave man.’ He replied, ‘I don’t try all these products.’ I was very much 
taken back. Here was I indirectly referring to the story of his artificial legs and he was referring to 
trying the dairy products on display.  

He could have felt deeply sorry for himself and felt the world owed him everything, but no, he 
wasn’t even conscious of his prosthetics. He was living the ordinary everyday life.  

Are you tempted to be self-focussed? Feel sorry for yourself? Feel the world owes you so much? 
Or are you like this young man. He has a life to live. He just gets on with it, obviously accepting 
whatever comes his way. In my eyes he is a very brave man. 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 
Fr Duane will return from his time of annual leave on Saturday 9th August at the 5pm Vigil Mass at Unanderra.   

 From that point on, the usual weekday Sacramental timetable will also recommence,  

beginning with 8am Mass at Unanderra on Monday 11th August.   

August Church Washing Susan Adams 

Sat 2 Aug Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis  

Sat 2 Aug Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 2 Aug T Chicharo  S Adams  

8am 3 Aug C Lyon G Simmonite  
Sandra Michelin,     

Anne Vaasen 

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
August Church Washing Susan Adams 

Sat 9 Aug Church Cleaning F Fernandez, B Rice, R Tassone, N Dunne  

Sat 9 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 9 Aug M Rodwell  B Farraway  

8am 10 Aug M Matos  J Sharwood  
Kylie & Molly Hertsch, 

Gemma Farrugia  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  

HEAR FROM POPE LEO XIV  
Sunday Echo is a limited-release resource the Diocese has developed, using the Holy Father's most recent homily or  
reflection and accompanying discussion questions.  
 
Each issue will be released the day after Pope Leo XIV gives a homily or reflection on the most recent Sunday  
Gospel readings. Go to https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ to access or sign up to have sent straight 
to you.  

https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/


PARISH NEWS 
Celebrant for Sunday Mass: 
This weekend’s priests: Saturday 5pm Monsignor Bryan Jones 
Sunday 8am Monsignor David O’Brien 

 
Morning Tea - Sunday 2 August 
Morning tea will be served after 8am mass this 
Sunday.  Everyone is invited to join us in St 
Joseph’s Room for a cuppa and a chat.  
 

Diocesan celebration of the Solemnity of St Mary MacKillop.  
All parishioners are warmly invited to the 12:10 pm Mass at St 
Francis Xavier Cathedral on Friday, 8th August.  
This Mass will be the Diocesan celebration of the Solemnity of 
St Mary MacKillop.  You are invited to share in a cuppa and 
light refreshments after the Mass. Should you require 
transport please contact Sr Kerry. 
  
Parish Dinner - 6pm Friday 8 August 2025 

The next Parish dinner will be 6pm Friday 8 
August at Figtree Sports Club. Please RSVP 
to the Parish office by phone or email so 
that we can reserve tables. 
 

Invitation - Darren McDowell Ordination to Diaconate 
It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I invite you to 
attend my ordination to the Diaconate occurring on Saturday 
23rd August, 10am at St Francis Xavier Cathedral Wollongong. 
This will be a wonderful celebration for myself and for our 
Diocese. Please RSVP at https://www.sjec.org.au/darren so 
that we can arrange appropriate catering for the light lunch 
which will follow the mass. 
 
Vinnies News 

We have all seen the news this week of innocents 
starving in Gaza. It is easy to lose hope when faced 
with these horrors. We think “what can we do?” 
The Vinnies group invite you to turn towards HOPE. 
This week let’s join together to notice and respond 

to ”starvation” here in Unanderra. There is “starvation” of 
connection - culture - purpose - opportunity. We can bring 
hope more than we think; a smile, a hello, a helping hand, a 
donation to someone asking for help. 
 
Silver circle results  week 10 
1st.  C  Dean, 2nd. R Wilson 
This was the last week for the silver circle, congratulations to 
all winners & thank you to all who participated, it was very 
much appreciated. 
 
Carmelite meeting - Saturday 9 August 2025 
The next meeting of the Lay Carmelites will be Saturday 9 Aug 
10:30am in St Joseph’s meeting room. All are welcome 
 
New Youth Group: “Revive Youth” - 7pm Fridays 
Revive Youth meet fortnightly on Fridays at St Therese Parish 
Centre from 7pm to 9pm. All high school aged young people 
are welcome to attend. For more info please contact  
reviveyouth25@gmail.com 
 
STIC Young Adults –August recess 
STIC Young Adults is in recess during August. 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our WhatsApp for regular updates. See you in Sept! 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 27 July 2025   
$815 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$523 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$382 Tap Point donations 
$300 Planned giving envelopes 
$595 Direct debits (weekly average from June). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  

 
Recycling bins - $757 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations  

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 3 August 2025  

On The Journey This Week: Fr James McCarthy says Jesus 
challenges by asking, “And this hoard of yours—whose will it 
be then?”. Mother Hilda urges us to recognize and respond to 
the suffering of children in conflict zones. Bishop Tony Percy 
says there’s a spiritual meaning and value of human work. 
Trish McCarthy says being creative with 
modelling clay is a metaphor for God in our life, 
and Mark Raue reflects on last week’s celebration 
of grandparents and the elderly. 
Listen at jcr.org.au 

CHARISMATIC EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

SACRED HEART CHAPEL, STEWART ST WOLLONGONG  
7PM, FRIDAY 8 AUGUST 2025  

Praying for the Bishop's Vision  
Join us for 90 minutes of Charismatic praise, Scripture, and 
silence to implement our Bishop's Vision for the Wollongong 
Diocese. There will also be an opportunity for individual  
prayer and cuppa. Everyone welcome.  
7:00-8:00pm Adoration and Praise 
8:00-8:30pm Individual prayer and a Cuppa  
Info: Gabriella De Battista 0414 205 404 .  

VOCATION VIEW  
Jesus calls us to be generous with the gifts that he has given. 
When we share our treasures with others, we will have true 
treasure in heaven. (Luke 12:12-21)  
 
If you want to talk about your vocation, please  
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane  
Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

2025 SIGNIFICANT MARRIAGE 
 ANNIVERSARIES MASS  

2PM, SUNDAY 24 AUGUST 2025 
If you are celebrating 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or over 60 years of 
marriage this year, we invite you to the celebration of  
Significant Marriage Anniversaries with Bishop Brian Mascord 
at the St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Wollongong. Mass will be 
followed by light refreshments in the Xavier Centre. 
Please register at https://dow.sh/MA2025 by 11 August 2025. 
Inquiries: helen.bennett@dow.org.au  

1800 ELDERHELP (1800 353 374)  
Nearly 1 in 6 older Australians experience some form of abuse 
each year. If you suspect someone is being mistreated, help is 
available. Call 1800 ELDERHelp (1800 353 374) confidentially 
for advice or to report concerns.  
In emergencies, always call 000 

SUMMIT NIGHT 
AN EVENING WITH DR EDWARD SRI  

6:30PM - 9PM, SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2025 
Young adults of the diocese (18+) are invited to the third  
Summit Night — an inspiring evening of truth, formation, and 
community featuring world renowned Catholic speaker and 
theologian Dr Edward Sri.  
Join us at the Xavier Conference Centre (next to Wollongong 
Cathedral) for The Art of Living: The Cardinal Virtues and the 
Freedom to Love.  
The evening includes a wine & cheese reception, Dr Sri’s key-
note, Eucharistic Adoration, and genuine leather rosary pouch 
giveaway! Free event, but registration is essential.  
Register here: dow.sh/44csSMR  
Follow @CYMDOW on socials for more details 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeihy0dNdhxUJbXeLS3_ImwmzAfnxDmResqTQCF91RbSFTezQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwzSR04yjDygakqwzcVWsm7rxMo_k_ZhWSlXgM3b7-7SvymQ/viewform
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/SummitNight3


 3 AUGUST 2025 - THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

 

First Reading -  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23  What do people gain my all their work 

Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is vanity! 

For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skilfully and successfully must leave what is his own to someone who has not toiled for 
it at all. This, too, is vanity and great injustice; for what does he gain for all the toil and strain that he has undergone under the sun? 
What of all his laborious days, his cares of office, his restless nights? This, too, is vanity. 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm - In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

 1.  You turn men back to dust and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
  To your eyes a thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone, 
    no more than a watch in the night.       R. 
 2. You sweep men away like a dream,   like the grass which springs up in the morning. 
  In the morning it springs up and flowers:   by evening it withers and fades.  R.  
 3. Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
  Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? Show pity to your servants.   R. 
 4.  In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
  Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of our hands.  R. 
  
 
 
 
Second Reading - Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  Seek the things that are above, where Christ is. 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at 
God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, because you have died, and now 
the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your 
glory with him. 

That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs only to earthly life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil desires and 
especially greed, which is the same thing as worshipping a false god; and never tell each other lies. You have stripped off your old 
behaviour with your old self, and you have put on a new self which will progress towards true knowledge the more it is renewed in the 
image of its creator; and in that image there is no room for distinction between Greek and Jew, between the circumcised or the 
uncircumcised, or between barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There is only Christ: he is everything and he is in everything. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:13-21    To whom will all this wealth of yours go?   

A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to give me a share of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’ he replied, ‘who 
appointed me your judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?’ Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be on your guard against avarice of any 
kind, for a man’s life is not made secure by what he owns, even when he has more than he needs.’ 
Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man who, having had a good harvest from his land, thought to himself, “What am I 
to do? I have not enough room to store my crops.” Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and store all my grain and my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for many years 
to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand will be made for your 
soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?” So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself in place of making himself rich 
in the sight of God.’ 
 
 


