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PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Kerist Wood, Frank Gray Joseph Fenech, Ron Gandy, 
   Sr Anne King RSJ, Sr Mark Boyle RSJ, 

              Prayers for the sick   Cecil Clarke, Dot Philpott 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Sally Archer       Beatrice Williams 
John Packham, Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 10 AUGUST 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 11 Aug 
St Clare 

Mass: 8am  

Tues 12 Aug 
St Jane Frances de 
Chantal, religious 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 13 Aug 
Sts Pontian and  

Hippolytus 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 14 Aug 
St Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe, priest, martyr 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 15 Aug 
The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass: 7pm Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 16 Aug 
St Stephen of Hungary 

Mass:                   5pm 
Rosary:                 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 17 Aug 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
As I return from my annual leave this weekend, I am very grateful to all who took on extra work in my absence. Special thanks to 
Monsignor David O’Brien, Monsignor Bryan Jones, Fr Leo Duck and Fr Hung Tran, as well as our own Deacon Joseph, for ensuring 
that the Sacramental life of the parish could continue in my absence. Thank you also to Sister Kerry and Helen James as the main 
contacts in my absence, Melissa and Lani the parish secretaries, and many other lay leaders and volunteers who have been 
taking on extra work in various ways in my absence.  

One particularly exciting new ministry that has not only continued but grown in my absence is the ministry to our high school 
aged youth. This ministry commenced last term with “Youth Alpha”, led by a wonderful team of young adult volunteers. After 
the successful conclusion of Youth Alpha last term, these volunteers, along with a few new volunteers after the “Come and See 
Cup of Tea”, have committed to continuing this ministry to our youth. The ongoing youth group for high school aged youth in our 
two parishes is called “Revive Youth”, and I am very grateful to our generous young adult volunteers for their commitment to 
this vital ministry, enabling our youth to be supported and encouraged in their faith in the midst of the many challenges facing 
the youth of our time. This term’s gatherings are fortnightly on Friday evenings, and each session is self-contained which means 
newcomers are always welcome to “come and see”. If you know of anyone who might be interested, please invite them along – 
practical details are in the main section of the bulletin, permission forms are available at the church, or contact 
reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more information.  

As I return from my family time to my parish family, I know that I will be missing my family but will remain close to them in 
prayer – as was true also of my “parish family” while I was away from the parish. It might take a little time for me to recover from 
my uncle duties with my two very energetic and wonderful nephews and to catch up with work and get back into the rhythm of 
it all, but I look forward to this next chapter of reconnecting with you all and working with you and for you with renewed energy! 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Has something ever stopped you in your tracks and left you pondering? This tree growing 
out of a rock certainly did that for me. Even as I write this, I still fail to comprehend the 
magnificence of this tree. How did it grow out of this rock? How did it survive  to display such 
grandeur? Have others been stopped in their tracks to ponder its significance? What does 
this tree speak to others? 

We too are unique. We are wonderfully made but we do not always see ourselves as God 
sees us. What beauty is uniquely yours? What does your silence speak? How does your 
grandeur speak to others? How do you use your gifts for yourself? Others? God? 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August Church Washing Susan Adams 

Sat 9 Aug Church Cleaning F Fernandez, B Rice, R Tassone, N Dunne  

Sat 9 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 9 Aug M Rodwell  B Farraway  

8am 10 Aug M Matos  J Sharwood  
Kylie & Molly Hertsch, 

Gemma Farrugia  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
August Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 16 Aug Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, Hurley, Vaafusuaga, Bill  

Sat 16 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 16 Aug M Carolan  T Chicharo   

8am 17 Aug M Lyon  
A Arnone,           

A Browne  

Leah Galea,          

Alison Sharwood  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

HEAR FROM POPE LEO XIV  
Sunday Echo is a limited-release resource the Diocese has developed, using the Holy Father's most recent homily or  
reflection and accompanying discussion questions.  
Each issue will be released the day after Pope Leo XIV gives a homily or reflection on the most recent Sunday  
Gospel readings. Go to https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ to access or sign up to have sent straight 
to you.  

https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/


PARISH NEWS 
The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
takes place this Friday 15th August. This is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, meaning that all Catholics are called to come 
together to celebrate Mass if possible, as for the Sundays of 
the year and Christmas Day. As well as the usual Friday Mass 
time of 7:45am at St Therese, there will be an additional Mass 
for the Assumption this Friday at 7pm at Immaculate 
Conception Church. 
 
Parish Safeguarding Team Update 
The Parish Safeguarding Team continues to work on making 
improvements to ensure the safety and wellbeing of children 
and vulnerable adults in our parish family. Some of the 
activities that have been completed are: 
• Development of Procedures for Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Sign On/Off Sheets for Clergy, Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Safeguarding Training for Volunteers and Clergy 
• Development of Risk Assessments for Children’s Liturgy 

and Altar Servers 
Moving forward, in the area of Children’s Liturgy we need to 
improve the way attendance is recorded. To that end, we are 
preparing to implement a Children’s Liturgy QR Code Sign In 
system from Sunday 31st August. More detailed information 
will be provided in coming weeks. We thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. Feel free to contact the parish office with 
any questions or feedback. 
 
CWL meeting - 14 August 2025 
The monthly meeting of the CWL will be held on Thursday, 14 
August 2025 at 10 am in St Joseph’s Room. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for a cuppa and chat before the meeting.   
 
Invitation - Darren McDowell Ordination to Diaconate 
It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I invite you to 
attend my ordination to the Diaconate occurring on Saturday 
23rd August, 10am at St Francis Xavier Cathedral Wollongong. 
This will be a wonderful celebration for myself and for our 
Diocese. Please RSVP at https://www.sjec.org.au/darren so 
that we can arrange appropriate catering for the light lunch 
which will follow the mass. 
 
Vinnies News - Winter Appeal 23 and 24 August 

Vinnies Unanderra Conference will hold its annual 
Winter Appeal bucket collection after each Mass on 
the weekend of 23 and 24 August. Envelopes will 
be available for those requiring a receipt also 
hopefully an EFTPOS machine will be available at 

the church side door.  
All money raised is used by the Unanderra Conferecne to 
support local families in need. The Unanderra Conference 
receives an average more than 10 requests for help every 
week, for a variety of reasons, especially food and rent 
assistance. When you give to Vinnies you’re helping our 
volunteers rebuild lives. 
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre. 
Dates: 8 and 22 August  
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. It is a great way to learn about our faith. We’d love to 
see you there! Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more 
information 
 
STIC Young Adults –August recess 
STIC Young Adults is in recess during August. 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our WhatsApp for regular updates. See you in Sept! 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 3 August 2025   
$651 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$469 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$254 Tap Point donations 
$264 Planned giving envelopes 
$595 Direct debits (weekly average from June). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 10 August 2025  

On The Journey this Week: Fr Joshua Whicker MGL says 
today’s readings highlight the joy and wonder of being chosen 
by God. Mother Hilda reflects on her life and the experiences 
that created opportunities for her being chosen and loved by 
God, unconditionally. Bishop Tony Percy says faith 
is intimately related to hope – Hope is placing our 
faith in what God promises. Byron and Francine 
Pirola say that couples should view fun as essential 
downtime that strengthens their connection and 
keeps love alive. Listen at jcr.org.au 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
 INVITES US TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF GAZA    

The situation in Gaza continues to deteriorate at an alarming 
rate, with severe shortages of food, safe drinking water, and 
emergency shelter. Gaza is the most dangerous place in the 
world for children.  Caritas is calling for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire.   

God of light, You meet us in the darkest places. 
Every year, when we light our Easter candle, 

we pray ‘may the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our minds and hearts.’ 

We pray today that all people may work with you 
to dispel the darkness of violence and war. 
May this fragile light be a sign of our hope 

for the people of Gaza. 
May they find healing and lasting peace. Amen. 

If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, 
please donate online at www.caritas.org.au/gaza  

VOCATION VIEW  
Be alert to God’s presence even in the least expected times, 
places and events. You will be ready to respond 
to God’s call. (Luke 12:32-48)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please  
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr 
Duane Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

2025 SIGNIFICANT MARRIAGE 
 ANNIVERSARIES MASS  

2PM, SUNDAY 24 AUGUST 2025 
If you are celebrating 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 or over 60 years of 
marriage this year, we invite you to the celebration of  
Significant Marriage Anniversaries Mass with Bishop Brian 
Mascord at the St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Wollongong.  
Please register at https://dow.sh/MA2025 by 11 August 2025.  

ERC GALA DINNER FUNDRAISER 
SATURDAY 23 AUGUST 2025 

With tickets officially on sale, we’re thrilled to be raising funds 
for Raising the Bar, a wonderful local Illawarra charity  
supporting the mental health and wellbeing of men in our 
community. Highlights of the night include: 
* MCs Christian & Bella from I98fm,  
* Live music by The Craig Woodward Party Band 
* Incredible raffle prizes – including a Seiko watch, luxury stays 
Book your Gala Dinner tickets now: 
https://events.humanitix.com/edmund-rice-college-gala-2025  

SUMMIT NIGHT 
AN EVENING WITH DR EDWARD SRI  

6:30PM - 9PM, SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2025 
Young adults of the diocese (18+) are invited to the third  
Summit Night featuring world renowned Catholic speaker and 
theologian Dr Edward Sri. Join us at the Xavier Conference 
Centre for The Art of Living: The Cardinal Virtues and the Free-
dom to Love. Free event, but registration is essential.  
Register here: dow.sh/44csSMR  
Follow @CYMDOW on socials for more details 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeihy0dNdhxUJbXeLS3_ImwmzAfnxDmResqTQCF91RbSFTezQ/viewform
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwzSR04yjDygakqwzcVWsm7rxMo_k_ZhWSlXgM3b7-7SvymQ/viewform
https://events.humanitix.com/edmund-rice-college-gala-2025
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/SummitNight3


 10 AUGUST 2025 - THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Wisdom 18:6‐9   Just as you struck our enemies, you made us glorious by calling us to you. 

That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, 
once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in, 

they would joyfully take courage. 
This was the expectation of your people, 

the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies; 
for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes 

you made us glorious by calling us to you. 
The devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret 

and this divine pact they struck with one accord: 
that the saints would share the same blessings and dangers alike; 
and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the fathers. 

 
Responsorial Psalm - Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

 1.  Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
  They are happy, whose God is the Lord, the people he has chosen as his own.  R. 
 2. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, 
  to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.    R.  
 3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. 
  May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.   R. 
 
 
Second Reading - Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 We will look for the city designed and built by God 

Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the realities that at present remain unseen. It was 
for faith that our ancestors were commended. 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and 
that he set out without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a 
strange country, with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. They lived there in tents while he looked forward 
to a city founded, designed and built by God. 

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had 
made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one who was already as good as dead 
himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed 
them, recognising that they were only strangers and nomads on earth. People who use such terms about themselves make it quite 
plain that they are in search of their real homeland. They can hardly have meant the country they came from, since they had the 
opportunity to go back to it; but in fact they were longing for a better homeland, their heavenly homeland. That is why God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, since he has founded the city for them. 

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises had 
been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried on. He was confident that God had the 
power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:32-48    See that you are prepared 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom. 

‘Sell your possessions and give alms. Get yourselves purses that do not wear out, treasure that will not fail you, in heaven where no 
thief can reach it and no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

‘See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, 
ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you 
solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on them. It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, 
but happy those servants if he finds them ready. You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what hour the 
burglar would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’ The Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise 
enough for the master to place him over his household to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? Happy that servant if 
his master’s arrival finds him at this employment. I tell you truly, he will place him over everything he owns. But as for the servant who 
says to himself, “My master is taking his time coming,” and sets about beating the menservants and the maids, and eating and drinking 
and getting drunk, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he does not know. The master will cut him off and 
send him to the same fate as the unfaithful. 

The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even started to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of 
the lash. The one who did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what he has done, will receive fewer strokes. When a man has had 
a great deal given him, a great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has had a great deal given him on trust, even more will be 
expected of him.’ 


