
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Kerist Wood, Frank Gray Gloria Shepherd, Tim Fisher 
   Fr Rom Josko, Joseph Davis, 

              Prayers for the sick    
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Sally Archer        
John Packham, Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 17 AUGUST 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 18 Aug Mass: 8am  

Tues 19 Aug 
St John Eudes, priest 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 20 Aug 
Sts Bernard, abbott, 

doctor 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 21 Aug 
St Pius X, pope 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 22 Aug 
The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 23 Aug 
St Rose of Lima 

Mass:                   5pm No Mass today due to Darren McDowell’s 
Ordination to Diaconate at the Cathedral 

Sun 24 Aug 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
During this past week I have been catching up as best I can after my annual leave. Thank you for your patience if I have not yet 
replied to a message from you. One of my tasks for the near future will be to follow up with some of the expressions of interest 
in joining new ministries and groups in the parish, from the “Come and See Cup of Tea” before I went on leave, and the 
expression of interest folder on the church resource table in the weeks since then. It is not too late to indicate in that folder if 
you are interested in knowing more about joining a ministry or group in the parish. 

This coming week, we will have many of our children celebrating their First Reconciliation. Please keep them and their families in 
your prayers as they come to encounter the mercy of Christ in this special way for the first time. This is also an opportunity for all 
of us to remember what a great gift Christ has given us in this Sacrament of healing and peace. No matter how long it might have 
been since you have received the Sacrament, please don’t hesitate to come to any of the scheduled times for Reconciliation 
across our two parishes each week. If it has been a long time, you can let me (or any priest) know that you need some guidance 
and we will be happy to guide you through the Sacrament. If you prefer, you can also make a private appointment with me.   

Next Saturday, Darren McDowell will be ordained as a Deacon, in preparation for ordination to the Priesthood. This will be a 
wonderful celebration for both the Diocese and for Darren, who has been connected with this parish through his parish pastoral 
placement as a Seminarian. Next Saturday’s morning Mass at St Therese will be canceled as both Deacon Joseph and I will be 
attending Darren’s Ordination Mass at 10am at St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral. All are welcome to attend – more details in the 
main section of the bulletin. 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

The road had flooded. Potholes were aplenty. Debris was still apparent. Driving called for a 
little more caution than one would usually use. I was driving sixty in an eighty zone. At one 
stage I was greeted with double lines but that didn’t prevent the young man driving behind 
me from overtaking me. He blasted his horn at me and with a heavy foot on the accelerator 
he overtook me. 

About two kilometres up the road there was a car, pulled over to the side of the road and  the 
hazard lights were flashing. A young man was outside the car and on his phone. Not 
surprisingly at all it happened to be the young impatient driver that decided I was too 
cautious, and he was in a hurry. 

My guess was he hit a pothole and did a tyre. For all his hurry he was now well and truly 
delayed and obviously would be out of pocket. 

Life is a journey. We all meet potholes along the journey of life. How do you treat the 
potholes when confronted with them? May you be attentive to the unforced rhythms of grace 
in your life today. 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 16 Aug Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, Hurley, Vaafusuaga, Bill  

Sat 16 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 16 Aug M Carolan  T Chicharo   

8am 17 Aug M Lyon  
A Arnone,           

A Browne  

Leah Galea,          

Alison Sharwood  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
August Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 23 Aug Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams  

Sat 23 Aug Lawns M & J Winner, Walsh, Carrigan Bennett, Meers  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 23 Aug C Carolan    

8am 24 Aug C Walsh  A Kelly  
Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  

HEAR FROM POPE LEO XIV  
Sunday Echo is a limited-release resource the Diocese has developed, using the Holy Father's most recent homily or  
reflection and accompanying discussion questions.  
Each issue will be released the day after Pope Leo XIV gives a homily or reflection on the most recent Sunday  
Gospel readings. Go to https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ to access or sign up to have sent straight 
to you.  

https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/


PARISH NEWS 
 
Parish Safeguarding Team Update 
The Parish Safeguarding Team continues to work on making 
improvements to ensure the safety and wellbeing of children 
and vulnerable adults in our parish family. Some of the 
activities that have been completed are: 
• Development of Procedures for Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Sign On/Off Sheets for Clergy, Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Safeguarding Training for Volunteers and Clergy 
• Development of Risk Assessments for Children’s Liturgy 

and Altar Servers 
Moving forward, in the area of Children’s Liturgy we need to 
improve the way attendance is recorded. To that end, we are 
preparing to implement a Children’s Liturgy QR Code Sign In 
system from Sunday 31st August. More detailed information 
will be provided in coming weeks. We thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. Feel free to contact the parish office with 
any questions or feedback. 
 
Invitation - Darren McDowell Ordination to Diaconate 
It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I invite you to 
attend my ordination to the Diaconate occurring on Saturday 
23rd August, 10am at St Francis Xavier Cathedral Wollongong. 
This will be a wonderful celebration for myself and for our 
Diocese. Please RSVP at https://www.sjec.org.au/darren so 
that we can arrange appropriate catering for the light lunch 
which will follow the mass. 
 
Vinnies News - Winter Appeal 23 and 24 August 

Vinnies Unanderra Conference will hold its annual 
Winter Appeal bucket collection after each Mass 
next weekend. Envelopes are available for those 
requiring a receipt also an EFTPOS machine will be 
available at the church side door.  

All money raised is used by the Unanderra Conference to 
support local families in need. The Unanderra Conference 
receives an average more than 10 requests for help every 
week, for a variety of reasons, especially food and rent 
assistance. When you give to Vinnies you’re helping our 
volunteers rebuild lives. 
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre. 
Date: 22 August and 5 September 
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. It is a great way to learn about our faith. We’d love to 
see you there! Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more 
information 
 
STIC Young Adults - August recess 
STIC Young Adults is in recess during August. 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our WhatsApp for regular updates. See you in Sept! 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 10 August 2025   
$809 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$378 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$294 Tap Point donations 
$388 Planned giving envelopes 
$595 Direct debits (weekly average from June). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
 
Recycling bins - $757 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations towards our 
recycling initiative. Please note that the Vinnies 
Recycle Centre at Unanderra do NOT accept wine 
bottles. Thank you for not including these bottles. 
 
Used stamps for Peru  
Please remember to place all of your used stamps (leaving a 
1cm / ½" border) in the box near the side door of the church. 
All used stamps donated are sent to Sydney to raise money for 
the work of the Sisters of St Joseph in Peru. 
 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 17 August 2025  

On The Journey this Week: Fr Mark De Battista says Jesus 
warns about inevitable division caused when his truth 
confronts human freedom and sin.  Mother Hilda reflects on 
recognizing a road she had travelled with her grandmother as 
a child as a metaphor for faith. Bishop Tony Percy says 
opposition from others can be our greatest spiritual nemesis. 
Pete Gilmore says whatever our role, great or 
small, we are called to serve with our gifts for 
God’s glory, and Deacon Josh Clayton shares how 
an extended walking journey became a profound 
spiritual experience. Listen at jcr.org.au 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
 INVITES US TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF GAZA    

The situation in Gaza continues to deteriorate at an alarming 
rate, with severe shortages of food, safe drinking water, and 
emergency shelter. Gaza is the most dangerous place in the 
world for children.  Caritas is calling for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire.   

God of light, You meet us in the darkest places. 
Every year, when we light our Easter candle, 

we pray ‘may the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our minds and hearts.’ 

We pray today that all people may work with you 
to dispel the darkness of violence and war. 
May this fragile light be a sign of our hope 

for the people of Gaza. 
May they find healing and lasting peace. Amen. 

If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, 
please donate online at www.caritas.org.au/gaza  

VOCATION VIEW  
Jesus wants to set our faith on fire, so we can share His love 
with zeal. (Luke 12)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please  
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane 
Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

JUBILEE YEAR EVENT 
 KANGAROO VALLEY JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE DAY 

10:30AM SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 
The Parish of Nowra, invites the faithful to a Jubilee  
Pilgrimage Mass to be held at St Joseph’s Kangaroo Valley, 
130 Moss Vale Road, to be Celebrated by Bishop Brian  
Mascord, who will impart the papal blessing, offering 
attendees the opportunity to gain the Jubilee indulgence un-
der the usual conditions. Bring you pilgrimage passport 

ERC GALA DINNER FUNDRAISER 
SATURDAY 23 AUGUST 2025 

With tickets officially on sale, we’re thrilled to be raising funds 
for Raising the Bar, a wonderful local Illawarra charity  
supporting the mental health and wellbeing of men in our 
community. Highlights of the night include: 
* MCs Christian & Bella from I98fm,  
* Live music by The Craig Woodward Party Band 
* Incredible raffle prizes – including a Seiko watch, luxury stays 
Book your Gala Dinner tickets now: 
https://events.humanitix.com/edmund-rice-college-gala-2025  

SUMMIT NIGHT 
AN EVENING WITH DR EDWARD SRI  

6:30PM - 9PM, SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2025 
Young adults of the diocese (18+) are invited to the third  
Summit Night featuring world renowned Catholic speaker and 
theologian Dr Edward Sri. Join us at the Xavier Conference 
Centre for The Art of Living: The Cardinal Virtues and the Free-
dom to Love. Free event, but registration is essential.  
Register here: dow.sh/44csSMR  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeihy0dNdhxUJbXeLS3_ImwmzAfnxDmResqTQCF91RbSFTezQ/viewform
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
https://events.humanitix.com/edmund-rice-college-gala-2025
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/SummitNight3


 17 AUGUST 2025 - THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

 

First Reading -  Jeremiah 38:4‐6,8‐10   You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole world. 

The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably disheartening the remaining soldiers in 
the city, and all the people too, by talking like this. The fellow does not have the welfare of this people at heart so much as its ruin.’ ‘He 
is in your hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah answered ‘for the king is powerless against you.’ So they took Jeremiah and threw him 
into the well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in the well, only mud, and 
into the mud Jeremiah sank. 

Ebed‐melech came out from the palace and spoke to the king. ‘My lord king,’ he said ‘these men have done a wicked thing by treating 
the prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown him into the well, where he will die.’ At this the king gave Ebed‐melech the Cushite 
the following order: ‘Take three men with you from here and pull the prophet Jeremiah out of the well before he dies.’ 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm - Lord, come to my aid! 

 1.  I waited, I waited for the Lord 
    and he stooped down to me; 
   he heard my cry.   R. 
 2. He drew me from the deadly pit, 
   from the miry clay. 
  He set my feet upon a rock 
    and made my footsteps firm.  R.  
 3. He put a new song into my mouth, 
    praise of our God. 
  Many shall see and fear 
    and shall trust in the Lord.  R. 
 4.  As for me, wretched and poor, 
    the Lord thinks of me. 
  You are my rescuer, my help, 
    O God, do not delay.   R. 
 
 
 
Second Reading - Hebrews 12:1-4  Let us bear patiently the struggle placed upon us. 

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too, then, should throw off everything that hinders us, especially the 
sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadily in the race we have started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith 
and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy which was still in the future, he endured the cross, disregarding the shamefulness of 
it, and from now on has taken his place at the right of God’s throne. Think of the way he stood such opposition from sinners and then 
you will not give up for want of courage. In the fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep fighting to the point of death.  

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow me. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:49-53    I have come not to give peace, but discord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing already! There is a baptism I must still 
receive, and how great is my distress till it is over! 
  ‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on a household of five will be 
divided: three against two and two against three; the father divided against the son, son against father, mother against daughter, 
daughter against mother, mother‐in‐law against daughter‐in‐law, daughter‐in‐law against mother‐in‐law.’ 


