
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
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Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Dr Jose ‘Pepe’ Moran, Kerist Wood Germano Roso, Terry Dean, Colleen Schmitzer, 
   Marjory Dean, Thomas Brown, Clare O’Neil, 

              Prayers for the sick   Nancy Bugeja, Bob Lloyd, Mary Evans,  
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Sally Archer       Xavier Phoebus 
John Packham, Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 24 AUGUST 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 25 Aug 
St Louis,  

St Joseph Calasanz 
Mass: 8am  

Tues 26 Aug 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 27 Aug 
St Monica 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 28 Aug 
St Augustine, bishop, 

doctor 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 29 Aug 
The Passion of St John 

the Baptist, martyr 

 Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 30 Aug Mass:                   5pm Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 

Sun 1 Sep 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
This weekend is our annual St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal. I take this opportunity to thank our St Vincent De Paul volunteers, 
who work tirelessly behind the scenes to support those most in need in our community. I will always remember the time I spent 
volunteering with the St Vincent De Paul Conference in Nowra while I was a seminarian. I remember being struck by the diverse 
range of struggles that are faced by so many people of all ages and backgrounds in our communities. Equally memorable is the 
compassionate, non-judgmental and wise support given by the Conference volunteers, and the genuine difference they made to 
those they visited - not only through their financial support, but equally through the compassionate care, listening ear and 
encouragement they provided to people who were often isolated and losing hope. The Conference here in Immaculate 
Conception Parish is a wonderful example of the best of what the St Vincent De Paul Society is all about, and is most certainly 
one of the many ways that we are bringing the overflowing love of Jesus to all people, as stated in our parish vision. This 
weekend gives all of us in the parish an opportunity to provide much needed financial support to this vital work for our 
community. New volunteers are also always welcome to join the local St Vincent De Paul Conference. Thank you again to our 
current volunteers and to all parishioners for your generosity this weekend, and let us keep our volunteers and those whom they 
serve in our prayers all throughout the year. 

In recent bulletins, our parish Safeguarding Team has provided information about some of the steps we have been taking in our 
parish to ensure safeguarding of all of our children and vulnerable people, and those who work with them. There is a notice in 
our parish news as well as a letter for parents of those who attend Children’s Liturgy (or might attend in the future) to take with 
them. Thank you to our Safeguarding Team for all the great work they have done to continue to improve our parish Safeguarding 
practices. 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Since I am a fowl and not an owl, I love the stillness and quiet of the early morning. 

Many years ago, I read a book. The name of it escapes me and more so, the author. One sentence 
from the book remained with me. The sentence read, ‘May the Christ in me recognise the Christ in 
you.’ 

That is a powerful statement. There is a depth to that sentence. It is beyond mere words or sheer 
externals. It is genuine and that is something that we need to work at.  

Is the Christ in you as easy to recognise as the reflection from this house? How life giving is your 
presence amongst others? What is reflected to you as a gift from a friend or neighbour? Is there 
anything you need to change that would sharpen the image you wish to reflect? Thank you for the 
gift and presence you are to others.  

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 23 Aug Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams  

Sat 23 Aug Lawns M & J Winner, Walsh, Carrigan Bennett, Meers  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 23 Aug C Carolan    

8am 24 Aug C Walsh  A Kelly  
Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
August Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 30 Aug Church Cleaning McInerney Family, M Smith  

Sat 30 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 30 Aug N O’Donoghue    

8am 31 Aug A Kelly M Smith 
Sandra Michielin and   

Lisa Michielin  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

HEAR FROM POPE LEO XIV  
Sunday Echo is a limited-release resource the Diocese has developed, using the Holy Father's most recent homily or  
reflection and accompanying discussion questions.  
Each issue will be released the day after Pope Leo XIV gives a homily or reflection on the most recent Sunday  
Gospel readings. Go to https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/ to access or sign up to have sent straight 
to you.  

https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/faith-circles/


PARISH NEWS 
Vinnies News - Winter Appeal 23 and 24 August 

Vinnies Unanderra Conference will hold its annual 
Winter Appeal bucket collection after each Mass 
this weekend. Envelopes are available for those 
requiring a receipt also an EFTPOS machine will be 
available at the church side door.  

All money raised is used by the Unanderra Conference to 
support local families in need. The Unanderra Conference 
receives an average more than 10 requests for help every 
week, for a variety of reasons, especially food and rent 
assistance. When you give to Vinnies you’re helping our 
volunteers rebuild lives. 
 
Parish Safeguarding Team Update 
The Parish Safeguarding Team continues to work on making 
improvements to ensure the safety and wellbeing of children 
and vulnerable adults in our parish family. Some of the 
activities that have been completed are: 
• Development of Procedures for Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Sign On/Off Sheets for Clergy, Acolytes and Altar Servers 
• Safeguarding Training for Volunteers and Clergy 
• Development of Risk Assessments for Children’s Liturgy 

and Altar Servers 
In the area of Children’s Liturgy we need to improve the way 
attendance is recorded. To that end, we are preparing to 
implement a Children’s Liturgy QR Code Sign In system from 
Sunday 31st August. This week there is a letter with more 
information about this next step, and the QR code included, 
for parents to take with them. 
We thank you in advance for your cooperation. Feel free to 
contact the parish office with any questions or feedback. 
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre. 
Date: 22 August and 5 September 
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. It is a great way to learn about our faith. We’d love to 
see you there! Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more 
information 
 
STIC Young Adults - August recess 
STIC Young Adults is in recess during August. 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our WhatsApp for regular updates. See you in Sept! 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 17 August 2025   
$657 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$425 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$294 Tap Point donations 
$490 Planned giving envelopes 
$595 Direct debits (weekly average from June). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
 
Recycling bins - $757 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations towards our 
recycling initiative. Please note that the Vinnies 
Recycle Centre at Unanderra do NOT accept wine 
bottles. Thank you for not including these bottles. 
 
Used stamps for Peru  
Please remember to place all of your used stamps (leaving a 
1cm / ½" border) in the box near the side door of the church. 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 24 August 2025  

On The Journey this Week:  Fr Noel Custodio says this gospel 
is intentionally confronting, as Jesus urges us to enter by the 
narrow door. Mother Hilda says that just as we say, “my God,” 
God is at the same time whispering our names, claiming us as 
His own beloved. Bishop Tony Percy says the letter 
to the Hebrews highlights three images in Chapter 
12 that illustrate the Christian life. Fr Mike Delaney 
reflects on his golden jubilee of priesthood.  
Listen at jcr.org.au 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
 INVITES US TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF GAZA    

The situation in Gaza continues to deteriorate at an alarming 
rate, with severe shortages of food, safe drinking water, and 
emergency shelter. Gaza is the most dangerous place in the 
world for children.  Caritas is calling for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire.   

God of light, You meet us in the darkest places. 
Every year, when we light our Easter candle, 

we pray ‘may the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our minds and hearts.’ 

We pray today that all people may work with you 
to dispel the darkness of violence and war. 
May this fragile light be a sign of our hope 

for the people of Gaza. 
May they find healing and lasting peace. Amen. 

If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, 
please donate online at www.caritas.org.au/gaza  

VOCATION VIEW  
Will you help gather people to be a part of the reign of God? 
Pray to be open if God calls you to serve as priest, 
deacon, brother or sisters. (Isaiah 66:18-21)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please  
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane 
Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

JUBILEE YEAR EVENT 
 KANGAROO VALLEY JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE DAY 

10:30AM SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 
The Parish of Nowra, invites the faithful to a Jubilee  
Pilgrimage Mass to be held at St Joseph’s Kangaroo Valley, 
130 Moss Vale Road, to be Celebrated by Bishop Brian  
Mascord, who will impart the papal blessing, offering 
attendees the opportunity to gain the Jubilee indulgence un-
der the usual conditions. Bring you pilgrimage passport 

BEING AT HOME  
IN THE UNIVERSE STORY  

FRIDAY 5 SEPT TO SUNDAY 7 SEPT 2025  
AT JAMBEROO ABBEY 

Speaker: Sr Mechtild Crawford OSB  
You are invited to a gentle retreat which will expands our 
minds and hearts to the unfolding mystery of the universe, 
helping us to see our place as human beings within this sacred 
unfolding. There will be times for listening and learning and 
times for personal reflection and creativity.  
Register and pay for this weekend retreat 02 4236 0011 ext 
114 or email cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au  

SUMMIT NIGHT 
AN EVENING WITH DR EDWARD SRI  

6:30PM - 9PM, SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2025 
Young adults of the diocese (18+) are invited to the third  
Summit Night featuring world renowned Catholic speaker and 
theologian Dr Edward Sri. Join us at the Xavier Conference 
Centre for The Art of Living: The Cardinal Virtues and the Free-
dom to Love. Register here: dow.sh/44csSMR  

CATECHIST CREATIVE STORYTELLING 
AND CRAFT MORNING IN-SERVICE 

 10:30AM 1:30PM MONDAY 8 SEPT 
XAVIER CENTRE, HARBOUR ST, WOLLONGONG 

Build up your confidence in storytelling and create anticipa-
tion in your lessons using simple visual items and techniques. 
We'll draw from the spirit of Advent and our upcoming Saints 
as role-models to guide us.  
Click here to register: https://dow.sh/45ne1hV  
Enquiries: Sue Clark 0457 427 583  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/SummitNight3
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/ccd-creative-storytelling-sep25/#/stepper?pageId=17025


 24 AUGUST 2025 - THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

 

First Reading -  Isaiah 66:18-21   They will gather all of your people from all nations 

The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the nations of every language. They shall come to witness 
my glory. I will give them a sign and send some of their survivors to the nations: to Tarshish, Put, 
Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal, and Javan, to the distant islands that have never heard of me or seen my 
glory. They will proclaim my glory to the nations. As an offering to the Lord they will bring all your 
brothers, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, on dromedaries, from all the nations to my holy 
mountain in Jerusalem, says the Lord, like Israelites bringing oblations in clean vessels to the Temple 
of the Lord. And of some of them I will make priests and Levites, says the Lord.  

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm - Go out to all the world; and tell the Good News. 

 1.  O praise the Lord, all you nations, 
    acclaim him all you peoples! R. 
 2. Strong is his love for us; 
    he is faithful for ever.  R.  
 
 
 
 
Second Reading - Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 The Lord disciplines those he loves. 

Have you forgotten that encouraging text in which you are addressed as sons? My son, when the Lord corrects you, do not treat it 
lightly; but do not get discouraged when he reprimands you. For the Lord trains the ones that he loves and he punishes all those that 
he acknowledges as his sons. Suffering is part of your training; God is treating you as his sons. Has there ever been any son whose 
father did not train him? Of course, any punishment is most painful at the time, and far from pleasant; but later, in those on whom it 
has been used, it bears fruit in peace and goodness. So hold up your limp arms and steady your trembling knees and smooth out the 
path you tread; then the injured limb will not be wrenched, it will grow strong again.  

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord: no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 13:22-30    From east and west they will come to take their place in the kingdom of God. 

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, ‘Sir, 
will there be only a few saved?’ He said to them, ‘Try your best to enter by the narrow door, because, I tell 
you, many will try to enter and will not succeed. 
‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself knocking on the door, 
saying, “Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then you will find 
yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in your company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, “I do 
not know where you come from. Away from me, all you wicked men!” 
‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves turned outside. And men from east and west, from north 
and south, will come to take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.’ 


