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TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C)—31 AUGUST 2025

Parlsh VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love _for Jesus and for one another,

constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.
i We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,
| Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.
Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
Programme UNANDERRA WEST WOLLONGONG
Mon 1 Sep Mass: 8am
Mass: 5:30pm
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm %
Tues 2 Sep Rosary: 6pm |
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm .
Wed 3 Sep Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
St Gregory the Great, Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm |
pope, doctor Mass: 5:30pm i
Mass: 5:30pm
Thurs4S Rosary: 6pm )
urs 4 5ep Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm i
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm
Fri 5 Sep Extended Adoration: 6pm - 9pm Mass: 7:45am
A
. Rosary: 8:30am
Sat 6 Sep Mass: 5pm Mass: 9am
sun7$ Mass: 8am Mass: 10am
un 75ep Polish Mass: 10am Mass: 5pm
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS || COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING
Recently Deceased Anniversaries | OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE
Joan Bunten, Marie Aubrey (nee Bunten), Germano Roso, Gary Samways, I For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
John Packham, Margaret Walsh Nancy Crowe, Dorothy Costello, our children and vulnerable people, please contact
Prayers for the sick Richard Roche, Bruce Walsh, | the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Michael Van Linden I Professional Standards and Safeguarding at
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, :
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. J



http://www.corrimalparish.org.au
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This Sunday is “Social Justice Sunday”, when the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference publishes an annual Social Justice
Statement. This year’s statement is entitled “Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving Homeless People with Mental IlI-Health”. It is a
very powerful and practical statement which contains reflection questions throughout, and | encourage you all to read and
engage with the statement prayerfully and reflectively. The Australian Bishops quote Pope Benedict XVI who wrote powerfully in
his encyclical “Deus Caritas Est (God is Love)”: “Love for widows and orphans, for prisoners, and the sick and needy of every kind,
is as essential to [the Church] as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel. The Church cannot neglect the
service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.”

Having studied psychology previously and having worked with many people with mental ill-health throughout my own ministry, |
was greatly encouraged by the honest insights provided by this Social Justice Statement, where the Bishops describe some of the
tragic realities facing some of our most vulnerable brothers and sisters in their times of greatest need. The Bishops also remind
us of the genuine hope that Christ provides, especially through us, the Church. The Church is already making a genuine, lasting
difference in so many lives, especially through the work of the St Vincent De Paul Society — and | also take this opportunity to
thank you for your generous support to the Winter Appeal last weekend (which can of course continue in the weeks to come). |
am also eager to see how we might be able to respond to the call of the Australian Bishops not only as individuals but as a parish
community. The Social Justice Statement extends throughout 2025-2026 (until Social Justice Sunday next year) and we will be
seeking to provide opportunities to engage more deeply with shared reflection and action based upon this statement in the year
ahead. If you are interested in knowing more, stay tuned, or feel free to contact me to discuss this further. This year’s statement
can be accessed at https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY: NEW TO THE PARISH

The Parish Pastoral Council is hoping to form a new ministry, which might include practical and ongoing personal and emotional
support for the bereaved — for example, helping in preparation for a funeral, following up after a funeral with a cup of tea,
providing a meal during a time of grief, or other ways of potentially walking with individuals and families before and after
funerals in our parish. The specific details will be finalised after we know how many are interested in the ministry, and ongoing
support and formation will be provided to all involved as needed before we commence the ministry. Thank you to those who
have already expressed their interest from the “Come and See Cup of Tea”, and if anyone else is interested in knowing more
about this ministry, or if you have any suggestions, please contact the parish office and we will be in touch with you soon to let
you know the next steps.

Fr Duane Fernandez
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While visiting one of our local Catholic schools | was really captured by the maturity of the

students. The board featured writings about justice and the marginalised. | was deeply touched @ ';.,o
by many of the writings, but this one caught my attention. Of course, the misspelling gave me a & & v v)"\
. . ) oA Ll
smile but the depth of what was written touched my heart. There’s great hope for our world _1.*\',) PO Sl
and our church if young primary school children can think so profoundly about our society. ¥ i b % ,@0’.‘:‘\\“_
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What touches your heart? How do you express it? What are your hopes and dreams? 3:,0"\‘ o~ 3\“ & (;45“#06“
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ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND
August Church Washing Barbara Farraway September | Church Washing Barbara Farraway
Sat30Aug | Church Cleaning McInerney Family, M Smith Sat6Sep | Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis
Sat 30 Aug Lawns No lawn mowing this week Sat 6 Sep Lawns No lawn mowing this week
Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
5pm 30 Aug N O’'Donoghue 5pm 6 Sep T Chicharo S Adams
. Sandra Michielin and , . Maria Matos,
8am 31 Aug AKelly M Smith Lisa Michielin 8am 7 Sep D Ferrer G Simmonite Anne Vaassen
Counters A Kelly, B Farraway Counters A Gunning, M Cauduro, C Garrett



https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
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PARISH NEWS

Safeguardmg Children’s liturgy QR code registration

: The Parish Safeguarding Team continues to work :
on making improvements to ensure the safety and :
% wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults in our
q parish family. Please use this QR code to register

: Vinnies Winter Appeal - thank you

: The Unanderra Conference of St Vincent de Paul
Society would like to thank all the generous
parishioners who supported of Winter Bucket
Appeal. A total of $2,658.35 has been raised to
date. Donations can still be made using the poor

: box in the church or by placing an envelope

i addressed to St Vincent de Paul Society Unanderra Conference
‘in the Mass collection plate. The Unanderra Conference

i receives more than 10 requests for help every week for food,

: rent assistance or help with medical bills. Your support is much :
: appreciated and the society supports you in prayer. :

: Extended Adoration - Friday 5 Sept, 6pm to 9pm.
Reconciliation available throughout

: High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth” A
: Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre.

: Date: 5 September

: Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome
: people. It is a great way to learn about our faith. We'd love to
i see you there! Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more
:information

: STIC Young Adults - 7pm Thursdays

14 & 11 Sept: Formation and fellowship

: 18 Sept: Guest Speaker- Elise Duval "Discover the Jubilee:

: Making the most of the Jubilee year and beyond"

: 25 Sept: 5:30 Unanderra Mass, 6:45 Dinner @ ﬁ%
STIC

: Unanderra Hotel.
: Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to
: join our WhatsApp for regular updates.

: Parish Finances - week ending 24 August 2025 :
$5753  First Collection - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund *
18473  Second collection - Parish expenses :
15412 Tap Point donations

1$300 Planned giving envelopes

18595  Direct debits (weekly average from June).

: Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly

: Nappy drive—supporting pregnant mothers :
E We are collecting nappies and baby products, such as :
. lotions, barrier cream, baby powder, etc, to support
pregnant women. Many mums-to-be face

unexpected challenges, and your donation can help
provide comfort and dignity as they prepare to :
: ! welcome their babies. Every pack of nappies is a gift :
: of care and hope. All donations will be given to Diamond :
: Women, an organisation which provides compassionate care,

: professional support and counselling to assist women and their :
: families facing an unplanned pregnancy. Donations can be left :
: at marked baskets in the foyer during this next two weeks.

............................................................................................

CATECHIST CREATIVE STORYTELLING
AND CRAFT MORNING IN-SERVICE
10:30AM 1:30PM MONDAY 8 SEPT
XAVIER CENTRE, HARBOUR ST, WOLLONGONG

Build up your confidence in storytelling and create anticipa-
tion in your lessons using simple visual items and techniques.
We'll draw from the spirit of Advent and our upcoming Saints
as role-models to guide us.
Click here to register: https://dow.sh/45nelhV
Enquiries: Sue Clark 0457 427 583

THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME
— AIRS SUNDAY 31 AuGusT 2025

i On The Journey this Week: Fr Rob Galea says humility is not

i about putting ourselves down, but about seeing ourselves as

i God sees us. Mother Hilda reflects on how God meets us in

i our weakness and shame, offering forgiveness and a new

i start. Bishop Tony Percy continues Chapter 12 of the Letter to

i the Hebrews, explaining that spiritual joys are deeper than H

i sensual joys. And on Social Justice Sunday Fr Greg g

i Jacobs SJ gives us an overview of this year’s theme
“Signs of Hope on the Edge, Serving Homeless "5 1 ‘“
People with Mental Ill-Health. Listen at jcr.org.au [ JOURNEY

VOCATION VIEW

|
1 Humility is needed for those who choose to serve. Recognise |
1 your gifts and offer them in humble service. (Luke 14:1, 7-14) 1
- |

|

I

1 If you want to talk about your vocation, please

| contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane
| Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au

BEING AT HOME
IN THE UNIVERSE STORY
FRIDAY 5 SEPT TO SUNDAY 7 SEPT 2025
AT JAMBEROO ABBEY
: Speaker: Sr Mechtild Crawford OSB
i You are invited to a gentle retreat which will expands our
i minds and hearts to the unfolding mystery of the universe,
i helping us to see our place as human beings within this sacred
i unfolding. There will be times for listening and learning and
i times for personal reflection and creativity.
i Register and pay for this weekend retreat 02 4236 0011 ext
114 or email cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au

POSITION VACANT

I PARISH FINANCE AND PAYROLL OFFICER I
- The Catholic Diocese of Wollongong is seeking a full-time Par- -

lish Finance and Payroll Officer to join the Office of the Bishop |
- (Finance Department). Reporting to the Financial Controller,

| this role supports parishes and clergy by managing payroll, |

: assisting with bookkeeping and audits, and providing guid-

| ance on financial and sacramental systems. |
- Applications close 5 Sept 2025. For a detailed position .

| description or to apply, please contact Nick Dyball (Financial |
Controller) by email (nick.dyball@dow.org.au) and a detailed .

| position description will be emailed to you or you can apply |
V|a Seek

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY TODAY

; This year's statement is titled 'Signs of Hope on the Edge' and i
focuses on two related causes of isolation and suffering: :
"'homelessness and poor mental health. We are called on to

| follow the example of Jesus, who always noticed, listened to,

1 and cared for those on the edge of society. Just as Jesus |
healed the blind man Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52), we are I
called to see and respond to the needs of our sisters and

'brothers living in hardship. The statement shares powerful

I stories of real people. You can download the statement online !

| https://youtu.be/PfYAXV6BLvs |

CARITAS AUSTRALIA
: INVITES US TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF GAZA :
i The situation in Gaza continues to deteriorate at an alarming :
i rate, with severe shortages of food, safe drinking water, and
i emergency shelter. Gaza is the most dangerous place in the
i world for children. Caritas is calling for an immediate and
i permanent ceasefire.
i If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal,
i please donate online at www.caritas.org.au/gaza



https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
https://www.seek.com.au/job/86640070
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfYAxV6BLvs
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/ccd-creative-storytelling-sep25/#/stepper?pageId=17025

31 AUGUST 2025 - THE TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C)

First Reading - Ecclesiasticus 3:19-21,30-31 Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord

My son, be gentle in carrying out your business,
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver.
The greater you are, the more you should behave humbly,
and then you will find favour with the Lord;
for great though the power of the Lord is,
he accepts the homage of the humble.
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,
since an evil growth has taken root in him.
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables,
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.

Responsorial Psalm - God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,

they shall exult and dance for joy.

O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;

rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. R.
2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,

such is God in his holy place.

God gives the lonely a home to live in;

he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. R.
3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain:

when your people were starved you gave them new life.

It was there that your people found a home,

prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor. R.

Second Reading - Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24a  You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.

What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or a storm; or
trumpeting thunder or the great voice speaking which made everyone that heard it beg that no more should be said to them. But what
you have come to is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of angels have gathered for
the festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come to God himself, the
supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits of the saints who have been made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who brings a new
covenant.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart. Alleluia!

Gospel - Luke 14:1,7-14 All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves shall be exalted

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely. He then told
the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they picked the places of honour. He said this, “‘When someone invites you to a
wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the
person who invited you both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your embarrassment, you would have
to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host
comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table will see you honoured. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

Then he said to his host, “‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear
they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that
they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’




