
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Nella Abbatantuono,  Frank Posavec, Anton Hans, Ron Costello, Helen Duxbury 
  John Wyatt Flo McNamara, Ellen Brown, Leslie Heffernan, 

              Prayers for the sick   Marie La’Brody, Dave Mellor, Fr Len Helm (MSC) 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,      Ileana Corradini 
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

THE TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 21 SEPT 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 22 Sep Mass: 8am  

Tues 23 Sep 
St Pius of Pietrelcina, 

priest 

Mass: 5:30pm 
No Reconciliation or Adoration today  

Wed 24 Sep  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 25 Sep 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 26 Sep 
St Cosmas and  

Damian, martyrs 

 Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 27 Sep 
St Vincent de Paul, 

priest 

Mass:                   5pm Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 

Sun 28 Sep 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
“COME AND SEE!” Alpha – and becoming Catholic 

As the current season of Alpha concludes, we have set the date for the “Come and See” celebration of Alpha. During the past 6 
seasons of Alpha over 250 people of all stages of life and faith have come to a new or deeper encounter with Jesus and his 
church. On Wednesday 15th October at St Therese Parish Centre we will have a one-off “come and see” evening, commencing at 
7pm, for any of you who might like to get a glimpse of what Alpha is all about, hearing from some of those who have most 
recently done Alpha. Please also consider who the Holy Spirit might prompt you to invite along to this evening. I know it is not 
easy to share our faith with others in our time, and yet so many people are truly open and searching for what we have already 
been blessed to receive in our faith – and might just need a gentle invitation to “come and see”. You can use this QR code to 
register yourself or others for the come-and-see evening, or simply contact the parish office. 

In addition to Alpha, a number of adults in have expressed an interest in becoming Catholic in recent months, and I 
am currently in the process of meeting with them and developing the next preparation program. If you or anyone 
you know is interested in knowing more, please contact the parish office and I will get in touch about next steps. 

WELCOMING AND HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 

We are very blessed in our parish with the morning tea (or banquet, one might say) that the Catholic Women’s League provides 
after 8am Mass on a monthly basis. At the “Come and See Cup of Tea” earlier this year, a number of people expressed an 
interest in serving in a welcoming and hospitality ministry, and as such we are now considering the possibility of having a simple 
morning tea more regularly after 8am Masses (in addition to the monthly banquet). If you are interested in potentially joining a 
roster to help serve a simple morning tea, please contact the parish office to let us know of your interest, and once we have 
received all expressions of interest, we will discern how frequently this might occur without asking too much of anyone. 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Along with my sister I was saving the Disney Discs that came as a reward for shopping at Woolworths. 
My sister posted quite a few of the tokens to her grandchildren in Melbourne. The just turned three-
year-old was really surprised that the shops in Sydney were giving the tokens as well as her shop in 
Melbourne. This gave us a laugh and delight in her simplicity.  

Are you able to allow the little surprises that come each day light up your life? Can your eyes delight in 
the unexpected? What might you see this week that you may have taken for granted on other 
occasions? Do you take the opportunity to pray a little prayer of gratitude? 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

September Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 20 Sep Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, Hurley, Vaafusuaga, A Bill  

Sat 20 Sep Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 20 Sep M Rodwell  T Chicharo   

8am 21 Sep P Gunning  
A Arnone,           

A Browne  

Leah Galea,          

Alison Sharwood  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
September Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 27 Sep Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams , A Williams 

Sat 27 Sep Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 27 Sep M Carolan    

8am 28 Sep C Lyon  
A Kelly,               

N Dunne 
Schools Holidays  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Community Fun Day - Sunday 2 Nov at Edmund Rice College 
Save the date for our annual “Community Fun Day”. We are 
also keen to make this day even more fun and family friendly 
this year, so if any of you have any ideas or if you would like to 
join an organising committee (just temporarily for this event – 
you won’t be committed for life), please contact the parish 
office  
 
No Reconciliation or Adoration this Tuesday 23 September 
 
Bereavement Ministry – Expressions of Interest 
Losing a loved one is one of the deepest sorrows in this life, 
and the beginning of a journey of grief. As the Church we can 
help to lighten this burden, with the help of volunteers who 
might provide support for the bereaved in various ways – for 
example, helping in preparation for a funeral, following up 
after a funeral with a cup of tea, providing a meal during a 
time of grief, or other ways. Formation will be provided to all 
involved as needed before we commence the ministry.  
If you would like to know more or if you have any suggestions, 
please contact the parish office. 
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre. 
Date: 3 October 
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more info. 
 
STIC Young Adults - 7pm Thursdays 
25 Sept: 5:30 Unanderra Mass, 6:45 Dinner @ Unanderra Hotel  
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our WhatsApp for regular updates. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending  14 September 2025   
$830 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$473 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$264 Tap Point donations 
$324 Planned giving envelopes 
$584 Direct debits (weekly average from August). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
 
CWL craft stall - Sunday 26 October 2025 
The Catholic Women’s league will be holding their annual craft 
stall on Sunday 26 October after 8am Mass. On sale will be 
craft items and home baked cakes, slices and biscuits. Please 
bring cash as there’s no eftpos facilities. 
 
Recycling bins - $751 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations towards our 
recycling initiative. Please note that the Vinnies 
Recycle Centre at Unanderra do NOT accept wine 
bottles. Thank you for not including these 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 21 September 2025  
On The Journey this Week:  Fr James McCarthy says in the 2nd 
reading, St Paul urges Christians to pray for everyone so that 
we may live reverent and peaceful lives. Mother Hilda’s story 
of breaking a cane illustrates the truth that 
suffering, if not transformed, is often transmitted 
onto others. Bishop Tony Percy asks: What do we 
value more – friendship or money?  
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCARIS: TESTIMONY NIGHT! 
 SATURDAY, 4 OCTOBER (6PM TO 10PM) 
WILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE: MAIN HALL,  

Inviting all young adults (over the age of 18) to our next 
VOCARIS, a testimony night – a powerful evening of faith, 
testimonies, and community, brought to you by the  
Vocations Promotions Team! .  

What's for Dessert? HOT CHOCOLATE STATION  
For more details and registration visit: dow.sh/4mIVvrD  

VOCATION VIEW  
You cannot serve two masters. Whom do you choose to fol-
low? You have to make a choice. (Luke 16:1-13)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please  
contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez 
at vocations@dow.org.au  

MENALIVE GROWING GOOD MEN 
WEEKEND 2025  

 FRIDAY 5 DEC - SUNDAY 7 DEC 2025 
THE TOPS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

A powerful weekend for fathers and their teenage sons (ages 
12–17). Strengthen your bond, explore the journey into man-
hood, and share in engaging activities, reflection, prayer, and 
a memorable Rite of Passage.  
Places are limited — register early to secure your spot!  
$500 per father & son pair (includes accommodation, meals, 
activities & resources) For more information and registration, 
visit www.dow.org.au/events  

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH 
FESTIVAL  

30 NOV - 2 DEC 2025 
MELBOURNE EXHIBITION CENTRE 

ACYF is a national celebration of faith, drawing together thou-
sands of young people (Year 9 to 25 years old) from across 
Australia for a powerful experience of encounter, formation, 
prayer, and community. .  
Spots are limited and must be finalised by 29 Sept.  
To register, visit dow.org.au/cymw or contact Arnie Hurdoyal 
at arnie.hurdoyal@dow.org.au  

THE BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
20/21 SEPTEMBER 2025 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal will be promoted in our parishes 
at this weekend’s Masses. In recent years, we have had an 
increase in retired clergy in our Diocese, and, thankfully, also 
an increase in the number of seminarians for our Diocese. The 
costs associated with both are greater than we might imagine 
– and yet both are absolutely necessary.  
In the words of Bishop Brian: 
“Our faith calls us to help one another through prayer and action. Offer-
ing dignified support and care for our retired clergy, who have always 
cared for us; and the sound and holistic formation of our Seminarians, 
our future priests, are my responsibilities as your Bishop. I seek your 
prayers and practical support to help me ensure that I can do this. Your 
donation to this appeal is very much appreciated.”  
Donations are tax deductible, and there will be envelopes 
available this weekend or visit www.dow.org.au/giving  

SAVE OUR GIRLS BILL  
2025 SPEAKING TOUR 

HEAR PROLIFE SPEAKER - DR JOANNA HOWE 
7PM, SAT 27 SEPT AT SHELLHARBOUR COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Join people across churches and all walks of life for an event in 
Shellharbour with the formidable Dr Joanna Howe as a part of 
our “Save Our Girls” Speaking Tour. Girls are selectively  
aborted at an alarmingly higher rate in NSW. Hear why John 
Ruddick NSW MLC is introducing a bill to end this and how you 
can help.  
Please join us to hear from Dr Jo with opportunity for Q&A as 
well as supper at the end.  
To register: drjoannahowe.com.au/speakingtour2025-
shellharbour  

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/TestimonyNight
https://www.dow.org.au/events/menalive-growing-good-men-weekend-2024-2/
https://www.dow.org.au/cymw/
http://www.dow.org.au/giving
https://www.drjoannahowe.com.au/speakingtour2025-shellharbour
https://www.drjoannahowe.com.au/speakingtour2025-shellharbour


 21 SEPT 2025 - THE TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Amos 8:4-7  The Lord spoke against those who buy the poor for money. 

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy 
and try to suppress the poor people of the country, 

you who say, ‘When will New Moon be over 
so that we can sell our corn, 

and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat? 
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 

by swindling and tampering with the scales, 
we can buy up the poor for money, 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’ 
The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob, 

‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm - Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 

 1.  Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
    praise the name of the Lord! 
  May the name of the Lord be blessed 
    both now and for evermore!   R. 
 2. High above all nations is the Lord, 
    above the heavens his glory. 
  Who is like the Lord, our God, 
    who has risen on high to his throne 
  yet stoops from the heights to look down, 
    to look down upon heaven and earth?  R. 

3. From the dust he lifts up the lowly, 
   from the dungheap he raises the poor 
 to set him in the company of princes, 
   yes, with the princes of his people.  R. 

 
 
Second Reading - 1 Timothy 2:1‐8  Let prayers be offered to God for everyone; he wants all people to be saved. 

My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for everyone – petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially 
for kings and others in authority, so that we may be able to live religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and 
will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be saved and reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is only one God, and there 
is only one mediator between God and mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. He is the 
evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have been named a herald and apostle of it and – I am telling the truth and no lie – a 
teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans. 

In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in prayer, with no anger or argument. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty.  Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 16:1-13    You cannot be slaves of God and money 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘There was a rich man and he had a steward denounced to him for being wasteful with his property. He called for the man and said, 
“What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are not to be my steward any longer.” Then 
the steward said to himself, “Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. 
Go begging? I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when I am dismissed from office there will be some 
to welcome me into their homes.” 

Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, “How much do you owe my master?” “One hundred measures of 
oil” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond; sit down straight away and write fifty.” To another he said, “And you, sir, 
how much do you owe?” “One hundred measures of wheat” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond and write eighty.” 

‘The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own 
kind than are the children of light. 

‘And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you 
into the tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things can be trusted in great; the man who is dishonest in little things 
will be dishonest in great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if 
you cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? 

‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the 
second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.’ 


