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Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
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Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Nella Abbatantuono,  William Blattman, John Harris,  Marta Boncompagni, 
  John Wyatt Mark Bogoni, May Garrety, Graeme Mayo, 

              Prayers for the sick   Fr Benedict Groeshel (CFR) 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

THE TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 28 SEPT 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 29 Sep 
Sts Michael, Gabriel, 
Raphael, archangels 

 
No Mass today due to clergy retreat
  

 

Tues 30 Sep 
St Jerome, priest,  

doctor 
No Mass today due to clergy retreat  

Wed 1 Oct 
St Therese of the child 

Jesus, virgin, doctor 

 No Mass today due to clergy retreat 
 

Thurs 2 Oct 
The Holy Guardian 

Angels 
No Mass today due to clergy retreat  

Fri 3 Oct 
Adoration: 6pm - 9pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 8:50pm 

No Mass today due to clergy retreat 

Sat 4 Oct 
St Francis of Assisi 

Mass:                   5pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 5 Oct 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
This weekend, our partner parish of St Therese will be celebrating the Feast of St Therese (usually on 1st October, but movable 
to Sunday in parishes under her patronage). This is also an opportunity for us all to grow in our connection with this great Saint. 
In October 2023, Pope Francis wrote an Apostolic Exhortation to the worldwide Church about St Therese, called “On Confidence 
in the Merciful Love of God”, which I encourage you all to read. In it he wrote: 

“Saint Therese is one of the best known and most beloved saints in our world. Like Saint Francis of Assisi, she is loved by non-
Christians and nonbelievers as well. In addition, she has been recognized by UNESCO as one of the most significant figures for 
contemporary humanity…Not long after her death, Saint Pius X, sensing her spiritual grandeur, stated that she would become the 
greatest saint of modern times.” 

Ordination to the Priesthood: Deacons Joseph, Sinh and Darren 
We congratulate Deacon Joseph, along with Deacon Sinh and Deacon Darren, who will be ordained together to the Priesthood 
on Saturday 13th December at 10am, at All Saints Church, Shellharbour. We continue to give thanks for Deacon Joseph’s 
ministry among us as Deacon, but also look forward to having Father Joseph serving in our parishes of West Wollongong and 
Unanderra! Let us pray for them all during this sacred and joyful time of preparation – and I encourage you all to come along to 
show them our support and prayers on their big day. 

Clergy Retreat: Cancellation of Monday to Friday Mass, Reconciliation, Adoration  
Deacon Joseph and I will be joining most of the clergy of the Diocese for our annual Clergy retreat from Monday to Friday this 
coming week. As such Masses, Reconciliation and Adoration will be cancelled from Monday to Friday. Please keep the clergy of 
the Diocese in your prayers, and be assured that we will be praying for all of you too. 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Love the Lord your God with all your passion, prayer, and intelligence…Love others as 
well as yourselves. These two commands are pegs; everything hangs on them.’ One 
morning at prayer this was the Gospel passage taken from my modern translation of 
the Bible.  

Without a thought my mind went back to a story an elderly gentleman relayed to 
me. His wife wasn’t well, and he had hung the washing out to dry. A couple of hours 
later his unwell wife was at the clothesline rehanging the washing. Why? She was 
used to using all the same-coloured pegs and only when that colour had all been 
used, she would change to another colour peg. Pedantic you could say! 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could be so pedantic about our love for God and for 
others? What a different world we would be living in. 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

September Church Washing Barbara Farraway 

Sat 27 Sep Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams , A Williams 

Sat 27 Sep Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 27 Sep M Carolan    

8am 28 Sep C Lyon  
A Kelly,               

N Dunne 
Schools Holidays  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 4 Oct Church Cleaning Volunteers needed  

Sat 4 Oct Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 4 Oct C Carolan  S Adams   

8am 5 Oct M Matos  G Simmonite  Schools Holidays  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  



PARISH NEWS 
Saturday evening Mass time change at Unanderra after 
Daylight Saving: As has been the custom in recent years, 
starting from Saturday October 11th, the Saturday evening 
Mass at Unanderra will change from 5pm to 6pm to 
accommodate Daylight Savings. All other Mass times will 
remain unchanged across the two parishes. 
 
Living Faith books - October to December 
The new edition of Living Faith books is available now at the 
side door of the church. Each day in Living Faith you are invited 
to receive the Word of God and then to pause, to reflect and 
ponder. Cost is now $7. Please leave your money in the 
container. 
 
CWL craft stall - Sunday 26 October 2025 
The Catholic Women’s league will be holding their annual craft 
stall on Sunday 26 October after 8am Mass. On sale will be 
craft items and home baked cakes, slices and biscuits. Please 
bring cash as there’s no eftpos facilities. 
 
Vinnies News 

The Unanderra Vinnies Conference is supporting a 
single family with four young children who were 
recently homeless. We are in need of a lounge and 
TV to finish furnishing an emergency housing 
property for them. If anyone has an unwanted TV 

or lounge they would like to donate please contact Mick 
Winner on 0423 658 411. 

 
Alpha Come and See celebration - Wed 15 October  
During the past 6 seasons of Alpha over 250 people 
of all stages of life and faith have come to a new or 
deeper encounter with Jesus and his church. On 
Wed 15 October at St Therese Parish Centre we will 

have a one-off “come and see” evening, commencing at 7pm, 
for any of you who might like to get a glimpse of what Alpha is 
all about, hearing from some of those who have most recently 
done Alpha. Please also consider who you might invite along to 
this. Register via the QR code or call the Parish office. 
 
Becoming Catholic 
A number of adults in have expressed an interest in becoming 
Catholic in recent months, and Fr Duane is currently in the 
process of meeting with them and developing the next 
preparation program. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in knowing more, please contact the parish office and Fr Duane 
will get in touch about next steps. 
 
Community Fun Day - Sunday 2 Nov at Edmund Rice College 
Save the date for our annual “Community Fun Day”. We are 
also keen to make this day even more fun and family friendly 
this year, so if any of you have any ideas or if you would like to 
join an organising committee please contact the parish office  
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre. 
Date: 3 October 
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more info. 
 
STIC Young Adults - October Events: 
All Young Adults (18+) are invited to join us on 
Thursdays 7pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
2, 9, 23 October: Formation and Fellowship 
*Sunday* 12 Oct: Pilgrimage to St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral 
16 Oct: Guest Speaker – Being Her Village: What a Pro-life Church 
Looks Like. Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our whatsapp for regular updates. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 21 September 2025   
$682 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$563 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$269 Tap Point donations 
$294 Planned giving envelopes 
$584 Direct debits (weekly average from August). 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 28 September 2025  
On The Journey this Week: Fr Joshua Whicker MGL says that 
we often cling to good things out of fear of missing out, 
without caring if others go without. Mother Hilda says we 
have all experienced William Arthur Dunkerley’s quote that 
“Love ever lives, and while it lives, it gives. Bishop 
Tony Percy says that this week’s readings 
challenge our comfort-zone around wealth 
creation and just distribution.    
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCARIS: TESTIMONY NIGHT! 
 SATURDAY, 4 OCTOBER (6PM TO 10PM) 
WILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE: MAIN HALL,  

Inviting all young adults (over the age of 18) to our next 
VOCARIS, a testimony night – a powerful evening of faith, 
testimonies, and community, brought to you by the  
Vocations Promotions Team! .  

For more details and registration visit: dow.sh/4mIVvrD  

VOCATION VIEW  
Who do you identify with – the rich man or Lazarus? Choose 
to notice others and to reach out to those in need. Support 
those who serve the poor. (Luke 16:19-31) If you want to talk 
about your vocation, please contact the diocesan vocations 
director, Fr Duane Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

MENALIVE GROWING GOOD MEN 
WEEKEND 2025  

 FRIDAY 5 DEC - SUNDAY 7 DEC 2025 
THE TOPS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

A powerful weekend for fathers and their teenage sons (ages 
12–17). $500 per father & son pair (includes accommodation, 
meals, activities & resources) For more information and regis-
tration, visit www.dow.org.au/events  

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH 
FESTIVAL  

30 NOV - 2 DEC 2025 
MELBOURNE EXHIBITION CENTRE 

ACYF is a national celebration of faith, drawing together thou-
sands of young people (Year 9 to 25 years old) from across 
Australia for a powerful experience of encounter, formation, 
prayer, and community. .  
Spots are limited and must be finalised by 29 Sept.  
To register, visit dow.org.au/cymw or contact Arnie Hurdoyal 
at arnie.hurdoyal@dow.org.au  

THE BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you for your support for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, 
which Deacon Joseph spoke about last weekend. There are 
some envelopes remaining on the church tables which you 
can complete and return in the coming week if you wish to 
donate to the support of our seminarians and retired clergy.  

CROSS+GEN—FREE TECHNOLOGY 
TRAINING FOR SENIORS 

CatholicCare Wollongong and Catholic Education DoW will 
host their popular Cross+Gen Technology program at Corpus 
Christi, Oak Flats. This program pairs students with seniors to 
help the latter with technology challenges. Seniors can bring 
their phones, laptops, or tablets.  
The sessions will be held over four weeks:  
Friday 24 Oct, 7 Nov, 21 Nov, 5 Dec, 11am-1pm.  
Contact Jane Hollier, at CatholicCare, at 0417 018 152 or 
janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au to secure your spot.   

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/TestimonyNight
https://www.dow.org.au/events/menalive-growing-good-men-weekend-2024-2/
https://www.dow.org.au/cymw/


 28 SEPT 2025 - THE TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Amos 6:1,4-7  You who give yourself to licentiousness and revelry will be exiled. 

The almighty Lord says this: 
Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion 

and to those who feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria, 
those famous men of this first of nations 

to whom the House of Israel goes as client. 
Lying on ivory beds 

and sprawling on their divans, 
they dine on lambs from the flock, 

and stall‐fattened veal; 
they bawl to the sound of the harp, 

they invent new instruments of music like David, 
they drink wine by the bowlful, 

and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, 
but about the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all. 

That is why they will be the first to be exiled; 
the sprawlers’ revelry is over. 

 
Responsorial Psalm - Praise the Lord, my soul. 

 1.  It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed. 
  It is he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free.  R. 
 2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down, 
  the Lord, who protects the stranger and upholds the widow and orphan.  R. 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
 The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age.    R. 

 
 
Second Reading - 1 Timothy 6:11-16  Obey the commandments to the coming of the Lord. 

As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient and gentle. Fight the good fight 
of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were called when you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in 
front of many witnesses. Now, before God the source of all life and before Christ, who spoke up as a witness for the truth in front of 
Pontius Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you have been told, with no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

who at the due time will be revealed 
by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
who alone is immortal, 
whose home is in inaccessible light, 
whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: 
to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty.  Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 16:19-31  During your life good things came your way just as bad things came the way of Lazarus.  

    Now he is being comforted while you are in agony. 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at 
his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s 
table. Dogs even came and licked his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to the bosom of Abraham. The 
rich man also died and was buried. 

  ‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out, “Father Abraham, 
pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” “My son,” 
Abraham replied “remember that during your life good things came your way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is 
being comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has been fixed, to stop anyone, if he 
wanted to, crossing from our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from your side to ours.” 

  ‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my father’s house, since I have five brothers, to give them warning so 
that they do not come to this place of torment too.” “They have Moses and the prophets,” said Abraham “let them listen to them.” 
“Ah no, father Abraham,” said the rich man “but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent.” Then Abraham said to 
him, “If they will not listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.”’ 


