
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Sr Martina Sarkis, Nella Abbatantuono,  Manuel Mamanglu, Walter Van Linden, 
  John Wyatt Giuseppe Rostirola, Tracey Marchesi, 

              Prayers for the sick   Pat Heffernan, Janice Powell 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

THE TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 5 OCT 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 6 Oct 
St Bruno, priest 

 
Mass: 8am 
  

 

Tues 7 Oct 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 8 Oct  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 9 Oct 
St Denis, bishop,  
and companions 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 10 Oct  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 11 Oct 
St John XXIII, pope 

Mass:                   5pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 12 Oct 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
I write this message from the Annual Clergy Retreat, taking place in the beauty of the Hermitage, Mittagong. It has been a 
refreshing time away from the busyness of life, and as I have been praying for you all I have been wishing that you too might be 
able to receive the spiritual benefits that we have been blessed to receive here. As clergy we are blessed with this opportunity 
for a guided retreat built into our schedule each year, and I know it is practically more difficult for lay people to manage this in 
your schedules. We’re told in the Gospels that Jesus often went away to a lonely place of his choosing, to pray for extended 
periods of time, and in this he gives us an example, of the importance of time and place when it comes to deepening our lives of 
prayer. As such I take this opportunity to encourage every one of you, in your unique and varied circumstances, to do your best 
to make it a regular practice to find a window of time, of whatever length, to go to a place of beauty (of which we are blessed 
with many in our own local area), to be alone with God, and find refreshment for your soul. Of course, the one hour we can 
spend together in the Church every Sunday at Mass is itself the most fruitful of all “retreats”, and Deacon Joseph and I look 
forward to serving you with new energy at Mass – which we were reminded here is the “source and summit of the Christian life”. 

As we enter the month of October, we remember that this is the “Month of the Rosary”. The Rosary is perhaps the most well 
known Catholic prayer outside of the Mass itself, and Pope John Paul II wrote a powerful letter on the Rosary in 2002, where he 
explained its continued relevance, its fruitfulness in many ways for our world – including as a prayer for peace – and gave 
practical suggestions for praying the Rosary in a fruitful and meditative way. You can access his letter by searching online for the 
“Apostolic Letter On the Most Holy Rosary”.  

We have also had a number of Brown Scapulars generously made by a parishioner, now available to anyone who would be 
interested in obtaining one. The Brown Scapular is an ancient devotion to Our Lady through the spirituality of the Carmelites, 
and is closely connected with the Rosary. There is a special prayer of “enrolment” in the spiritual communion of the Carmelites 
which accompanies the wearing of the Brown Scapular. If anyone is interested in receiving a Brown Scapular and the 
accompanying blessing and enrolment, this will take place after the 5:30pm Mass on Tuesday 7th October, which is the 
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary, at Immaculate Conception Church. If you would like to enter into this devotion but are 
unable to attend at this time, please contact the parish office. 

 Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Strolling through the food court of a local shopping centre my eyes peered towards a man who 
captured my attention. He  was sitting by himself and just had his food delivered to his table. I cannot 
tell you what the food was, but I can tell you he was covered in tattoos and had earrings dangling from 
his ears. He wore just a singlet. You could not help but notice him. My mind was creating judgments 
and expressing comments to myself. ….. that was until he blessed himself before commencing to eat 
his fare. I could not believe the 360 deg turnaround in my mind. I was taken by his faith, his 
awareness, and actions. His actions quietly caused me to question myself.  

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 4 Oct Church Cleaning Volunteers needed  

Sat 4 Oct Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 4 Oct C Carolan  S Adams   

8am 5 Oct M Lyon  G Simmonite  Schools Holidays  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 11 Oct Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis  

Sat 11 Oct Lawns M & J Winner, Walsh, Carrigan, Bennett, Meers  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 11 Oct N O’Donoghue  B Farraway   

8am 12 Oct M Lyon  J Sharwood  Schools Holidays  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 
No morning tea this Sunday 5 October 
There will be no morning tea this Sunday 5 October. However, 
the CWL will serve morning tea on Sunday 26 October and will 
incorporate their craft stall on this day. On sale will be craft 
items and home baked cakes, slices and biscuits. Please bring 
cash as there’s no eftpos facilities. 
 
CWL meeting - 9 October 2025 
The monthly meeting of the CWL will be held on Thursday 9 
Oct 2025 at 10 am in St Joseph’s Room. Everyone is welcome 
to join us for a cuppa and chat before the meeting.   
 
Saturday evening Mass time change at Unanderra after 
Daylight Saving: As has been the custom in recent years, 
starting from Saturday October 11th, the Saturday evening 
Mass at Unanderra will change from 5pm to 6pm to 
accommodate Daylight Savings.  
 
Living Faith books - October to December 
The new edition of Living Faith books is available now at the 
side door of the church. Each day in Living Faith you are invited 
to receive the Word of God and then to pause, to reflect and 
ponder. Cost is now $7. Please leave your money in the 
container. 
 
Vinnies News 

The Unanderra Vinnies Conference would like to 
sincerely thank the generous Parishioners who 
donated two lounges, a TV and other household 
items to finish furnishing our emergency 
accommodation house in Unanderra for a single 

parent with four young children. The family were very 
appreciative and said Vinnies turned a house into a home. 
 
Alpha Come and See celebration - 7pm, Wed 15 October  

During the past 6 seasons of Alpha over 250 people 
of all stages of life and faith have come to a new or 
deeper encounter with Jesus and his church.  
On Wed 15 October at St Therese Parish Centre we 
will have a one-off “come and see” evening  for any 

of you who might like to get a glimpse of what Alpha is all 
about. Please also consider who you might invite along to this. 
Register via the QR code or call the Parish office. 
 
Becoming Catholic 
A number of adults have expressed an interest in becoming 
Catholic in recent months, and Fr Duane is currently in the 
process of meeting with them and developing the next 
preparation program. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in knowing more, please contact the parish office and Fr Duane 
will get in touch about next steps. 
 
Community Fun Day - Sunday 2 Nov at Edmund Rice College 
Save the date for our annual “Community Fun Day”. We are 
also keen to make this day even more fun and family friendly 
this year, so if any of you have any ideas or if you would like to 
join an organising committee please contact the parish office  
 
STIC Young Adults - October Events: 
All Young Adults (18+) are invited to join us on 
Thursdays 7pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
9, 23 October: Formation and Fellowship 
*Sunday* 12 Oct: Pilgrimage to St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral 
16 Oct: Guest Speaker – Being Her Village: What a Pro-life Church 
Looks Like. Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join 
our whatsapp for regular updates. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 28 September 2025   
$682 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$463 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$283 Tap Point donations 
$294 Planned giving envelopes 
$586 Direct debits (weekly average from September). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$1,540 Bishop’s Annual Appeal - thank you! 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 5 October 2025  

The Journey is the weekly podcast for 
parishioners in the Diocese of Wollongong. Each 
week it brings you great music, formation in 
faith, with an array of fantastic presenters from 
our Diocese and around Australia.  
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG  
MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST LAUNCH    

FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 (6:30AM - 8AM) 
XAVIER CONFERENCE ROOM, 38 HARBOUR ST, W’GONG 

Enjoy a breakfast buffet, prayer and inspiring guest speaker 
Peter Abela. Be supported and inspired by other men,  
seeking to be authentic disciples on mission.  
 
RSVP: Monday, 17 November dow.sh/mpb25  

Cost: $20  
The Men's Prayer Breakfast Series is organised by the Office of Renewal and 
Evangelisation and menALIVE in the Diocese of Wollongong  

VOCATION VIEW  
The Spirit of God makes us strong, loving and wise. How will 
you use these gifts to serve the gospel? Consider being a  
sister, brother, priest or deacon (2 Timothy 1:6-8. 13-14)  
 
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

MENALIVE GROWING GOOD MEN 
WEEKEND 2025  

 FRIDAY 5 DEC - SUNDAY 7 DEC 2025 
THE TOPS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

A powerful weekend for fathers and their teenage sons (ages 
12–17). $500 per father & son pair (includes accommodation, 
meals, activities & resources) For more information and regis-
tration, visit www.dow.org.au/events  

MISSION MINDSET RETREAT  
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS EVENT 

12PM, SATURDAY 18 OCT 2025 
 ST MARY STAR THE SEA PARISH CENTRE, GERRINGONG  

We are all called to mission, wherever we are and whatever 
we are doing. We are missionaries of the everyday.  
Join NET Ministries Australia & New Zealand as they dive into 
what it means to have a mission mindset. Whether you’re 
interested in mission or wondering what it looks like in our 
church, come along and bring a friend. We hope to see you 
there atop the beautiful hill overlooking Gerringong!  
 
RSVP by Thurs 16 October via email to youth@dow.org.au or 
register dow.org.au/events/mission-mindset-retreat  

CROSS+GEN—FREE TECHNOLOGY 
TRAINING FOR SENIORS 

CatholicCare Wollongong and Catholic Education DoW will 
host their popular Cross+Gen Technology program at Corpus 
Christi, Oak Flats. This program pairs students with seniors to 
help the latter with technology challenges. Seniors can bring 
their phones, laptops, or tablets.  
The sessions will be held over four weeks:  
Friday 24 Oct, 7 Nov, 21 Nov, 5 Dec, 11am-1pm.  
 
Contact Jane Hollier, at CatholicCare, at 0417 018 152 or 
janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au to secure your spot.   

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.dow.org.au/events/mens-prayer-breakfast-launch/
https://www.dow.org.au/events/menalive-growing-good-men-weekend-2024-2/
https://www.dow.org.au/events/mission-mindset-retreat/


 5 OCT 2025 - THE TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Habakkuk 1:2‐3,2:2‐4  The just will live by faithfulness 

How long, O Lord, am I to cry for help 
while you will not listen; 

to cry ‘Oppression!’ in your ear 
and you will not save? 

Why do you set injustice before me, 
why do you look on where there is tyranny? 

Outrage and violence, this is all I see, 
all is contention, and discord flourishes. 

Then the Lord answered and said, 
‘Write the vision down, 

inscribe it on tablets 
to be easily read, 

since this vision is for its own time only: 
eager for its own fulfilment, it does not deceive; 

if it comes slowly, wait, 
for come it will, without fail. 

See how he flags, he whose soul is not at rights, 
but the upright man will live by his faithfulness. 

 
Responsorial Psalm - If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 1.  Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
    hail the rock who saves us. 
  Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
    with songs let us hail the Lord.    R. 
 2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
    let us kneel before the God who made us: 
  for he is our God and we 
    the people who belong to his pasture, 
    the flock that is led by his hand.   R. 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
   ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
   as on that day at Massah in the desert 
 when your fathers put me to the test; 
   when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ R. 

 
 
Second Reading - 2 Timothy 1:6‐8,13‐14  Never be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord. 

I am reminding you to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you when I laid my hands on you. God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity, 
but the Spirit of power, and love, and self‐control. So you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or ashamed of me for 
being his prisoner; but with me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God. 
Keep as your pattern the sound teaching you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. You have been trusted 
to look after something precious; guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! The word of the Lord stands forever: it is the word given to you, the Good News.  Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 17:5‐10   If you had faith! 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could say to this 
mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you. 

‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, would say to him when he returned from the fields, “Come and have your 
meal immediately”? Would he not be more likely to say, “Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait on me while I eat and drink. 
You can eat and drink yourself afterwards”? Must he be grateful to the servant for doing what he was told? So with you: when you 
have done all you have been told to do, say, “We are merely servants: we have done no more than our duty.”’ 


