
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Sr Martina Sarkis, Nella Abbatantuono,  Manuel Mamanglu, Shirley Steele, Josie Fenech, 
  John Wyatt Tommy McNally, Bill Hayden, Judith Salway  

              Prayers for the sick   Clara Dredge, Mavis Stubbs, Neville Smith  
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 19 OCT 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 20 Oct 

 
Mass: 8am 
  

 

Tues 21 Oct 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 22 Oct 
St John Paul II, pope 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 23 Oct 
St John of Capistrano, 

priest 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 24 Oct 
St Anthony Claret, 

bishop 
 Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 25 Oct Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 26 Oct 

 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
This Sunday is World Mission Day. Pope Francis’s message for this day, written in January of this year, was entitled “Missionaries 
of Hope Among All Peoples”. In his words: 
“May we feel inspired to set out in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus to become, with him and in him, signs and messengers of hope 
for all, in every place and circumstance that God has granted us to live. May all the baptised, as missionary disciples of Christ, 
make his hope shine forth in every corner of the earth!”  
One way we can contribute to this mission globally is by supporting the charitable work of Catholic Mission. This weekend we 
will have the opportunity to donate to Catholic Mission through envelopes, an exit collection, or go to catholicmission.org.au to 
donate at any time. I am aware that we have had a number of appeals in recent months, and I thank you for your generosity to 
all these good causes.  

As we approach the month of November during which we especially pray for those who have died, as is our custom, all are 
welcome to send names of deceased loved ones to the parish office for us to include in our Book of Remembrance throughout 
November. On the evening of Sunday 2nd November, at 7pm to 8pm, we will also have a special opportunity to pray 
“Vespers” (Evening Prayer from the Divine Office), led by some of our young adults, to which all are invited, including quiet 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, singing led by the young adults, an opportunity to light candles for deceased loved ones at 
Our Lady’s shrine, concluding with Benediction.  

On the morning of Sunday 2nd November we will be holding our annual “Community Fun Day” from 11:30am until about 
2:30pm at Edmund Rice College, where both parish communities can come together and invite others to connect with us in a 
relaxed atmosphere, with face painting for the children, games and sport for older children and adults, and of course a free 
sausage sizzle. Save the date, come along for any part of the day, and invite everyone! 

 Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Last week I relayed the story of a dad and his two young sons who tragically drowned. It was a 
sad story.  

On the wharf was a life buoy which could have been used to save those in trouble but sadly 
only a week before this event the life buoy was stolen. That was a sensless act and probably 
even carried out in a sense of fun.  

How differently that story may have ended had the life buoy been there. There are little life 
buoys in life that we may steal or destroy not recognising the damage we are doing. Speaking 
ill of another? Ignoring someone who may delay us longer than we wish? Too tired just to go 
that extra step?  

How might you be a life buoy to someone this week? 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 18 Oct Church Cleaning F Fernandez, B Rice, R Tassone  

Sat 18 Oct Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 18 Oct D Nugent  T Chicharo  

8am 19 Oct A Kelly  
A Arnone,           

A Browne 

Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters A Gunning, M Cauduro, C Garrett  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 25 Oct Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, Hurley, Vaafusuaga, A Bill  

Sat 25 Oct Lawns Mannix, Brown, Caruana, Lonard, Sharwood, 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 25 Oct T Chicharo    

8am 26 Oct C Walsh A Kelly  
Sandra & Lisa Michelin, 

Ella Alessi  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

catholicmission.org.au


PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy.  
 

November Masses - book of remembrance  
As we prepare for November as the month of praying for all 
souls, please email the Parish office with any names of the 
deceased that you would like to be included in the parish book 
of remembrance, with the subject “November Masses”  
 
CWL craft stall - 26 October 
The CWL will hold their annual craft stall on Sunday 26 October 
after the 8am Mass. On sale will be craft items and home 
baked cakes, slices and biscuits. Please bring cash as there’s no 
eftpos facilities. 
 
High School Youth Group: “Revive Youth”  
Meet fortnightly 7pm - 9pm at St Therese Parish Centre.  
Date: 31 October 
Come along and enjoy fun games, snacks and meet awesome 
people. Contact reviveyouth25@gmail.com for more info.  
 
Becoming Catholic 
A number of adults have expressed an interest in becoming 
Catholic in recent months, and Fr Duane is currently in the 
process of meeting with them and developing the next 
preparation program. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in knowing more, please contact the parish office and Fr Duane 
will get in touch about next steps. 
 
Community Fun Day - Sunday 2 Nov at Edmund Rice College 
Save the date for our annual “Community Fun Day”. We are 
also keen to make this day even more fun and family friendly 
this year, so if any of you have any ideas or if you would like to 
join an organising committee please contact the parish office  
 
STIC Young Adults - October Events: 
All Young Adults (18+) are invited to join us on 
Thursdays 7pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
23 Oct: Formation and Fellowship.  
30 Oct: 5:30 Unanderra Mass, 6:45 Dinner @ 
Unanderra Hotel  
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join our 
whatsapp for regular updates. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 12 October 2025   
$737 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$370 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$362 Tap Point donations 
$305 Planned giving envelopes 
$586 Direct debits (weekly average from September). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$1,540 Bishop’s Annual Appeal - thank you! 
 
Parish Dinner - save the date 
The next joint Parish dinner will be held on 14 November at 
6pm at Figgy Sports. Please reserve a seat by contacting the 
Parish office 4271 1068 or email unanderra@dow.org.au 
 
Recycling bins - $751 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations towards our 
recycling initiative. Please note that the Vinnies 
Recycle Centre at Unanderra do NOT accept wine 
bottles. Thank you for not including these bottles. 
 
Used stamps for Peru  
Please remember to place all of your used stamps (leaving a 
1cm / ½" border) in the box near the side door of the church. 
All used stamps donated are sent to Sydney to raise money for 
the work of the Sisters of St Joseph in Peru. 
 
 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 19 October 2025  
The Journey is the weekly podcast for parishioners in the 
Diocese of Wollongong. Each week it brings you 
great music, formation in faith, with an array of 
fantastic presenters from our Diocese and around 
Australia.  
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG  
MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST LAUNCH    

FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 (6:30AM - 8AM) 
XAVIER CONFERENCE ROOM, 38 HARBOUR ST, W’GONG 

Enjoy a breakfast buffet, prayer and inspiring guest speaker 
Peter Abela. Be supported and inspired by other men,  
seeking to be authentic disciples on mission.  
RSVP: Monday, 17 November dow.sh/mpb25  

Cost: $20  
The Men's Prayer Breakfast Series is organised by the Office of Renewal and 
Evangelisation and menALIVE in the Diocese of Wollongong  

VOCATION VIEW  
Pray persistently and God will respond. Ask God to bless the 
Church with faith-filled ministers. (Luke 18:1-8)  
 
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

MENALIVE GROWING GOOD MEN 
WEEKEND 2025  

 FRIDAY 5 DEC - SUNDAY 7 DEC 2025 
THE TOPS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

A powerful weekend for fathers and their teenage sons (ages 
12–17). $500 per father & son pair (includes accommodation, 
meals, activities & resources) For more information and regis-
tration, visit www.dow.org.au/events  

CARMELITE SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
FOR LAY SEEKERS & SEARCHERS  

10AM, SATURDAY 18 OCT 2025 
For those thirsting for God, a Carmelite Spirituality Group can 
offer an opportunity to explore one of the Church’s richest 
spiritual traditions. This pathway can give you spiritual nour-
ishment for the journey ahead. It can be a place to start when 
we want to build a deeper relationship with our God.  
 
Join us on Saturday, 18 October at 10 am for a cuppa,  
followed by prayer and a time for answering your questions 
about this ancient tradition where lay people have discovered 
over the centuries hidden wisdom handed down through our 
saints, such as St Teresa of Avila and St Therese of Lisieux.  
 
Inquiries: Please contact: Gabrielle Fogarty at: 
gfogarty@exemail.com.au or 0409 327 563  

CROSS+GEN - FREE TECHNOLOGY 
TRAINING FOR SENIORS 

CatholicCare Wollongong and Catholic Education DoW will 
host their popular Cross+Gen Technology program at Corpus 
Christi, Oak Flats. This program pairs students with seniors to 
help the latter with technology challenges. Seniors can bring 
their phones, laptops, or tablets.  
The sessions will be held over four weeks:  
Friday 24 Oct, 7 Nov, 21 Nov, 5 Dec, 11am-1pm.  
 
Contact Jane Hollier, at CatholicCare, at 0417 018 152 or 
janeh@catholiccare.dow.org.au to secure your spot.   

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.dow.org.au/events/mens-prayer-breakfast-launch/
https://www.dow.org.au/events/menalive-growing-good-men-weekend-2024-2/


 19 OCT 2025 - THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Exodus 17:8‐13  As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage 

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for yourself, and tomorrow morning march 
out to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, the staff of God in my hand.’ Joshua did as Moses told him and marched 
out to engage Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had 
the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek. But Moses’ arms grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it 
under him and on this he sat, Aaron and Hur supporting his arms, one on one side, one on the other; and his arms remained firm till 
sunset. With the edge of the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people.  
 
 
Responsorial Psalm - Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 1.  I lift up my eyes to the mountains; 
    from where shall come my help? 
  My help shall come from the Lord 
   who made heaven and earth.  R. 
 2. May he never allow you to stumble! 
    Let him sleep not, your guard. 
  No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
    Israel’s guard.    R. 

3. The Lord is your guard and your shade; 
   at your right side he stands. 
 By day the sun shall not smite you 
   nor the moon in the night.  R. 
4. The Lord will guard you from evil, 
   he will guard your soul. 
 The Lord will guard your going and coming 
   both now and for ever.   R. 

 
 
 
Second Reading - 2 Timothy 3:14‐4:2  This is how the people of God become equipped and ready for every good work. 

You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be true; remember who your teachers were, and how, ever since you were 
a child, you have known the holy scriptures – from these you can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All scripture is inspired by God and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and teaching them 
to be holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully equipped and ready for any good work. 

  Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of the living and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name of his Appearing 
and of his kingdom: proclaim the message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct error, call to obedience – 
but do all with patience and with the intention of teaching. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! The word of God is living and active; it probes the thoughts and motives of our hearts.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 18:1-8    God will see those who cry to him vindicated. 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge in a certain town’ he said 
‘who had neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the same town there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, “I want 
justice from you against my enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God nor 
respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to 
death.”’ 

  And the Lord said ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry to him day 
and night even when he delays to help them? I promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily. But when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find any faith on earth? 


