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 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
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 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
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 Mobile: 0403 296 837 
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 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 
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 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Manuel Mamanglu, Bill Micallef, Patricia Geyling 
   Allison Baxendale, Bonnie Grech, Madeline Heffernan 

              Prayers for the sick   Louise Packham, Faye Cunningham, Josie Newman 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran 

THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) — 26 OCT 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 27 Oct 

 
Mass: 8am 
  

 

Tues 28 Oct 
Sts Simon and Jude, 

apostles 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 29 Oct  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 30 Oct 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 31 Oct 
St Anthony Claret, 

bishop 
 Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 1 Nov 
All Saints Day 

Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 2 Nov 
All Souls Day 

Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 
Adoration and Vespers: 7pm - 8pm 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
Next Sunday is our annual Community Fun Day, and I thank in advance all of the volunteers from our two parishes and primary 
schools who are combining to plan what looks like a wonderful day of connection for all. There will be a wide range of activities, 
with face painting for the little ones (and not so little ones if desired) along with a range of other games and sports for all ages, 
and of course the opportunity to simply sit and chat over a free sausage sizzle or BYO picnic. This is one of those events where 
we can invite everyone to connect with us and with each other, and in a time when there is a lot of isolation, loneliness and 
division, every chance to build connection and community is precious. Come along for any part of the day and feel free to take 
flyers to invite others along too!  

Last week, we had a wonderful post-Alpha celebration and “come and see” event, and many people are already signing up for 
our next Alpha, commencing Wednesday January 28th at 7pm at St Therese Parish Centre. Alpha is a wonderful way for anyone 
at any stage of life and faith to connect with each other and explore faith together in a relaxed and welcoming environment. 
There are registration cards available at the doors of the church, for you to use to register or to invite others along. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY: HOLY HOUR AND VESPERS FOR OUR DECEASED LOVED ONES   

On the evening of Sunday 2nd November from 7pm to 8pm we will have the opportunity here in the church for a special hour of 
prayer for our deceased loved ones, beginning with Exposition at 7pm, followed by quiet prayer, then Vespers (Evening Prayer 
from the Divine Office) with singing led by some of our young adults from 7:30pm, concluding at 8pm with Benediction. All are 
welcome to any or all of this hour of prayer.  

 

 Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

It was time to tidy up my back room. It is a spare room and one where I tend to dump things if I am 
in a hurry. 

In the tidying up I came across a Find A Word book. Not long after this discovery I decided to have 
some lunch. While enjoying my lunch I chose to do a Find A Word puzzle. An interesting realisation  
was mine. I was not focussing on a particular word I needed to find; rather my eyes were just gazing 
on letters. Much to my surprise the words were easy to see  in that the words really found me. I was 
not searching I was glancing. Without seeking the spiritual, I realised this method of Find A Word 
where I glanced over letters was like prayer. Often in prayer we go searching for God, darting here 
and there, rather than just being present to God and allowing  God to seek us.  

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

October Church Washing Fiona Fernandez 

Sat 25 Oct Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, Hurley, Vaafusuaga, A Bill  

Sat 25 Oct Lawns Mannix, Brown, Caruana, Lonard, Sharwood, 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 25 Oct T Chicharo    

8am 26 Oct C Walsh A Kelly  
Sandra & Lisa Michelin, 

Ella Alessi  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
October Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 1 Nov Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams  

Sat 1 Nov Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 1 Nov M Rodwell S Adams  

8am 2 Nov D Ferrer  G Simmonite  
Maria Matos,          

Anne Vaassen  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  



PARISH NEWS 
 
November Masses - book of remembrance  
As we prepare for November as the month of praying for all 
souls, please email the Parish office with any names of the 
deceased that you would like to be included in the parish book 
of remembrance, with the subject “November Masses”  
 
CWL craft stall - 26 October 
The CWL will hold their annual craft stall on Sunday 26 October 
after the 8am Mass. On sale will be craft items and home 
baked cakes, slices and biscuits. Please bring cash as there’s no 
eftpos facilities. 
 
Your help would be appreciated 
Every week many parishioners volunteer in various ministries 
to keep our parish running smoothly.  We are grateful for all 
the work they do. Would you be able to give one hour of your 
time each month to volunteer in one of the parish ministries to 
help those who are already volunteering? We urgently need 
more people to: 
• Clean our beautiful church (1 hour every 5 weeks)  
• Mow the lawns in the church grounds (every 6 weeks) 
• Lectors and Welcomers at weekend masses 
• Children’s Liturgy during 8am mass on Sunday 
• Flower Arranging.   
Please give some thought to volunteering. For more 
information contact Barbara 0419 989608 
 
Vinnies News 

Another week has passed and 12 families in 
Unanderra were visited and assisted with food, 
some with clothing also. Two were victims of 
domestic violence and Vinnies were able to help 
with relocation and transport costs. Thank you for 

your generous support and prayers. We are all together in the 
endeavour to address these social injustices. 
 
Diamond Women - request 
A baby car seat & stroller suitable for a newborn is needed by 
a young mum due in December. If you have one, not being 
used, please contact Fiona Carolan 0413 121383. 
Diamond Women is a pregnancy counselling charity supporting 
mums & babies in need. 
 
Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage - Thursday 20 November 
This cross, embedded with relics of the Holy Family and St 
Mary MacKillop, serves as a symbol of the powerful 
contributions that Christian migrants have made to the Church 
here in Australia.  
Immaculate Conception Parish is privileged to be hosting 
the cross on the evening of Thursday 20 November. 
The Cross will be present at our 5.30pm Mass and 6.00pm 
Rosary and Adoration. After the Mass, we are planning to host 
a dinner. Please contact the Parish office if you are willing to 
help coordinate dinner. 
 
Christmas Day lunch - 12pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
We will be hosting our 3rd Christmas Day lunch at the St 
Therese Parish Centre. If you would like to be involved with 
the organising team for this day, would you please contact 
Melissa at the Parish office. 

 
STIC Young Adults  
All Young Adults (18+) are invited to join us on 
Thursdays 7pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
30 Oct: 5:30 Unanderra Mass, 6:45 Dinner @ 

Unanderra Hotel. Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) 
to join our whatsapp for regular updates. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 19 October 2025   
$688 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$445 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$274 Tap Point donations 
$344 Planned giving envelopes 
$586 Direct debits (weekly average from September). 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 26 October 2025  
On the Journey this week: Fr Richard Healey says the parable 
of the Pharisee and the tax collector should be understood as 
a lawsuit where God is the judge who vindicates the humble 
over the self-righteous. Mother Hilda tells her own parable of 
how we react to God. Bishop Tony Percy says this 
week’s Gospel begs two questions: am I humble 
and what is humility? Christy Honeysett on 
awakening hope, and Peter Abela walks us along 
the tightrope of hope. Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG  
MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST LAUNCH    

FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 (6:30AM - 8AM) 
XAVIER CONFERENCE ROOM, 38 HARBOUR ST, W’GONG 

Enjoy a breakfast buffet, prayer and inspiring guest speaker 
Peter Abela. Be supported and inspired by other men,  
seeking to be authentic disciples on mission.  
RSVP: Monday, 17 November dow.sh/mpb25  
Cost: $20  
The Men's Prayer Breakfast Series is organised by the Office of Renewal and 
Evangelisation and menALIVE in the Diocese of Wollongong  

VOCATION VIEW  
Be humble and allow God to do great things through you. 
(Luke 18:9-14)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

MENALIVE GROWING GOOD MEN 
WEEKEND 2025  

 FRIDAY 5 DEC - SUNDAY 7 DEC 2025 
THE TOPS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

A powerful weekend for fathers and their teenage sons (ages 
12–17). $500 per father & son pair (includes accommodation, 
meals, activities & resources) For more information and regis-
tration, visit www.dow.org.au/events  

GUADALUPE:  
MOTHER OF HUMANITY  

SPECIAL FILM SCREENING - EMPIRE CINEMA BOWRAL 
THURSDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 6:00PM  

You’re invited to a special community screening of the ac-
claimed documentary film Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity at 
the Empire Cinema, Bowral. In 1531, on a quiet hill near Mexi-
co City, a heavenly apparition changed the course of history. 
The Virgin Mary appeared to a humble indigenous peasant 
named Juan Diego, and left behind a miraculous sign: her im-
age imprinted on his cloak, known as the tilma. 
All tickets $15 – Purchase here  
Watch the trailer here or visit the official film website for 
more information  at www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo 

CATHEDRAL JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE 
AND FEAST DAY CELEBRATION  
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL, WOLLONGONG 

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 
As part of the Jubilee Year 2025, all are warmly invited to 
gather at the Cathedral for this special celebration. The  
program is as follows:  
11am – 12pm: Veneration of Relic of St Francis Xavier, reconciliation 
12.10pm: Mass of St Francis Xavier Feast  
See event details here: www.lumenchristi.org.au/
celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day  
Come, walk in faith and be renewed in hope.  

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.dow.org.au/events/mens-prayer-breakfast-launch/
https://www.dow.org.au/events/menalive-growing-good-men-weekend-2024-2/
https://www.empirecinema.com.au/news/guadalupe-mother-humanity-community-screening
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-szddvegmyo
https://www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo
https://lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day
https://lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day


 26 OCT 2025 - THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Ecclesiasticus 35:12‐14, 16‐19   The prayer of the humble will penetrate the heavens.  

The Lord is a judge 
  who is no respecter of personages. 

He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a poor man, 
  he listens to the plea of the injured party. 

He does not ignore the orphan’s supplication, 
  nor the widow’s as she pours out her story. 

The man who with his whole heart serves God will be accepted, 
  his petitions will carry to the clouds. 

The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, 
  until it arrives he is inconsolable, 

nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, 
  acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement. 

And the Lord will not be slow, 
  nor will he be dilatory on their behalf. 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm - The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 

 1.  I will bless the Lord at all times, 
    his praise always on my lips; 
  in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
   The humble shall hear and be glad   R. 
 2. The Lord turns his face against the wicked 
    to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 
  The just call and the Lord hears 
    and rescues them in all their distress.   R. 

3. The Lord is close to the broken‐hearted; 
   those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
 The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
   Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - 2 Timothy 4:6‐8,16‐18  All that remains is the crown of righteousness reserved for me. 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I 
have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 

The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support me. Every one of them deserted me – may they 
not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be 
proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on 
me, and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.  
Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 18:9-14     The publican returned to his home justified; the pharisee did not. 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being virtuous and despised everyone else: ‘Two men 
went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I 
thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector 
here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to 
heaven; but he beat his breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God; 
the other did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’  


