
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 John Brame Stephen Cabor, Leo Haywood, Bertha Varley, 
   Ron Fowler, Vincent Stubbs, Teresa Leggott, 

              Prayers for the sick   Aileen Brown 
Louise Packham, Faye Cunningham, Josie Newman 
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,     

THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED — 2 NOV 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 3 Nov 
Mass: 8am 
Rosary:                 8:30am   

Tues 4 Nov 
St Charles Borromeo, 

bishop 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 5 Nov  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 6 Nov 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 7 Nov  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 8 Nov Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 9 Nov 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
As we begin the month of November, we remember our deceased loved ones, as well as all the deceased who have no one to 
pray for them. Just as our prayers and acts of love help each other in this life, so too this communion of love and prayer 
continues beyond death, providing mutual help towards heaven.  Pope Benedict XVI wrote powerfully of this in his Encyclical 
“Spe Salvi” – “In Hope we were Saved” –  

“The belief that love can reach into the afterlife, that reciprocal giving and receiving is possible, in which our affection for 
one another continues beyond the limits of death – this has been a fundamental conviction of Christianity throughout the 
ages and it remains a source of comfort today…our lives are involved with one another, through innumerable interactions 
they are linked together. No one lives alone. No one sins alone. No one is saved alone...in the interconnectedness of Being, 
my gratitude to others – my prayers for them – can play a small part in their purification. And for that there is no need to 
convert earthly time into God's time: in the communion of souls simple terrestrial time is superseded. It is never too late to 
touch the heart of another, nor is it ever in vain.”   

This weekend, All Saints Day will be celebrated at the Saturday morning 9am Mass at St Therese, and the 4 Sunday Masses 
beginning with the Saturday 6pm Vigil Mass at Unanderra will be Masses celebrated for All Souls. Then, throughout the month of 
November, we will be offering Masses for All Souls especially remembering those listed in our book of remembrance. You can 
still send names of deceased loved ones through to be included in that book. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES: SUNDAY 7PM 

On the evening of Sunday 2nd November from 7pm to 8pm there will be a special hour of prayer for the deceased beginning 
with Exposition at 7pm, followed by quiet prayer, then at 7:30pm, sung Vespers (Evening Prayer from the Divine Office) where 
Deacon Joseph will preside and give a reflection, along with singing led by some of our young adults. It will conclude at 8pm with 
Benediction. All are welcome to any or all of this hour of prayer.  

 Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

It was early when I took a stroll to the beach, near to where I was staying. Sitting on a log I 
pondered the surroundings accompanied by the music of the birthing waves.  

From my log I pondered the various prints in the sand. There was quite a menagerie of prints 
which had not been spoilt by the human prints that would soon disturb the pattern.  

What beauty may your day bring to others? How will your footprints call others to recognise 
your inner beauty? How will you impact your home and neighbourhood this week? 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 1 Nov Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams  

Sat 1 Nov Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 1 Nov M Rodwell S Adams  

8am 2 Nov D Ferrer  G Simmonite  
Maria Matos,          

Anne Vaassen  

Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 8 Nov Church Cleaning McInerney Family, M Smith  

Sat 8 Nov Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 8 Nov M Carolan  B Farraway   

8am 9 Nov T Vaafusuaga  J Sharwood  
Kylie & Molly Hertsch, 

Gemma Farrugia  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Invitation - Ordination to the Priesthood - Rev Sinh Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Nguyen - Saturday 13 Dec 2025 
The Most Reverend Brian G Mascord DD Bishop of Wollongong 
will ordain to the priesthood Rev FX Sinh Truong Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Vuong Nguyen on Saturday 13 
December 2025. The presence and the prayers of the 
Parishioners of Unanderra Parish are warmly invited. 
Where: All Saints Catholic Church, Shellharbour 
19 College Ave, Shellharbour City Centre 
Time: 10am 
RSVP: 29 November 2025 by this link  
www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/ 
 
Parish Dinner - 14 November 2025 
The next joint Parish dinner will be held on 14 November at 
6pm at Figgy Sports. Please reserve a seat by contacting the 
Parish office 4271 1068 or email unanderra@dow.org.au  
 
Your help would be appreciated 
Every week many parishioners volunteer in various ministries 
to keep our parish running smoothly.  We are grateful for all 
the work they do. Would you be able to give one hour of your 
time each month to volunteer in one of the parish ministries? 
We urgently need more people to: 
• Clean our beautiful church (1 hour every 5 weeks)  
• Mow the lawns in the church grounds (every 6 weeks) 
• Lectors and Welcomers at weekend masses 
• Children’s Liturgy during 8am mass on Sunday 
• Flower Arranging.   
Please give some thought to volunteering. For more 
information contact Barbara 0419 989608 
 
CWL - thank you 
Thank you to everyone who supported Unanderra CWL’s Crafty 
Angels Craft Stall. We are so grateful for your kind generosity. We 
raised $1,445.25. A wonderful effort to all. This money will help 
support our existing charities and many others in need in our 
Community and beyond. God Bless to all.  
Congratulations to our Raffle prize winners: 
• $50 voucher- A Davis 
• $50 voucher- C Brown 
• Hand knitted teddy bear- H Murphy 
• Wine & glasses pack- Rodd 
• Towel set- Margaret 
• Candle & jewellery box- E Sharwood 
• Bath sheet set- L Crowe 
• Craft pack- V Parnis 
Racquel was the lucky winner of the guessing competition of the 
jar of Mentos. There were 123 and the guess was 120. Well done.  
 
Multicultural event: Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage  
As part of the Jubilee Year, a Migrant Jubilee Cross, embedded 
with relics of the Holy Family and St Mary MacKillop, will be 
traveling around the churches in Australia. This cross serves as 
a symbol of the powerful contributions that Christian 
migrants have made to the Church throughout Australia.  
Our parish, as one of the Jubilee pilgrimage sites of the 
Diocese, is privileged to be hosting the cross on the evening of 
Thurs 20th Nov. The Cross will be present at the 5:30pm Mass, 
and after the Mass, there will be a dinner, including various 
cultural dishes. All are welcome to come along with traditional 
cultural dress, and feel free to bring cultural food (including 
from local culture) to share for the dinner (and if you plan to 
bring food please contact our parish office for planning 
purposes). 
 
Mass Counts: 
During the Sunday Masses of November, we will have our 
annual Mass count – a simple head count of parishioners after 
the homily.  

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 2 November 2025  
On the Journey this week: Fr Mike Delaney says Jesus’ 
encounter with the widow of Nain reveals his mission to bring 
hope and new life to the poor, marginalised, and broken-
hearted. Mother Hilda wonders what presence we will leave 
behind in the places we have lived. Bishop Tony 
Percy says the reason people don’t become saints is 
because they refuse to be themselves.  
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG  
MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST LAUNCH    

FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 (6:30AM - 8AM) 
XAVIER CONFERENCE ROOM, 38 HARBOUR ST, W’GONG 

Enjoy a breakfast buffet, prayer and inspiring guest speaker 
Peter Abela. Be supported and inspired by other men,  
seeking to be authentic disciples on mission.  
RSVP: Monday, 17 Nov dow.sh/mpb25 Cost: $20  

VOCATION VIEW  
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (2/11/25)  
The souls of the just are in God’s hands because Jesus opened 
the gates of heaven. We pray for those who are unable to 
pray for themselves. If you want to talk about your vocation, 
please contact the diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane  
Fernandez at vocations@dow.org.au  

GUADALUPE:  
MOTHER OF HUMANITY  

SPECIAL FILM SCREENING - EMPIRE CINEMA BOWRAL 
THURSDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 6:00PM  

You’re invited to a special community screening of the  
acclaimed documentary film Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity 
because some miracles refuse to fade!  
All tickets $15 – Purchase here  
Watch the trailer here or visit the official film website for 
more information  at www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo 

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED 

Parish Finances - week ending 26 October 2025   
$645 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 

$401 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$318 Tap Point donations 
$344 Planned giving envelopes 
$586 Direct debits (weekly average from September). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$1,873.50 Catholic Mission donations—thank you! 
 
Christmas Day lunch - 12pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 
We will be hosting our 3rd Christmas Day lunch at the St 
Therese Parish Centre. If you would like to be involved with 
the organising team for this day, please contact the Parish 
office. 
 
Community Fun Day - Sunday 2 Nov 
All are welcome to our Community Fun Day at Edmund Rice 
College, this Sunday 2nd November from 11:30am, either 
bring a picnic or enjoy a free sausage sizzle, and lots of activi-
ties and opportunities for all ages to connect. No need to 
RSVP, just come along!   
 
Vinnies News 
Newly released figures highlight a grim reality across N.S.W, 
showing close to 2,200 people sleep literally on the 
streets.  Wollongong recorded 80 people and the numbers 
are rising. While street sleeping is the most VISIBLE form of 
homelessness, it accounts for only a fraction of the 122,000 
people experiencing homelessness nationwide. Your support 
assists Vinnies work in this area of need and we thank you.   

https://www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/
http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.dow.org.au/events/mens-prayer-breakfast-launch/
https://www.empirecinema.com.au/news/guadalupe-mother-humanity-community-screening
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-szddvegmyo
https://www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo


 2 NOV 2025 - THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  2 Maccabees 12:42‐45    

 Judas took a collection from them individually, amounting to nearly two thousand drachmae, and sent it to Jerusalem to have a 
sacrifice for sin offered, an altogether fine and noble action, in which he took full account of the resurrection. For if he had not 
expected the fallen to rise again it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead, whereas if he had in view the 
splendid recompense reserved for those who make a pious end, the thought was holy and devout. This was why he had this 
atonement sacrifice offered for the dead, so that they might be released from their sin.  

 
 

Responsorial Psalm - The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want 

 1.  The lord is my shepherd; 
  There is nothing I shall want. 
  Fresh and green are the pastures  
  Where he gives me repose 
  Near restful waters he leads me, 
  To revive my drooping spirit.       R. 
 2. He guides me along the right path; 
  He is true to his name. 
  If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
  No evil would I fear. 
  You are there with your Crook and your staff; 
  With these you give me comfort   R. 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
 In the sight of my foes. 
 My head you have anointed with oil; 
 My cup is overflowing     R. 
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
 All the days of my life. 
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell  
 For ever and ever.    R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - Philippians 3:20‐21   

For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure 
these wretched bodies of our into copies of his glorious body. He will do that by the same power with which he can subdue the whole 
universe. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! This is the will of my Father, says the Lord, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given to me, and that I 
should raise it up in the last day. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Gospel - Luke 7:11-17     Young man, I say to you, get up. 

Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his disciples and a great number of people. When he was near the gate of the town 
it happened that a dead man was being carried out for burial, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a considerable 
number of the townspeople were with her. When the Lord saw her he felt sorry for her. ‘Do not cry’ he said. Then he went up and put 
his hand on the bier and the bearers stood still, and he said, ‘Young man, I tell you to get up.’ And the dead man sat up and began to 
talk, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Everyone was filled with awe and praised God saying, ‘A great prophet has appeared among us; 
God has visited his people.’ And this opinion of him spread throughout Judaea and all over the countryside.  


