
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 John Brame, Senka Stemberger  Peter Lech, William Varley, Mrs Parisi, Peter Hanrahan, 
   Frank Cordina, Hose Adlawan, Edna Marmont,

              Prayers for the sick   Bruno Corbanese  
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran, 
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, Quoc H Tran, Noel Meddows 

THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA — 9 NOV 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 10 Nov 
St Leo the Great, pope, 

doctor 

Mass: 8am 
Rosary:                 8:30am   

Tues 11 Nov 
St Martin of Tours, 

bishop 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 12 Nov 
St Josaphat, bishop, 

martyr 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 13 Nov 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 14 Nov  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 15 Nov 
St Albert the Great, 

bishop, doctor 

Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 16 Nov 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
Last Sunday’s Community Fun Day was a blessed day of connection and community building, with beautiful weather, a great 
turnout of people of all ages, and various activities including a giant soccer game of adults versus children (congratulations to the 
children for winning the game, after a valiant effort from the adults). Thank you to all of the volunteers from our two parishes, 
and also to the many teachers from our parish schools whose support was absolutely essential to the success of the day. Thank 
you also to CatholicCare for providing the very popular face-painters, along with some of the resources they provide behind the 
scenes to help build and support the community.  

Looking ahead, our next chance to continue to build community among us and others is the joint parish social dinner, this Friday 
14th November from 6pm at Figtree Sports Club. Feel free to invite anyone along, and please be sure to reply to the RSVP details 
in the main section of the bulletin so that we know how many tables to book. 

The following week, on Thursday 20th November, we will have the opportunity of celebrating a multicultural Mass and dinner at 
Unanderra, one of the Jubilee pilgrimage sites of the Diocese, hosting the Migrant Jubilee Cross. All are welcome to join in any 
part of that evening – if anyone does plan to help in any way (including bringing food to the dinner) please contact the 
Unanderra office (more details in main section of bulletin).  

Fr Joseph’s First Thanksgiving Mass 

On the evening of Deacon Joseph’s Ordination as Priest (Saturday 13th December) he will be the main celebrant at Mass for the 
first time at the 6pm Vigil Mass at Unanderra. This will be a special celebration for Fr Joseph and our parish, followed by a light 
supper. Fr Joseph will be joined for this special Thanksgiving Mass by Fr Darren McDowell and Fr Sinh Le as the three of them 
travel to each other’s parishes over that weekend’s Masses, as well as a number of other concelebrants, seminarians, family 
members and friends. We look forward to celebrating that special day, beginning with the Ordination Mass and concluding with 
Fr Joseph’s first thanksgiving Mass – save the date! 

 Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Shirley, a parishioner, was daily catching the 11:25 train each day to visit John in Bulli Palliative Care. 
This particular day Shirley was running late and had reconciled herself to the fact she would not 
make the usual train and so headed for the 12:25 train. Arriving at the station and with minutes for 
the train to arrive a conversation started up between Shirley and a young family. Shirley said she was 
going to visit her husband who was dying. The young man said he would say a prayer for John. 
Shirley asked the religion with which he was affiliated. To this he responded he was a parishioner at 
St Therese. The train came and they parted ways. 

Arriving at the hospital Shirley was informed by her daughter that John had died. It was a very 
peaceful death. Shirley learnt that he died at 12:25. That would have been the time the stranger was 
offering a prayer for John. 

How amazing and what a grace filled  God moment. That young man may never know what his 
prayer meant to another but what a blessing! May we too offer prayers for those in need and trust 
that God is in the moment. 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 8 Nov Church Cleaning McInerney Family, M Smith  

Sat 8 Nov Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 8 Nov M Carolan  B Farraway   

8am 9 Nov T Vaafusuaga  J Sharwood  
Kylie & Molly Hertsch, 

Gemma Farrugia  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 15 Nov Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis  

Sat 15 Nov Lawns No lawnmowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 15 Nov C Carolan  T Chicharo  

8am 16 Nov P Gunning  
A Arnone,           

A Browne  

Leah Galea,          

Alison Sharwood  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  



PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Invitation - Ordination to the Priesthood - Rev Sinh Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Nguyen - Saturday 13 Dec 2025 
The Most Reverend Brian G Mascord DD Bishop of Wollongong 
will ordain to the priesthood Rev FX Sinh Truong Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Vuong Nguyen on Saturday 13 
December 2025. The presence and the prayers of the 
Parishioners of Unanderra Parish are warmly invited. 
Where: All Saints Catholic Church, Shellharbour 
19 College Ave, Shellharbour City Centre 
Time: 10am 
RSVP: 29 November 2025 by this link  
www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/ 
 
CWL - Thursday 13 Nov 2025 
The monthly meeting of the CWL will be held on Thursday, 13 
November 2025 at 10 am in St Joseph’s Room. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for a cuppa and chat before the meeting.   
 
Parish Dinner - 14 Nov 2025 
The next joint Parish dinner will be held on 14 November at 
6pm at Figgy Sports. Please reserve a seat by contacting the 
Parish office 4271 1068 or email unanderra@dow.org.au  
 
Your help would be appreciated 
Every week many parishioners volunteer in various ministries 
to keep our parish running smoothly.  We are grateful for all 
the work they do. Would you be able to give one hour of your 
time each month to volunteer in one of the parish ministries? 
We urgently need more people to: 
• Clean our beautiful church (1 hour every 5 weeks)  
• Mow the lawns in the church grounds (every 6 weeks) 
• Lectors and Welcomers at weekend masses 
• Children’s Liturgy during 8am mass on Sunday 
• Flower Arranging.   
Please give some thought to volunteering. For more 
information contact Barbara 0419 989608 
 
Vinnies News 

One of the visits recently was to a homeless, 
jobless man. It was discovered he was living at the 
address of another regular client. This second man 
gave him shelter, fed him and expressed emotional 
support. "He can stay as long as he needs."  

We were witnesses to a modern Good Samaritan, one with 
compassion that expressed itself in action. A man living the 
gospel calling. We came away enriched and blessed. Please 
continue to join us in praying for our work and our clients. 
 
Multicultural event: Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage  
As part of the Jubilee Year, a Migrant Jubilee Cross, embedded 
with relics of the Holy Family and St Mary MacKillop, will be 
traveling around the churches in Australia. This cross serves as 
a symbol of the powerful contributions that Christian 
migrants have made to the Church throughout Australia.  
Our parish, as one of the Jubilee pilgrimage sites of the 
Diocese, is privileged to be hosting the cross on the evening of 
Thurs 20th Nov. The Cross will be present at the 5:30pm Mass, 
and after the Mass, there will be a dinner, including various 
cultural dishes. All are welcome to come along with traditional 
cultural dress, and feel free to bring cultural food (including 
from local culture) to share for the dinner (and if you plan to 
bring food please contact our parish office for planning 
purposes). 
 
Mass Counts: 
During the Sunday Masses of November, we will have our 
annual Mass count – a simple head count of parishioners after 
the homily.  
 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 9 November 2025  
On the Journey this week:  Fr Joshua Whitehead says today’s 
feast reminds us of our unity with the universal Church and 
with Christ our Saviour. Mother Hilda says we are the Father’s 
house, and God’s zeal is for our welfare and ultimate 
happiness. Bishop Tony Percy echoes Saint Carlo 
Acutis saying we are all “born originals but die as 
photocopies.” Byron & Francine Pirola explore how 
couples can strengthen their relationship by 
capitalising. Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCATION VIEW  
Jesus is the living sanctuary, and we are His living body in the 
Spirit.  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

GUADALUPE:  
MOTHER OF HUMANITY  

SPECIAL FILM SCREENING - EMPIRE CINEMA BOWRAL 
THURSDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 6:00PM  

You’re invited to a special community screening of the  
acclaimed documentary film Guadalupe: Mother of Humanity 
because some miracles refuse to fade!  
All tickets $15 – Purchase here  
Watch the trailer here or visit the official film website for 
more information  at www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo 

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED 
The Promise - Advent & Christmas Daily reflections  

(available now at the side door of the church) 
Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this  
Advent and  Christmas with this beautifully  
presented 88-page book of daily reflections,  
designed to guide you from the beginning of  
Advent (30 November 2025) through to the  
Baptism of the Lord (11 January 2026). Each 
page offers profound insights through Scripture
-based meditations and contemplative prayers 

that invite you to recognise God’s promise fulfilled in Christ 
and to live in joyful anticipation of his coming.  
Cost is $5/booklet. Please leave your money in the container. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 2 November 2025   
$684 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 

$433 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$305 Tap Point donations 
$307 Planned giving envelopes 
$616 Direct debits (weekly average from October). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$1,873.50 Catholic Mission donations - thank you! 
 
STIC Young Adults Thursdays 7pm St Therese Parish Centre 
13 Nov: Formation and Fellowship 
20 Nov: Migrant Jubilee Cross Event @ Unanderra 
27 Nov: End of Year Potluck and Trivia - Bring your 
friends! 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to 
join our whatsapp for regular updates.  
 

Christmas Day lunch  
12pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 

We will be hosting our 3rd Christmas Day lunch 
at the St Therese Parish Centre. If you would like 
to be involved with the organising team for this 
day, please contact the Parish office. 
 
 

https://www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/
http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.empirecinema.com.au/news/guadalupe-mother-humanity-community-screening
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-szddvegmyo
https://www.guadalupethemovie.com/#promo


 9 NOV 2025 - THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Ezekiel 47:1‐2,8‐9,12   I saw water flowing from the temple an all who were touched by it were saved.   

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a stream came out from under the Temple threshold and flowed 
eastwards, since the Temple faced east. The water flowed from under the right side of the Temple, south of the altar. He took me out 
by the north gate and led me right round outside as far as the outer east gate where the water flowed out on the right‐hand side. He 
said, ‘This water flows east down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the 
river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live. Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, and life 
teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, on either bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and 
fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit every month, because this water comes from the sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to 
eat and the leaves medicinal.’  

 
 

Responsorial Psalm - The waters of the river gladden the city of God. 

 1.  God is for us a refuge and strength, 
    a helper close at hand, in time of distress, 
  so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, 
    though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea.  R. 
 2. The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 
    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
  God is within, it cannot be shaken; 
    God will help it at the dawning of the day.   R. 

3. The Lord of hosts is with us: 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 Come, consider the works of the Lord, 
  the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth.  R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 3:9‐11,16‐17  You are the temple of God. 

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, I succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, on which someone else is 
doing the building. Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For the foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one which 
has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ. 

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple 
of God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are that temple. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! I have chosen and sanctified this house, says the Lord, that my name may remain in it for all time. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Gospel - John 2:13‐22      He spoke about the temple of his own body. 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle 
and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon‐sellers, ‘Take all this out of 
here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will 
devour me.The Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this 
sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty‐six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to 
raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.  


