
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Duyet Le  Des Fitzgerald, Fr Tomasz Zaremba (SC),  
   John Richards, Winifred Staunton 

,              Prayers for the sick     
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran, 
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, Quoc H Tran, Noel Meddows 

THE THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 16 NOV 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 17 Nov 
St Elizabeth of Hungry 

Mass: 8am 
Rosary:                 8:30am   

Tues 18 Nov 
St Martin of Tours, 

bishop 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 19 Nov 
St Josaphat, bishop, 

martyr 

Sanctus Summit - Young Adult event 
6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 20 Nov 

Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage  
Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6:30pm 

 

Fri 21 Nov  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 22 Nov 
St Albert the Great, 

bishop, doctor 

Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 23 Nov 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
This coming Thursday 20th November, we will be marking a very unique and special occasion, with the national Pilgrimage of 
the Migrant Jubilee Cross coming to our church. This is an initiative of the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office: a 
reminder of the contributions of migrants and refugees to the Church in Australia, and of the Church as a place of refuge, unity 
and peace for all. The cross is embedded with relics of the Holy Family, who themselves had to leave their home country to seek 
refuge in time of peril – these relics being fragments of the cloak of St Joseph, of the veil of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the 
Holy Crib of the Lord, borrowed from the Augustinians for this year long pilgrimage in Australia. There is also a relic of St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop, the first canonised saint of Australia, being a fragment from her coffin gifted by the Sisters of St Joseph. 
Relics are physical connections with saints or the Lord himself that help us to connect with them spiritually. This traveling cross, 
created for this year-long pilgrimage, is a traveling “reliquary”, and will be present for our 5:30pm Mass this Thursday, as well as 
the Rosary after Mass, and for quiet veneration after the Rosary. There will also be a multicultural dinner after the Rosary at St 
Joseph’s Room. (Note – there will be no Adoration and Reconciliation this Thursday.) If anyone would like to contribute to the 
dinner and hospitality, please contact the parish office. 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
This Sunday 16th November is the 9th World Day of the Poor, a Catholic observance created by Pope Francis. In the words of 
Pope Leo for this day: 
“The celebration of the World Day of the Poor is meant to remind our communities that the poor are at the heart of all our 
pastoral activity. This is true not only of the Church’s charitable work, but also of the message that she celebrates and proclaims. 
God took on their poverty in order to enrich us through their voices, their stories and their faces. Every form of poverty, without 
exception, calls us to experience the Gospel concretely and to offer effective signs of hope.” 

Pope Leo reminds us that grasping on to wealth will only disappoint, saying “all this earth’s goods, material realities, worldly 
pleasures, economic prosperity, however important, cannot bring happiness to our hearts”, and quoting St Augustine (Pope Leo 
being from the Augustinian Order) who once wrote: “Let all your hope be in God: feel your need for him, and let him fill that 
need. Without him, whatever you possess will only make you all the more empty”. May this World Day of the Poor help us all to 
become less focused on gaining more money and possessions, and more focused on deepening our closeness with God, with 
deeper gratitude for all he has blessed us with, and a commitment to using his blessings according to his will.  

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

As I approached the front door this sign greeted me long before I extended my hand to ring 
the doorbell. I knew the family well and their life has had the difficulties like all of us. 

The sign caused me to pause and say ‘yes’ to this in my own life.  

As you enter the door of your home are you able to ponder for a minute the blessings that 
have touched your life? I am sure there have even been challenging things that at the time 
seemed impossible but in hindsight have become viewed as a blessing.  

This week may you pause and express a litany of blessings for which you give thanks. 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 15 Nov Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis  

Sat 15 Nov Lawns No lawnmowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 15 Nov C Carolan  T Chicharo  

8am 16 Nov P Gunning  
A Arnone,           

A Browne  

Leah Galea,          

Alison Sharwood  

Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 22 Nov Church Cleaning F Fernandez, B Rice, R Tassone, N Dunne  

Sat 22 Nov Lawns M & J Winner, Walsh, Carrigan, Bennett, Meers  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

5pm 22 Nov N O’Donoghue    

8am 23 Nov C Lyon  A Kelly  
Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Sanctus Summit - Wed 19 Nov (Young Adults event) 
Monthly adoration for youth and young adults of the 
Diocese. Eucharistic Adoration, Vespers, Preaching, 
and Reconciliation: Wednesday, 19 Nov at Immaculate 
Conception, Unanderra.  
6:30pm - 7:30pm Eucharistic Adoration, followed by 
Dinner at Unanderra Hotel.  

Come along to pray before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament- 
and bring a friend with you.  
 
Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage - 5:30pm Thursday 20 Nov  
The Cross will be present at the 5:30pm Mass, and after the 
Mass, there will be a dinner, including various cultural dishes. 
All are welcome to come along with traditional cultural dress, 
and feel free to bring cultural food (including from local 
culture) to share for the dinner (and if you plan to bring food 
please contact our parish office for planning purposes). 
 
Invitation - Ordination to the Priesthood - Rev Sinh Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Nguyen - Saturday 13 Dec 2025 
The Most Reverend Brian G Mascord DD Bishop of Wollongong 
will ordain to the priesthood Rev FX Sinh Truong Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Vuong Nguyen on Saturday 13 
December 2025. The presence and the prayers of the 
Parishioners of Unanderra Parish are warmly invited. 
Where: All Saints Catholic Church, Shellharbour 
19 College Ave, Shellharbour City Centre 
Time: 10am 
RSVP: 29 November 2025 by this link  
www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/ 
 
Fr Joseph’s First Thanksgiving Mass - 6pm Sat 13 Dec 
Fr Joseph will be the main celebrant at this Mass. A light 
supper will be served in St Joseph’s room afterwards.  
Please join us to celebrate this special occasion. 
 
Christian Meditation Groups at St Therese, Gerringong and 

Kiama warmly invites you to a Retreat Day at the 
Jamberoo Benedictine Abbey on Sat 29 November.  
Enquiries: Email Monica at: 
dowdellmonica8@gmail.com 
 

The Promise - Advent & Christmas Daily reflections  
(available now at the side door of the church) 

Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this  
Advent and  Christmas with this beautifully  
presented 88-page book of daily reflections,  
designed to guide you from the beginning of  
Advent (30 November 2025) through to the  
Baptism of the Lord (11 January 2026). Each page 
offers profound insights through Scripture-based 
meditations and contemplative prayers that 
invite you to recognise God’s promise fulfilled in 

Christ and to live in joyful anticipation of his coming.  
Cost is $5/booklet. Please leave your money in the container. 
 
Mass Counts: 
During the Sunday Masses of Nov, we will have our annual Mass 
count – a simple head count of parishioners after the homily.  
 
Recycling bins - $859 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations towards our recycling 
initiative. Please note that the Vinnies Recycle Centre do NOT 
accept wine bottles. Thank you for not including these bottles. 
 
Used stamps for Peru  
Please remember to place all of your used stamps (leaving a 
1cm / ½" border) in the box near the side door of the church. 
All used stamps donated are sent to Sydney to raise money for 
the work of the Sisters of St Joseph in Peru. 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 16 November 2025  
On the Journey this week:  Fr Rob Galea says he feels 
emotional excitement rather than fear about living in 
challenging times. Mother Hilda says St Paul’s words in 
Romans 8 express a profound truth — For I am certain of this. 
Bishop Tony Percy says that on the one hand, 
work is a necessity. On the other hand, work is a 
calling. We are to live a life of prayer and work – 
Ora et Labora.  
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCATION VIEW  
Patient endurance will see you through to the end. God will 
give you the wisdom and the words to speak. Don’t let  
anything hold you back from a wholehearted “yes.”  
(Luke 21:5-19)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

NEW JOB OPPORTUNITY  
SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

The Office of Professional Standards and Safeguarding are 
currently advertising an exciting new job opportunity. We are 
looking for a detail-oriented and hard working person, who 
cares about the safety of others, to join the team as a  
Safeguarding (Records and Case Management) Officer.  
 
For more information, please visit the Diocesan Safeguarding 
website (www.dow.org.au/safeguarding).  
Applications are due by 5pm on Friday 21 November 2025.  

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED 

Parish Finances - week ending 9 November 2025   
$686 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 

$500 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$288 Tap Point donations 
$317 Planned giving envelopes 
$616 Direct debits (weekly average from October). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$1,873.50 Catholic Mission donations - thank you! 
 
STIC Young Adults Thursdays 7pm St Therese Parish Centre 
20 Nov: Migrant Jubilee Cross Event @ Unanderra 
27 Nov: End of Year Potluck and Trivia - Bring your 
friends! 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to 
join our whatsapp for regular updates.  
 

Christmas Day lunch  
12pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 

We will be hosting our 3rd Christmas Day lunch 
at the St Therese Parish Centre. If you would 
like to be involved with the organising team for 
this day, please contact the Parish office. 
 
 

JAMBEROO ABBEY  
CRAFTS & GIFTS THIS ADVENT  

Prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Lord 
with beautiful Advent candles and wreaths handmade by the 
Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey.  
The Abbey Candles Online Shop offers a range of Advent 
wreaths, carved candles, as well as a variety of spiritual and 
liturgical resources — perfect for personal devotion.  
By purchasing from Jamberoo Abbey, you support the prayer-
ful life and work of the Sisters.  
Shop online: jamberooabbey.org.au/shop  
Abbey Shop open: Mon–Sat, 9.30am–3.30pm, call 4236 0011 

https://www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/
http://www.jcr.org.au
http://www.dow.org.au/safeguarding
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/shop/


 16 NOV 2025 - THE THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  Malachi 3:19‐20   The sun of righteousness will shine on you.   

The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil‐doers will be like stubble. 
The day that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of Hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. 
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays.  

 
 

Responsorial Psalm - The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.  

 1.  Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 
    with the sound of music. 
  With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    acclaim the King, the Lord.   R. 
 2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder; 
   the world, and all its peoples. 
  Let the rivers clap their hands 
    and the hills ring out their joy 
    at the presence of the Lord.   R. 

3. For the Lord comes, 
   he comes to rule the earth. 
 He will rule the world with justice 
   and the peoples with fairness.   R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - 2 Thessalonians 3:7‐12  Do not give anyone food who refuses to work. 

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever have our meals at 
anyone’s table without paying for them; no, we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you. 
This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves an example for you to follow. 

We gave you a rule when we were with you: do not let anyone have any food if he refuses to do any work. Now we hear that there are 
some of you who are living in idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
order and call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and earning the food that they eat. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Gospel - John 2:13‐22      Your endurance will win you your life. 

When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said, ‘All 
these things you are staring at now – the time will come when not a single stone will be left on another: everything will be destroyed.’ 
And they put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they said ‘when will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is about to 
take place?’ 

‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said ‘because many will come using my name and saying, “I am he” and, “The time is near at hand.” 
Refuse to join them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is something that must happen but the 
end is not so soon.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes and plagues and famines here and there; there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.  

‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, 
and bring you before kings and governors because of my name – and that will be your opportunity to bear witness. Keep this carefully 
in mind: you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents 
will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be 
put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you 
your lives.’ 


