
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 

Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 

 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Duyet Le  Winifred Staunton,   
   Annie Clarke, Henry Duxbury, Ellen Walsh 

              Prayers for the sick      
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran, 
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, Quoc H Tran, Noel Meddows 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE — 23 NOV 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 24 Nov 
Sts Andrew Dung-Lac 

and companions 

Mass: 8am 
Rosary:                 8:30am   

Tues 25 Nov 
St Catherine of  

Alexandria 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 26 Nov  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 27 Nov 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 28 Nov  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 29 Nov Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 30 Nov 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
This is the final Sunday of the Liturgical year (with Advent beginning the new Church year next Sunday). On this final Sunday of 
the Liturgical year we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King – also known as the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe. This Feast gives us a timely reminder, even amidst the uncertainties and struggles of our world, that God is still in 
charge, and working out his good purposes for all who seek him. The day will come when this Kingdom will be revealed in all its 
fullness; but now we continue to walk by faith, and we do our part to bring his Kingdom into this world by our lives. 

We will be celebrating two special First Holy Communion Masses in West Wollongong this Saturday and the same in Unanderra 
the following Saturday. (Note – our regular parish Masses will be as normal). I am deeply grateful to the Sacramental Team 
across the two parishes who have prepared the children very well, to all who have helped prepare for the Masses in various 
ways, and to the parents of the children – the first and most important teachers of their children in faith. Let us keep all of the 
children and their families in our prayers during this sacred time, that they may experience more deeply the love and closeness 
of Jesus, and grow deeper in their connection with our parish community. May they all come to a deeper appreciation of the 
precious gift and mystery of the Eucharist all throughout their lives – and may we do the same! 

Thank you to all who attended the Parish Social Dinner last week, and to Mary O’Rourke for organising it for us – over 60 people 
attended from both parishes, as well as friends of parishioners, and it was a lovely atmosphere. We look forward to our next 
instalment of our Parish Social Dinners early in 2026! 

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Over the years I have not held too much faith in my GPS. I’ve seen some stupid things e.g. 
while driving on a long, lonely stretch of road that was going nowhere except straight ahead it 
would tell me to turn left. Had I turned left it would have been into the bushes and to have 
been lost forever. Recently the following message appeared. It was so stupid I stopped the car 
to take the photograph. The GPS says, ‘Driving on Road.’ How helpful is that when you do not 
know where you are going? 

Sometimes God may seem to be a little like my GPS- totally out of the picture for me. 
Sometimes I may feel deserted by God. Just like I have not thrown out the GPS, so too I must 
not dismiss God when God seems absent. Hang in there. God will somehow be seen in the 
goodness, care, concern and help of another, or you may be that other who reveals the face 
of God. Do not give up! 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 22 Nov Church Cleaning F Fernandez, B Rice, R Tassone, N Dunne  

Sat 22 Nov Lawns M & J Winner, Walsh, Carrigan, Bennett, 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 22 Nov N O’Donoghue  T Chicharo  

8am 23 Nov C Lyon  A Kelly  
Alicia Sanchez-Levine, 

Luke Jansons  

Counters Kelly, B Farraway  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 29 Nov Church Cleaning Haywood, L Salway, M Hurley, T Vaafusuaga, 

Sat 29 Nov Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 29 Nov T Chicharo    

8am 30 Nov M Matos  M Smith  
Sandra & Lisa Michelin, 

Elle Alessi  

Counters A Gunning, M Cauduro, C Garrett  



PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Invitation - Ordination to the Priesthood - Rev Sinh Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Nguyen - Saturday 13 Dec 2025 
The Most Reverend Brian G Mascord DD Bishop of Wollongong 
will ordain to the priesthood Rev FX Sinh Truong Le, Rev 
Darren McDowell, Rev Joseph Vuong Nguyen on Saturday 13 
December 2025. The presence and the prayers of the 
Parishioners of Unanderra Parish are warmly invited. 
Where: All Saints Catholic Church, Shellharbour 
19 College Ave, Shellharbour City Centre 
Time: 10am 
RSVP: 29 November 2025 by this link  
www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/ 
 
Fr Joseph’s First Thanksgiving Mass - 6pm Sat 13 Dec 
Fr Joseph will be the main celebrant at this Mass. A light 
supper will be served in St Joseph’s room afterwards.  
Please join us to celebrate this special occasion. 

 
Christian Meditation Groups at St Therese, 
Gerringong and Kiama warmly invites you to a 
Retreat Day at the Jamberoo Benedictine Abbey on 
Sat 29 November.  
Enquiries: Monica at: dowdellmonica8@gmail.com 

 
The Promise - Advent & Christmas Daily reflections  
(available now at the side door of the church) 

Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this  
Advent and  Christmas with this beautifully  
presented 88-page book of daily reflections,  
designed to guide you from the beginning of  
Advent (30 November 2025) through to the  
Baptism of the Lord (11 January 2026). Each page 
offers profound insights through Scripture-based 
meditations and contemplative prayers that 
invite you to recognise God’s promise fulfilled in 

Christ and to live in joyful anticipation of his coming.  
Cost is $5/booklet. Please leave your money in the container. 
 
Vinnies - Christmas Giving Tree 

The Vinnies Giving Christmas Tree will be placed 
next weekend near the Sacred Heart Altar full of 
tags for children’s toys and Christmas food. The 
gifts received from this tree are used by the 
Unanderra Vinnies Conference to distribute 

approx. 50 Christmas hampers and toys for about seventy 
needy children within the Unanderra area. 
Gifts need to be placed under the Giving Tree by Sunday 21 
Dec as hampers and toys will be delivered on Tuesday 23 Dec. 
A big thank you to all the generous parishioners who have 
supported the Vinnies Giving Tree for many years. 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 16 November 2025   
$736 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$447 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$191 Tap Point donations 
$305 Planned giving envelopes 
$616 Direct debits (weekly average from October). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
 
Courtyard clean up 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers 
who gave their time to clean up our 
courtyard - including gardening, pressure 
clean of the pavers, staining the garden 
furniture and creating a ramp access to St 
Joseph’s room. We are very grateful.  
 
Recycling bins - $930 raised this year 
Thank you for all of your donations! 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 23 November 2025  
On the Journey this week:  Fr John Corrigan says the Feast of 
Christ the King reminds the world that Christ’s true kingship 
transcends all earthly powers. Mother Hilda says we can 
counter widespread hate and despair by starting with small 
gestures of love and patience. Bishop Tony Percy says being 
grateful for literally everything in life is a recipe for greatness 
– spiritual magnanimity. Christy Honeysett 
emphasizes that God provides for our needs in the 
present moment rather than stockpiling provisions 
for the future. Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCATION VIEW  
The Church needs shepherds. Pray that the bishops will lead 
us well and rely on the power of God. (2 Samuel 5:1-3) 
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

CATHEDRAL JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE 
AND FEAST DAY CELEBRATION  
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL, WOLLONGONG 

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 
As part of the Jubilee Year 2025, all are warmly invited to 
gather at the Cathedral for this special celebration. The  
program is as follows:  
11am – 12pm: Veneration of Relic of St Francis Xavier, reconciliation 
12.10pm: Mass of St Francis Xavier Feast  
See event details here: www.lumenchristi.org.au/
celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day  
Come, walk in faith and be renewed in hope.  

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED 
STIC Young Adults Thursdays 7pm St Therese Parish Centre 
27 Nov: End of Year Potluck and Trivia - Bring your friends! 
Message us on FB or Insta (@sticyoungadults) to join our 
whatsapp for regular updates.  
 
Vinnies Christmas Cards and Columban calendars 
The Unanderra Conference of St Vincent de Paul will start 
selling their Christmas cards and the Columban calendar next 
weekend. Christmas cards are $5/ pack of ten and the 2026 
Columban Calendar is $10 
 
Revive Youth Retreat - Saturday 6 Dec 2025 
Get excited! Revive Youth has our first Advent Retreat 
locked in for Dec 6th! We're inviting all high school 
students in our parish (and their friends) to join us on 
Dec 6th from 2pm-6pm for fun, games, prayer and 
some Advent reflection. Afternoon tea and dinner included!  
Registration is essential and can be done via the QR code.  
 

Christmas Day lunch  
12pm at the St Therese Parish Centre 

We will be hosting our 3rd Christmas Day lunch at 
the St Therese Parish Centre. If you would like to 
be involved with the organising team for this day, 
please contact the Parish office. 

JAMBEROO ABBEY  
CRAFTS & GIFTS THIS ADVENT  

Prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Lord 
with beautiful Advent candles and wreaths handmade by the 
Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey.  
The Abbey Candles Online Shop offers a range of Advent 
wreaths, carved candles, as well as a variety of spiritual and 
liturgical resources — perfect for personal devotion.  
By purchasing from Jamberoo Abbey, you support the prayer-
ful life and work of the Sisters.  
Shop online: jamberooabbey.org.au/shop  
Abbey Shop open: Mon–Sat, 9.30am–3.30pm, call 4236 0011 

https://www.dow.org.au/ordination-to-the-priesthood/
http://www.jcr.org.au
http://www.lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day
http://www.lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/shop/


 23 NOV 2025 - OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE (YEAR C) 

 

First Reading -  2 Samuel 5:1‐3    They anointed David king of Israel.   

All the tribes of Israel then came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days past when Saul was our 
king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a pact with them at 
Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of Israel.  

 
 

Responsorial Psalm - Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 1.  I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
   ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
  And now our feet are standing 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem.   R. 
 2. Jerusalem is built as a city 
    strongly compact. 
  It is there that the tribes go up, 
    the tribes of the Lord.    R. 

3. For Israel’s law it is, 
   there to praise the Lord’s name. 
 There were set the thrones of judgement 
   of the house of David.    R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - Colossians 1:12‐20   He has taken us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light. 
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness and created a place for us in the kingdom of the Son 
that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first‐born of all creation, 

for in him were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 

everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 

all things were created through him and for him. 
Before anything was created, he existed, 

and he holds all things in unity. 
Now the Church is his body, 

he is its head. 
As he is the Beginning, 

he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 

because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 

and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 

when he made peace 
by his death on the cross. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our Father; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

 

Gospel - Luke 23:35‐43    Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘let him 
save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to offer vinegar they 
said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the other spoke up 
and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we 
are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’ 


