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 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
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Deacon: Dn Joseph Nguyen 
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 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
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Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 

Council President: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

 Duyet Le  Ellen Walsh, Nelson Mandella, 
   Ann McDowell              

         Prayers for the sick      
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,       
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran, 
Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, Quoc H Tran, Noel Meddows 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) — 30 NOV 2025 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 1 Dec 
Mass: 8am 
Rosary:                 8:30am   

Tues 2 Dec 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 3 Dec 
St Francis Xavier, 

priest 

 
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 4 Dec 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 5 Dec Extended Adoration: 6pm - 9pm Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 6 Dec 
St Nicholas, bishop 

Mass:                   6pm 
Rosary: 8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 7 Dec 
Mass: 8am 
Polish Mass: 10am 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

 

Message from Fr Duane 
Our Parish Feast Day is fast approaching! The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and our Parish Feast Day will take place 
on Monday December 8th, and instead of the usual 8am Monday morning Mass, we will be celebrating a special Parish Feast Day 
Mass at 6:30pm followed by light refreshments in St Joseph’s Room. It would be wonderful to see many of us gathering to 
celebrate Our Lady, the Immaculate Conception, and to celebrate our wonderful parish community! 

A big thank you to the team of volunteers who helped to co-ordinate the Mass and celebrations with the Migrant and Refugee 
Jubilee Cross last week, and to all who attended and brought food to share. It was wonderful to see such a full church, with so 
much diversity united as one in worshipping Christ together – a little glimpse of heaven!  

As we begin the new Church year with this First Sunday of Advent, I draw your attention to the next season of Alpha, 
commencing on Wednesday January 28th. For those who are not aware, Alpha is accessible and fruitful for everyone, from those 
who haven’t had any background in faith, to those who have been practising Catholics for decades. It is for people of all 
backgrounds and all ages (over 18). Feel free to register yourself using the Alpha cards (or contact the parish office). Importantly 
– please also consider who in your life you might invite to Alpha. We are so blessed to know the love of God in our lives – and so 
many people in our time have not yet received this opportunity. Alpha is the best way that I have seen to give this opportunity to 
others in a welcoming, relaxed environment. 

Please continue to pray for Deacon Joseph as he continues preparations for his Ordination, having completed his pre-ordination 
retreat this past week, and travelling to Melbourne this weekend for the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. 

Congratulations to the children receiving their First Holy Communion last Saturday and this Saturday in our parishes, and to their 
families and friends. It has been beautiful to see the prayerfulness and joy with which the children and families entered into the 
preparation for and celebration of this special Sacrament. Thank you to the Sacramental Team and all who have helped in any 
way in preparing for these Masses.  

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
 

Walking along the river track with my brother I just happened to turn around and snapped 
this photo. In viewing the photo, I was surprised at the perfect reflection, the sunset, the 
darkness at the edges while also experiencing light, life and colour. I was proud of this 
photo and really it all just came together without any preparation, contemplation, or filters. 
It just happened! 

As we enter Advent it is time to reflect back  while moving forward. How can you thank God 
for all that has been part of your life this year? Sure, there are moments you would have 
preferred not to have happened, there have been disappointments and darkness but also 
there has always been light, life and colour which reflect the presence of your God. What 
words well up in you as a prayer? 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

November Church Washing Helen Murphy 

Sat 29 Nov Church Cleaning Haywood, Salway, M Hurley, Vaafusuaga, Bill  

Sat 29 Nov Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 29 Nov T Chicharo    

8am 30 Nov M Matos  M Smith  
Sandra & Lisa Michelin, 

Elle Alessi  

Counters A Gunning, M Cauduro, C Garrett  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
December  Church Washing Susan Adams 

Sat 6 Dec Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams  

Sat 6 Dec Lawns Brown, Caruana, Lonard, Sharwood, Smith, J Borg  

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 6 Dec D Nugent  S Adams  

8am 7 Dec M Lyon G Simmonite 
Maria Matos,          

Anne Vaassen  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 
 
Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration 
Please use this QR code to register your children for 
Children’s Liturgy. 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception - Monday 8 Dec 
You are invited to our Parish Feast Day celebrations including 
6:30pm Mass followed by refreshments in St Joseph’s room. 
 
Fr Joseph’s First Thanksgiving Mass - 6pm Sat 13 Dec 
Fr Joseph will be the main celebrant at this Mass. A light 
supper will be served in St Joseph’s room afterwards.  
Please join us to celebrate this special occasion. 
 
Vinnies - Christmas Giving Tree 

The Vinnies Giving Christmas Tree placed near the 
Sacred Heart Altar is full of tags for children’s toys 
and Christmas food. The gifts received from this 
tree are used by the Unanderra Vinnies Conference 
to distribute approx. 50 Christmas hampers and 

toys for about seventy needy children within the Unanderra 
area. 
Gifts need to be placed under the Giving Tree by Sunday 21 
Dec as hampers and toys will be delivered on Tuesday 23 Dec. 
A big thank you to all the generous parishioners who have 
supported the Vinnies Giving Tree for many years. 
 
On sale this week at the side door of the church, 2026 
Columban calendars $10, Christmas cards $5  
 
The Promise - Advent & Christmas Daily reflections  
(available now at the side door of the church) 

Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this  
Advent and  Christmas with this beautifully  
presented 88-page book of daily reflections,  
designed to guide you from the beginning of  
Advent (30 November 2025) through to the  
Baptism of the Lord (11 January 2026). Cost is $5/
booklet. Please leave your money in the container. 
 

Christmas Day lunch  
12pm, 25 Dec at the St Therese Parish Centre 

A large Christmas tree has been donated for our Christmas Day 
lunch in the Parish Centre. Do you have Christmas decorations 
that you are willing to donate? We would also like Christmas 
bon bons to share around the tables. Any donations can be left 
in the storage box at the side door of the church.  
 
We would also love volunteers who might be 
available on the day to welcome and mingle 
with guests (approximately 11:45am onwards) 
as well as to clean up at the end of the event 
(approximately 2:30pm). 
 
If you or anyone you know might be interested in attending as 
a guest, or volunteer, please RSVP by 18 December to 
unanderra@dow.org.au with the subject heading “Christmas 
Lunch” for catering and planning purposes. Flyers at the side 
door of the church to invite others.  

 
Revive Youth Retreat - Saturday 6 Dec 2025 
Get excited! Revive Youth has our first Advent 
Retreat locked in for Dec 6th! We're inviting all high 
school students in our parish (and their friends) to 

join us on Dec 6th from 2pm-6pm for fun, games, prayer and 
some Advent reflection. Afternoon tea and dinner included! 
Registration is essential, using the QR code.  
 
STIC Young Adults (18+)  - we are in recess until 2026, stay 
tuned on our social media (@sticyoungadults) for updates  
 
Extended Adoration - 6pm to 9pm Friday 5 Dec 2025 
All are welcome to extended Adoration in the church.  

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 

– Airs Sunday 30 November 2025  
On the Journey this week: Fr Joshua Whicker MGL says the 
first week of Advent has the great call to stay awake and 
prepare for the Lord's coming. Mother Hilda says the prayer 
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening” is a powerful posture 
of attentiveness to remain attentive to God throughout each 
day. Bishop Tony Percy says the word Advent means ‘coming 
towards.’ God comes toward us in three ways. And 
Fr John Corrigan says Christian hope in Advent is 
grounded in the concrete promise of Jesus as God's 
complete remedy. Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

VOCATION VIEW  
As we enter into the season of advent, a time of waiting and 
preparation, consider what the Lord is asking of you in your 
vocation. 
 If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

CATHEDRAL JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE 
AND FEAST DAY CELEBRATION  
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL, WOLLONGONG 

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 
As part of the Jubilee Year 2025, all are warmly invited to 
gather at the Cathedral for this special celebration. The  
program is as follows:  
11am – 12pm: Veneration of Relic of St Francis Xavier, reconciliation 
12.10pm: Mass of St Francis Xavier Feast  
See event details here: www.lumenchristi.org.au/
celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day  
Come, walk in faith and be renewed in hope.  

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED 

Parish Finances - week ending 23 November 2025   
$640 First Collection  -Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$426 Second collection    -Parish expenses 
$388 Tap Point donations 
$224 Planned giving envelopes 
$616 Direct debits (weekly average from October). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  

RETREAT DAY  
AT JAMBEROO ABBEY  

10:15AM - 3:30PM SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 

All are most welcome to join the sisters at 9.00 am for a  
Communion service in the Abbey church. Three talks given by 
the sisters throughout the day. Bring your own lunch.  
Morning tea and coffee provided, cost $50. 
 

CRAFTS AND GIFTS THIS ADVENT  
Prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Lord 
with beautiful Advent candles and wreaths handmade by the 
Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey.  
The Abbey Candles Online Shop offers a range of Advent 
wreaths, carved candles, as well as a variety of spiritual and 
liturgical resources — perfect for personal devotion.  
Shop online: jamberooabbey.org.au/shop  

STOUTHEARTED MEN'S PROGRAM 
- COMING IN 2026  

Stouthearted is a new Jesus centred men's program designed 
to meet a desperate need in men. It's an 8-week program that 
draws from well known experts, shares powerful teachings 
and models real world conversations.  
The Stouthearted program will be running in Wollongong in 
2026, starting on Monday 2 February and finishing on the last 
Monday of March. Register now: dow.sh/stouthearted  

http://www.jcr.org.au
http://www.lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day
http://www.lumenchristi.org.au/celebrations/pilgrimage-and-feast-day
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/shop/
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/Stouthearted


 30 NOV 2025 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

 

First Reading -  Isaiah 2:1‐5    The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.   

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In the days to come 

the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 

All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 

  ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the Temple of the God of Jacob 

  that he may teach us his ways 
  so that we may walk in his paths; 

  since the Law will go out from Zion, 
  and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 

He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 

these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 

Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 

O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
Responsorial Psalm - Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 1.  I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
  And now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.  R. 
 2. It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. 
  For Israel’s law it is, there to praise the Lord’s name. 
  There were set the thrones of judgement of the house of David. R. 

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray: ‘Peace be to your homes! 
 May peace reign in your walls, in your palaces, peace!’   R. 
4.  For love of my brethren and friends I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
 For love of the house of the Lord I will ask for your good  R. 
 

 
 
Second Reading - Romans 13:11‐14   The time has come, our salvation is near. 

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when 
we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up all the things we 
prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently 
as people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or 
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love and grant us your salvation. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Gospel - Matthew 24:37‐44    Stay awake, you must be ready. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people 
were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the 
Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of 
two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 

  ‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder 
had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to 
break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.’ 

 

 


