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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)—7 DEC 2025

Parish VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love for Jesus and for one another,
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,

Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.

Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
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Blessed Virgin Mary
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Recently Deceased
Duyet Le

Prayers for the sick

Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely,
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran,

Anniversaries

Norm Branson Grove Snr, Fr Andrew Apostoli,

Kevin Andrews, lan Ritchie

Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, Quoc H Tran, Noel Meddows

—————
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COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING

ssional Standards and Safeguarding at

safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428.

OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE
For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
our children and vulnerable people, please contact
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of


http://www.corrimalparish.org.au
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We are looking forward to the ordination of Deacons Joseph, Sinh and Darren, next Saturday 13th December, and holding them
all in our prayers during this sacred time. We also look forward to welcoming Joseph for his first thanksgiving Masses as priest on
13th December 6pm at Immaculate Conception Unanderra (joined there by Fr Sinh and Fr Darren as well) and then the following
weekend on Sunday 21st December 10am at St Therese West Wollongong. The first weekend of Masses will be very special for
the three new priests, with many guests joining them to celebrate their first Masses, and they will join each other for their first
Masses as celebrant across that weekend. What a privilege it is for us to have witnessed Joseph serving our parishes so
generously and fruitfully as a Deacon, and now supporting him as he commits himself to a life of serving us and all God’s people
as a Priest. We give thanks to God for Joseph, and also for Sinh and Darren, and continue to pray for more vocations to the
Priesthood for our Diocese of Wollongong.

We also look forward to celebrating our Parish Feast Day this Monday 8th December — the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. This is one of the most important Marian feasts of the year, in its own right, and even more special for us as the
parish of the Immaculate Conception. We will have one special Feast Day Mass at 6:30pm on the evening of Monday 8th
December (replacing the usual 8am Mass) followed by light refreshments, and we hope that many of you are able to come
together to celebrate our Blessed Mother, and our parish community dedicated to her. May the prayers and example of Mary,
conceived without sin, renew and deepen our own faith and lead us to a deeper commitment to God’s will in our individual lives
and as a parish community.

(Note — please arrive at the church after 6pm, as a school graduation liturgy will finish around that time.)

Fr Duane Fernandez
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During the week | went to the Post Office to buy some Christmas stamps. Each year | make a
point of asking for religious stamps. Last Monday was no different but the response | received
did take me back as often | am then given a stamp with the nativity on it.

The young woman went to get the stamps for me and was flipping through them. | am not sure
she knew what she was looking for. Another woman from behind the counter called out and
said, ‘We just have the normal ones.” | was interested to see what ‘normal’ meant.

Back to the counter the young woman came with stamps in hand. | learnt that ‘normal’ meant
Santa Claus and gifts. Yes, they are part of Christmas but what is the real meaning of Christmas |
for you? How do you live this time of preparation for Christmas? In the eyes of most people are

you ‘normal’ or ‘abnormal?’

Sr Kerry Gardiner
ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND

December | Church Washing Susan Adams December | Church Washing Susan Adams

Sat6Dec | Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti, S Adams Sat13Dec | Church Cleaning Volunteers needed

Sat 6 Dec Lawns Brown, Caruana, Lonard, Sharwood, Smith Sat 13 Dec Lawns No lawn mowing this week

Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
6pm 6 Dec D Nugent S Adams 6pm 13Dec | FrJoseph'’s family Chicharo/Adams
. . Sandra Michelin, Kylie & Molly Hertsch,
8am 7 Dec M Lyon G Simmonite Anne Vaassen 8am 14 Dec AKelly J Sharwood Gemma Farrugia
Counters A Kelly, B Farraway Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis
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5 Please use this QR code to register your children for
Chlldren s Liturgy.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception - 6:30pm Monday 8 Dec
: You are invited to our Parish Feast Day celebrations including
: 6:30pm Mass followed by refreshments in St Joseph’s room.

: Fr Joseph’s First Thanksgiving Mass - 6pm Sat 13 Dec

¢ Fr Joseph will be the main celebrant at this Mass. A light
: supper will be served in St Joseph’s room afterwards.

: Please join us to celebrate this special occasion.

Vinnies - Christmas Giving Tree
: ms. 1he Vinnies Giving Christmas Tree placed near the

A Sacred Heart Altar is full of tags for children’s toys
and Christmas food. The gifts received from this
tree are used by the Unanderra Vinnies Conference :
: to distribute approx. 50 Christmas hampers and
: toys for about seventy needy children within the Unanderra
: area. Gifts need to be placed under the Giving Tree by Sunday :
: 21 Dec as hampers and toys will be delivered on Tuesday 23
: Dec. A big thank you to all the generous parishioners who have :
i supported the Vinnies Giving Tree for many years. :

On sale this week at the side door of the church, 2026
: Columban calendars $10, Christmas cards 55

: Church rosters :
: The rosters for the various ministries for Jan to June 2026 have :
: been emailed this week. Thank you for volunteering. If you :
: didn’t receive your roster, please email Barbara at:

: bfarraway@bigpond.com

Christmas Day lunch
12pm, 25 Dec at the St Therese Parish Centre :
X “ You are invited to Christmas Day lunch at the St :
\ Therese Parish Centre. Please RSVP by 18 :
| December to unanderra@dow.org.au with the
subject heading “Christmas Lunch” for catering
& and planning purposes. Flyers available at the
H side door of the church to invite others.
: We would also love volunteers who might be available on the
: day to welcome and mingle with guests (approximately
: 11:45am onwards) as well as to clean up at the end of the
: event (approximately 2:30pm).

: Alpha - Register now - and invite others!

mEsusE Alpha is for people of all backgrounds and a!l ages :
Lo % (over 18), from people with no background in faith to :
those who have been practising Catholics their whole :
: " lives. It begins with a meal and then an engaging
: video on some aspect of life and faith, followed by small group :
: discussion, where people are always made comfortable and
: free to say anything, ask anything, or say nothing and simply ~ :
: listen. No cost, no commitment, feel free to just come and see :
tif it’s as good as it sounds! For catering and planning, please
i register by using this QR code or contacting the parish office.

: CHRISTMAS MASSES
: **Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve) B
:6pm Edmund Rice College Hall (not TIGS Hall)
:6pm Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra
:8pm Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra
:9pm St Therese Church, West Wollongong with
Carols commencing at 8.40pm

.
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: **Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day)

:8am Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra
:10am St Therese Church, West Wollongong

: 10am Polish Mass - Immaculate Conception, Unanderra
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THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME
— AIRS SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER 2025

i On the Journey this week: Fr Mark De Battista says John the
i Baptist’s bold call demonstrates that firm, direct messages are :
i sometimes necessary for salvation. Mother Hilda tells Annie’s
i story of forgiveness: To forgive we must see Christ in those H
i who need our forgiveness. Bishop Tony Percy says John’s i
i message is blunt but simple: Repent, however it is
i supernatural power that evokes repentance, not ==
i our own efforts. From The Passion Advent series, )
i Fr Chris Sarkis says the paradox of Advent is that r 5 §;1§
i by confessing our sinfulness, we open ourselves &
JOURNEY Y

i to God’s love. Listen at www.jcr.org.au

VOCATION VIEW I
I John the Baptist cried out and made ready for the Lord. 1
| Promote the gospel in our community (Luke 3:1-6) 1
1 If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the |
| diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at |
| vocations@dow.org.au 1

GUADALUPE
- MOTHER OF HUMANITY
ST EMPIRE CINEMA, BOWRAL
i WEDNESDAY 10 DECEMBER
i Guadalupe - Mother of Humanity is being shown again on
i Wednesday 10 December 2025 at 10:30am at the Empire
i Cinema Bowral, 327 Bong Bong St Bowral (Ph. 4861 4676).
;The film runs for ~1h, 50m. Please arrive 15min before the
: start.

! JAMBEROO ABBEY
i CRAFTS AND GIFTS THIS ADVENT

|
|
I Prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Lord :
I'with beautiful Advent candles and wreaths handmade by the |
I Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey. |
; The Abbey Candles Online Shop offers a range of Advent !
1 wreaths, carved candles, as well as a variety of spiritual and :
1 liturgical resources — perfect for personal devotion. "
1 Shop online: jamberooabbey.org.au/shop I
: Abbey Shop open: Mon-Sat, 9.30am—3.30pm, call 4236 0011 1

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED

Parish Finances - week ending 30 November 2025

S$687  First Collection - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund
S$567 Second collection - Parish expenses

$304 Tap Point donations

$320 Planned giving envelopes

$585 Direct debits (weekly average from November).

Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly

Gather 2025 - 5pm Monday 15 Dec at Edmund Rice College
All welcome to attend a free, family-friendly community
Christmas Carol evening. BYO picnic from 5pm, followed by
carol singing from 7pm. For more information please contact
Fiona 0413 121383

Volunteers needed for the Ordination Mass - 13 Dec

The wonderful occasion of the ordination to priesthood is at
10.00am on Saturday 13 Dec 2025 at All Saints Church, Shellhar-
bour. Volunteers are required to assist at the ordination from
each Deacon’s parish. We would like 5 - 10 volunteers to assist
mainly at the end of the service, with the refreshments:

- serving portions of the celebratory ordination cake (pre-cut)
once the cake cutting ceremony has taken place

- removal of empty sandwich boxes and replacing with more

- removal of empty sweet treat boxes and replacing with more
- guiding guests to the marquee in the presbytery backyard

- helping to remove the empty boxes into rubbish. If you can
assist please email unanderra@dow.org.au by 9 December



http://www.jcr.org.au
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/shop/

7 DEC 2025 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)

First Reading - Isaiah 11:1-10 He judges the poor with justice

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion feed together, with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea.
That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be glorious.

Responsorial Psalm - Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice and your poor in right judgement. R.
2. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R.
3. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor. R.
4, May his name be blessed for ever and endure like the sun.

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, all nations bless his name. R.

Second Reading - Romans 15:4-9 Christ, the hope of all people.

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives
of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be
tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ became
the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to
get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this | shall praise you among the pagans and sing to
your name.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 3:1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers,
who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not
presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, | tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown on the fire. | baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and | am not fit to
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’




