PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526

www.unanderraparish.org.au
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez Parish School: St Pius X Primary School
EmZI.i: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets
D II\)AOJ’ & 214'1“4 626 357 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526
eacon: n Joseph Nguyen Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954
Polish Chaplain:  Fr Jerzy Slowinski School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson

Email: slowinski54@gmail.com
Mobile: 0410 225 975 Mrs Melissa Bridges

Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm

Parish Secretary:

Office Hours:

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner

Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au Friday: 8:30am - 3:30pm
Mobile: 0421 463 871
Parish Pastoral Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au
Council President: Mr Chris Lyon Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au
Mobile: 0403 296 837 Phone: 4271 1068

. THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) — 14 DEC 2025 :
Parish VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love _for Jesus and for one another,
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.

We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,

Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.

Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
Programme UNANDERRA WEST WOLLONGONG
Mass: 8am &3
Mon 15 Dec Rosary: 8:30am ®
Mass: 5:30pm
Tues 16 Dec Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm
Rosary: 6pm
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm  3%¢
Wed 17 Dec Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm "
Mass: 5:30pm i
Mass: 5:30pm
Thurs 18 Dec Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm
Rosary: 6pm
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Fri 19 Dec Mass: 7:45am
Rosary: 8:30am &
Sat 20 Dec Mass: 6pm Mass: 9am @%
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am
sun 21D Mass: 8am Mass: 10am
un ec Polish Mass: 10am Mass: 5pm
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ||~ commmmenttosarecuaroin

OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE
For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
our children and vulnerable people, please contact
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of

Recently Deceased
Duyet Le

Anniversaries |
Judith Crowe, Michael Edwards, I

Prayers for the sick

Tamara Barron
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Orlando Ferrer, Rachael Wakely, H i
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, Lien Tran, Professional Standards and Safeguardmg at

Peter Lathourakis, Felix Johnson, Antoinette Sakr, Josephine Moran, safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428.
Aged Care residents, Mary Gillis, Patsy & Alvin Poon, Noel Meddows, Quoc H Tran, |_ J



http://www.corrimalparish.org.au

Mg s T Dl

This weekend, we have the great joy of celebrating and congratulating Father Joseph, along with Fr Sinh and Fr Darren, on their
priestly ordination! What a great joy for them, for our parishes, and for our whole Diocese! It has been a privilege for me to be
able to have witnessed their journey from my perspective as Vocations Director, and how they have grown through the support
of their families, Seminary and parishioners into readiness for their vocation to the Priesthood. Let us continue to pray for them
all, with thanksgiving in our hearts for their “yes” to God’s call, that they will “be united more closely every day to Christ, the High
Priest” — as every priest promises on his day of ordination. We give special thanks to their families and friends who have
supported them, and as the parish families of Unanderra and West Wollongong we commit ourselves to giving every help,
support and encouragement we can to Fr Joseph as he now begins his priestly ministry among us.

| take this opportunity to thank everyone who has worked so generously behind the scenes during recent weeks to prepare for
our Parish Feast Day on the Solemnity of the Inmaculate Conception, and for the special thanksgiving Mass of our new priests
at the 6pm Vigil Mass of 13th December. This has been a very busy and blessed time for our parish, and it has been the generous
efforts of countless parishioners behind the scenes that has made it all possible — from preparing the church and the liturgies, to
preparing the courtyard (which provides extra space for us to gather, and ramp access to St Joseph’s room) to the catering and
hospitality — to all who have supported these events in any way, thank you and God bless you for your generosity!

Fr Duane Fernandez
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Walking out of the classroom this flower captured my attention. What was stunningly beautiful was
that the gentle shower of rain that had just fallen delighted the flower with refreshment.

The Rule of St Benedict encourages the followers of the rule to ‘listen with the ear of your heart.’

Can you stop for three minutes and listen? Don’t think anything in particular; just listen. Can you be
still.....and just listen? Allow your eyes to ponder........ you will see the delights awaiting to find you.

May we be present to the God who is always present to us.

Sr Kerry Gardiner
ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND
December | Church Washing Susan Adams December | Church Washing Susan Adams
Sat 13 Dec | Church Cleaning Volunteers needed Sat20 Dec | Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis
Sat 13 Dec Lawns No lawn mowing this week Sat 20 Dec Lawns Femandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Oliphant
Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
6pm 13 Dec | Fr Joseph’s family Chicharo/Adams 6pm 20 Dec M Carolan T Chicharo
Kylie & Molly Hertsch, A Arnone, .
8am 14 Dec A Kelly J Sharwood Gemma Farrugia 8am 21 Dec C Walsh A Browne School holidays
Counters S & P Alessi, A Davis Counters A Kelly, B Farraway




............................................................................................

5 Please use th|s QR code to register your children for
E! Children’s Liturgy.

: Low gluten hosts available

: We have low-gluten hosts available at Mass (gluten content

: less than 20 parts per million). If you require these please go to :
: Fr Duane for Communion and inform him. If you would like

: more information please see Fr Duane after Mass.

: Vinnies - Christmas Giving Tree :
: Gifts for the giving tree need to be placed under :
the Giving Tree by Sunday 21 December.

Hampers and toys will be delivered on Tuesday

23 Dec. A big thank you to all the generous
parishioners who have supported the Vinnies
Giving Tree for many years.

: Christmas Mass Roster

: Mass time Lector

: 6pm Christmas Eve Tina Chicharo
: 8pm Christmas Eve Daisy Ferrer
8am Christmas Day Paul Gunning

Welcomers :
Anne Kelly/Sr Kerry :

J Sharwood/B Farraway :
Didi Browne

Christmas Day lunch
12pm, 25 Dec at the St Therese Parish Centre
“ You are invited to Christmas Day lunch at the St

Therese Parish Centre. Please RSVP by 18
December to unanderra@dow.org.au with the
subject heading “Christmas Lunch” for catering
& and planning purposes. Flyers available at the
. side door of the church to invite others.

: We would also love volunteers who might be available on the
: day to welcome and mingle with guests (approximately
:11:45am onwards) as well as to clean up at the end of the

: event (approximately 2:30pm).

§Alpha Register now - and invite others!
: o Alpha is for people of all backgrounds and all ages
x (over 18), from people with no background in faith to :

: AR those who have been practising Catholics their whole :
EREEE jjves. It begins with a meal and then an engaging :
: video on some aspect of life and faith, followed by small group
i discussion, where people are always made comfortable and
: free to say anything, ask anything, or say nothing and simply

: listen. No cost, no commitment, feel free to just come and see
:if it’s as good as it sounds! For catering and planning, please

: register by using this QR code or contacting the parish office.

: CHRISTMAS MASSES

: **Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
:6pm Edmund Rice College Hall (not TIGS Hall)
:6pm Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra
:8pm Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra
:9pm St Therese Church, West Wollongong with Carols
: commencing at 8.40pm

: *
: **Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day)
:8am Immaculate Conception Church, Unanderra

:10am St Therese Church, West Wollongong - m

i 10am Polish Mass - Immaculate Conception, Unanderra

: Recycling bins - 51,038 raised this year!

: Thank you for all of your donations towards our recycling

i initiative. Please note that the Vinnies Recycle Centre do NOT

: accept wine bottles. Thank you for not including these bottles. :

: Access to St Joseph’s room

: We now have improved access to St Joseph’s
iroom, via a ramp from the courtyard area.

: The courtyard gates on Nudjia Street side wil
: be open for events in St Joseph’s room.

............................................................................................

THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME
— AIRS SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER 2025

: On the Journey this week: Fr Joshua Whicker MGL says that

i Advent invites us into the wilderness of waiting. Mother Hilda :

i reflects on how Pachelbel’s Canon evokes vivid memories and

i the sense of God’s presence woven through those moments.

i Bishop Tony Percy says conscience is me looking at me. Byron

i & Francine Pirola give 3 tips for the Advent and Christmas H

i season regarding our smart devices. From The

i Passion Advent series, Fr John Corrigan says that =

i true happiness comes through the detachment 3

i exemplified by John, who shows us that life lf }

i flourishes when Christ increases and we decrease. mu L. -
Listen at www.jcr.org.au JOURNEY

! VOCATION VIEW I

|
1 “What ought we to do?” Let joy and gladness show forth in
| you. You are called to be the presence of Jesus. (Luke 3:10-18) :

| If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the !
. . . I
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at

vocations@dow.org.au !

WORLD YOUTH DAY
— SEOUL 2027

EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST NOW!
{ World Youth Day is returning in August 2027- and this time
{ it’s heading to Seoul, South Korea! WYD is an unforgettable
i celebration of faith with millions of young Catholics from
i around the world, and we’re excited to begin preparing a i
i diocesan pilgrimage. If you (or someone you know) will be 18
i =35 years old in August 2027 and would love to experience i
i the vibrancy of the universal Church, a new culture, and a life- :
i changing encounter with Christ, we’d love to hear from you.

i Register your expression of interest: dow.sh/wyd27
i let’s start the journey!

! JAMBEROO ABBEY
1 CRAFTS AND GIFTS THIS ADVENT

|
|
I Prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Lord :
I with beautiful Advent candles and wreaths handmade by the 1
' Benedictine Nuns of Jamberoo Abbey. I

The Abbey Candles Online Shop offers a range of Advent !
I wreaths carved candles, as well as a variety of spiritual and :
| I|turg|cal resources — perfect for personal devotion. |
1 Shop online: jamberooabbey.org.au/shop I
IAbbey Shop open: Mon—Sat, 9.30am-3.30pm, call 4236 0011 1

PARISH NEWS CONTINUED

Parish Finances - week ending 30 November 2025

S685  First Collection - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund
S$597 Second collection - Parish expenses

S$304 Tap Point donations

$324 Planned giving envelopes

$585 Direct debits (weekly average from November).

Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly

Gather 2025 - 5pm Monday 15 Dec at Edmund Rice College
All welcome to attend a free, family-friendly community
Christmas Carol evening. BYO picnic from 5pm, followed by
carol singing from 7pm. For more information please contact
Fiona 0413 121383

Living Faith Books - Jan to March 2026 LivingFaith
The new edition of Living Faith books is availa-
ble now at the side door of the church. Each day W

in Living Faith you are invited to receive the 3 "

Word of God and then to pause, to reflect and
ponder. Cost is now $7. Please leave your
money in the container.



http://www.jcr.org.au
https://form.jotform.com/253156967231865
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/shop/

14 DEC 2025 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)

First Reading - Isaiah 35:1-6,10 God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy.
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God.
Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow and lament be ended.

Responsorial Psalm - Lord, come and save us.

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free, R.
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan. R.
3. It is the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age. R.

Second Reading - James 5:7-10 You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has
had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do
not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen
waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 11:2-11 Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the
man who does not lose faith in me.’
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to
be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of
whom scripture says:

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;

he will prepare your way before you.
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.




