
     

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez 
 Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au 
 Mobile: 0414 626 357 
 
 

Assistant Priest: Fr Joseph Vuong Nguyen 
 Email:  joseph.vuongnguyen@dow.org.au 
 

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski 
 Email: slowinski54@gmail.com 
 Mobile: 0410 225 975 
 

Parish Assistant: Sr Kerry Gardiner 
 Email: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au 
 Mobile: 0421 463 871 
Parish Pastoral 
Council Chair: Mr Chris Lyon 
 Mobile: 0403 296 837 

Parish School: St Pius X Primary School 
 Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets 

 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526 

 Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954 
 

School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson  

 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

 Friday:    8:30am - 3:30pm 

Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au 

 Website: www.unanderraparish.org.au 

 Phone: 4271 1068 

PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526 

www.unanderraparish.org.au 
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS              
Recently Deceased                                    Anniversaries 

  Minnette Villanueva, Anita Johansson,    
  Gail Bucknall, Bp William Murray , Beverly Holding,  

              Prayers for the sick   Pope Francis, Kenneth Varley, Gail Brodbeck  
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Rachael Wakely,      Bp Peter Ingham, Maruja Cavero   
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,  
Peter Lathourakis,  Antoinette Sakr, Lien Tran, George Hoyn  
Mary Gillis, Noel Meddows, Quoc H Tran, Trace Lee Wood  

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A) — 19 APRIL 2026 

Weekly 
Programme 

Immaculate Conception 
UNANDERRA 

St Therese 
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Mon 20 Apr Mass: 8am  

Tues 21 Apr 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Wed 22 Apr  
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
Mass: 5:30pm 

Thurs 23 Apr 

Mass: 5:30pm 
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm 
Rosary:                 6pm 
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm 

 

Fri 24 Apr  Mass: 7:45am 

Sat 25 Apr 
Anzac Day 

Mass: 8am 
Mass: 5pm 

Rosary:                8:30am 
Mass: 9am 
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am 

Sun 26 Apr 
Mass: 8am 
Mass: 10am (Polish) 

Mass: 10am 
Mass: 5pm 

Parish Vision - We are a diverse community united by our love for Jesus and for one another, 
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.  
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,  

joyfully working together as one to bring the overflowing love of Jesus to all people.  

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING  
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding 
our children and vulnerable people, please contact 
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of 
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at 
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. 

http://www.corrimalparish.org.au


ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND 

Message from Fr Duane 
 

I am excited to share that Bishop Brian Mascord will be visiting our parishes on 1st to 3rd May. During his visit, he will celebrate 
the 5pm Vigil Mass at Unanderra, and the 10am Sunday Mass at West Wollongong, and both Masses will be followed by 
refreshments. I encourage everyone to try to either attend those Masses with the Bishop or to come along to the refreshments 
after these Masses even if you attend a different Mass that weekend. This will be a unique opportunity to have some time with 
our Bishop, to be encouraged by him and also encourage him in his extremely challenging task of shepherding the entire Diocese 
of Wollongong.  

Registrations for Youth Alpha for our high school aged young people are continuing to rise – with more than 25 young people 
registered already at last count! We are hoping for many more in this next week or as well. More details and registration QR 
codes are available in the main section of the bulletin and on the Youth Alpha cards / flyers – it would be a great help if we could 
have registrations in by 25th April, for our planning and preparation.  

Some parishioners have asked me in recent times whether the Mass timetable will change now that we have an Assistant Priest 
serving in our two parishes. Fr Joseph and I have discerned our response together, and we both agree that we will not be 
changing the usual timetable for Mass and Reconciliation at this stage. Many would not be aware that in addition to the 
timetables for the two parishes, Fr Joseph and I also have responsibility for Masses and other pastoral support for the two parish 
Primary Schools (St Therese and St Pius), Edmund Rice College, the University of Wollongong (with Fr Joseph as the new Catholic 
chaplain), a number of residential aged care facilities, Vocations Ministry (with myself as Diocesan Vocations Director), weddings, 
funerals, and a number of other commitments as well. We believe the present Mass and Reconciliation timetable provides a 
good balance of availability of the Sacraments, and appropriate workloads for us both. We will however provide occasional extra 
Parish Masses for special occasions, including occasional Masses with Anointing of the Sick; a special 8am Mass at Unanderra 
coming up on ANZAC Day in addition to the usual 9am Saturday Mass at West Wollongong; and a special evening Mass planned 
for Unanderra on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Friday 12th June) in addition to the usual 7:45am Friday Mass at 
West Wollongong. If anyone would like to discuss these matters further, as always please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

We welcome Fr Ben Gandy who is having a few days with his family, and will celebrate the 5pm Vigil Mass this weekend.  

Fr Duane Fernandez 

 

 

 

Message from Sr Kerry 
This bus stop doesn’t appear to be so inviting. It is in the middle of nowhere, the seats are rickety, 
the sign has seen better days and the ground underneath the feet is dirt and dust. Yet look at the 
picture and there is a certain invitation to sit and rest, to sit and wait, to sit and ponder.  

Prayer is a little like that. We may not always be in the right frame of mind; time may be short; my 
heart may be restless; it may be difficult to focus when so much more is happening around me.  
Are you able to accept the invitation to sit and just be with your God and just speak as it is? God is 
waiting for you. Will you share your time and space with God? 

 

Sr Kerry Gardiner 

 

 

 

April Church Washing Susan Adams 

Sat 18 Apr Church Cleaning J Haywood, L Salway, M Hurley, T Vaafusuaga  

Sat 18 Apr Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 18 Apr Luke Davis  T Chicharo   

8am 19 Apr T Vaafusuaga  
A Browne &         

J Hoxha  
School holidays 

Counters S Alessi, A Davis, M Lyon  

ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND 
April Church Washing Susan Adams  

Sat 25 Apr Church Cleaning G Lord, L Zanetti. S Adams  

Sat 25 Apr Lawns No lawn mowing this week 

  Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy 

6pm 25 Apr D Nugent  A Frino   

8am 26 Apr P Gunning  
A Kelly &             

N Dunne  

Tierney, Nadine & 

Scarlett Dunne  

Counters A Kelly, B Farraway  



PARISH NEWS 

Anzac Day Mass - 8am Saturday 25 April 
A mass to commemorate ANZAC Day will be 
held in Immaculate Conception Church at 8am 
on Saturday 25 April. Following the mass there 
will be an opportunity to gather and enjoy a 

sausage sandwich and Anzac biscuits with a cuppa.  
 
Easter Cross biscuits 

Thank you to the CWL for all of their work 
baking 300 Easter Cross biscuits - which 
were distributed on Easter Sunday. 
Parishioners and our Easter visitors enjoyed 
this special treat. 
 

Bishop Brian’s Parish visit - Saturday 2 May 2026, 5pm Mass  
Bishop Brian will visit Unanderra Parish on Saturday 2 May to 
celebrate the 5pm Mass. After Mass, a cup of tea and supper 
will be served in the St Joseph’s room. If you’re willing to bring 
a plate to share, would you please contact Barbara on  
0419 989 608. 
 
Mental Health awareness for older people - Tues 5 May  
It is important to look after our mental health at all stages of 
our life but particularly as we age. Save the date of Tuesday  
5 May 2026 in the afternoon, for a session led by Catholic Care 
to be held in our parish. More details of the session will be 
advertised over the coming weeks. 
 
Youth Alpha - Term 2, from Friday 1 May 

The Revive Youth group is excited to announce that 
in Term 2 of this year, Youth Alpha will be run. Revive 
Youth usually runs fortnightly on Fridays, but to make 
the most of this is exciting, fun, interactive program 

for high school aged youth, for Term 2 only, the youth group 
will take place every Friday evening from 7pm to 9pm 
commencing Friday 1 May. Please register your spot using this 
QR code as soon as possible! There are also flyers available at 
the church doors. 
 
Morning tea at Wests Illawarra café - 10:30am Mon 11 May 
Thank you to those who were able to join the gathering for the 
monthly coffee catchup. It was wonderful to see new faces and 
meet others and share our stories. 
Next coffee catchup will be at Wests on Monday 11 May at 
10:30am. We look forward to welcoming you. Sr Kerry  
 
Liturgy of Remembrance - Monday 18 May 
Have you suffered the pain of losing a child? Parents who have 
suffered the loss of a child are invited to a liturgy of 
Remembrance on Monday 18 May at 11:00am.  Sr Yvonne  
Parker sgs will be leading this prayer ritual of remembrance to 
be held in the St Joseph’s room. This prayer ritual will be 
followed by a cuppa. For more info please contact Sr Kerry. 
 
Alpha Come and See - 7pm Wednesday 13 May 

There will be a “come and see” night where you can 
hear more about Alpha including sharing from those 
who have completed the most recent season, on 
Wed 13 May at 7pm at St Therese Parish Centre. You 

can book your spot by using this QR code or email 
alphawwu@gmail.com 
 
Parish Finances - week ending 12 April 2026   
$633 First Collection  - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund 
$574 Second collection    - Parish expenses 
$730 Tap Point donations (from Easter weekend) 
$329 Planned giving envelopes 
$587 Direct debits (weekly average from March). 
Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly  
$2,151 Holy Lands Collection - thank you! 
$2,075 Project Compassion 

THE JOURNEY 
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME 
– Airs Sunday 19 April 2026  

On the Journey this week: Fr John Corrigan says the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus remind us that even when we 
distance ourselves or lose faith, Jesus continues to seek us 
out. Mother Hilda says meditating carefully on small passages 
of Scripture can open profound personal meaning and reveal 
God’s presence. Bishop Tony Percy reflects on 
Luke 24 and the Emmaus story; “Stay with us, 
Lord, it is almost evening. Pete Gilmore says 
friendship is never based on a false reality.   
Listen at www.jcr.org.au 

A VOCATION VIEW 
‘Conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your 
sojourning.’ Now that Christ is raised from the dead, our ac-
tions must be changed to reveal this great gift to the world.  
(1 Peter 1:17)  
If you want to talk about your vocation, please contact the 
diocesan vocations director, Fr Duane Fernandez at  
vocations@dow.org.au  

CATHOLIC CARE WOLLONGONG  
HAS A NEW NUMBER  

Catholiccare now has one easy-to-remember number 
 – 1800 967 894 - to help people connect with the support 
they need quickly and confidently.  

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Friday 22 May 2026 | 6:30am–8:00am  | cost $20 

Speaker: Ben Galea, Chief Operating Officer for the International 
Eucharistic Congress.  
Topic: Historic Eucharistic Congress 2028  
Where: Xavier Conference Centre, 38 Harbour Street, Wollongong 
Join other men for a morning of breakfast, prayer and inspir-
ing input from our Guest Speaker, Ben Galea.  
Be inspired and strengthened as you connect with others 
seeking to live as authentic disciples on mission.  
Book here dow.sh/MPB26 by Tuesday 19 May  

ASIST WORKSHOP  
Monday 20 April - Tuesday 21 April 

 8.30am - 4.30pm both days  
Location: 36 Harbour Street Wollongong, NSW 2500  

CatholicCare is an accredited provider of LivingWorks Applied 
Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST). It is two-day in-
person workshop where you’ll learn how to recognise when 
someone may be thinking about suicide, and how to provide 
a skilled intervention and develop a safety plan with the per-
son to connect them to further support.  
To book call Rita Maher on 0458 472 983 or email 
ritam@catholiccare.dow.org.au  

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
WALK FOR LIFE  

Friday 22 & Saturday 23 May  
Join walkers raising praying for Australia for all life issues - the 
elimination of abortion, euthanasia, suicide, family break-
down, and to pray for Australia's Government. We unite our 
prayer with sacrifice and entrust everything to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Walk on either or both days, or for just a short 
section. B.Y.O Lunch, snacks, water and hat. Support vehicle 
provided, shuttle cars return pilgrims to point of departure on 
both days.  
Day 1: Kiama Coastal Walk to Gerringong (13km)  
Start 9:30am Kiama Catholic Church (Holy Mass) Finish 3:30pm Gerrin-
gong Catholic Church (Benediction, confession available, all night  
adoration).  
Day 2: Gerringong to Shoalhaven Heads (16km) Start 7:30am  
Gerringong Catholic Church (Holy Mass)  
info: Sue Hill 0435 336 195 E: sueandpeterhill@gmail.com  

http://www.jcr.org.au
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/mens-breakfast-may-2026/#/stepper?pageId=17633


 19 APRIL 2026 - THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A) 

 

First Reading - Acts 2:14, 22-33  It was impossible for him to be held by the power of Hades. 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen to what I am 
going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God by the miracles and portents and signs that God worked 
through him when he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was put into your power by the deliberate intention and 
foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to life, freeing him from 
the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as David says of him: 

I saw the Lord before me always, 
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 

So my heart was glad 
and my tongue cried out with joy; 
my body, too, will rest in the hope 

that you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
nor allow your holy one to experience corruption. 

You have made known the way of life to me, 
you will fill me with gladness through your presence. 

‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But since he was a prophet, 
and knew that God had sworn him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, what he foresaw and spoke 
about was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience 
corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by God’s right hand, he has 
received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’ 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm - Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

 1.  Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God. 
  O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.’  R. 
 2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night directs my heart. 
  I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.   R. 

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body shall rest in safety. 
 For you will not leave my soul among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay.  R. 
4. You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, 
   at your right hand happiness for ever.  R. 

 
 
Second Reading - 1 Peter 1:17-21  The ransom that was paid to free you was the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ 

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges everyone according to what he has done, you must be 
scrupulously careful as long as you are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was paid to free you from the useless 
way of life your ancestors handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a 
lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known since before the world was made, has been revealed only in our time, 
the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now have faith in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory for that 
very reason – so that you would have faith and hope in God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus Christ, make your word plain to us. Make our hearts burn with love when you speak. Alleluia! 

 
Gospel  -  John 20:19-31  They recognised him at the breaking of bread  
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together 
about all that had happened. Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something prevented 
them from recognising him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their faces 
downcast. 
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have been happening there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he 
was a great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and our 
leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he would be the one to set 
Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it all happened; and some women from our group have astounded us: 
they went to the tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us they had seen a vision of 
angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, but 
of him they saw nothing.’ 
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ should 
suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages 
throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 
When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay with them. ‘It is 
nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took 
the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he 
had vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and 
explained the scriptures to us?’ 
They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled together with their companions, who said 
to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then they told their story of what had happened on the road 
and how they had recognised him at the breaking of bread. 


