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' FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A) — 26 APRIL 2026 :
Parish VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love _for Jesus and for one another,
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.

We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,

Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.

Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
Programme UNANDERRA WEST WOLLONGONG
Mon 27 Apr
St Louis Grignon de Mass: 8am
Montfort, priest
Mass: 5:30pm
Tues 28 Apr Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm
St Peter Chanel, priest Rosary: 6pm
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm &
Wed 29 A Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
o Cat‘;en_ne Of';';na Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Mass: 5:30pm A
Mass: 5:30pm
Thurs 30 Apr Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm «
St Pius V, pope Rosary: 6pm
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Fri 1 May No Adoration this evening Mass: 7:45am
St Joseph the worker
Sat 2 May Mass: 8am Rosary: 8:30am
St Athanasius, bishop, Mass: 5pm Mass: 9am
doctor ) Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am
sun3 M Mass: 8am Mass: 10am
an Sy Mass: 10am (Polish) Mass: 5pm
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS I COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING |
Recently Deceased Anniversaries | OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE |
Minnette Villanueva, Charles Dean, | For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
. Chiara Montes, Fernando Montes, our children and vulnerable people, please contact I
Prayers for the sick Allan Parish, Iris Parish, Roland Stubbs | Che SEeh O e, @ e Siemees ) O e o |
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Rachael Wakely, Bill Burns, Jane Roche, Colin Heapy Preliaas IS ! Bl d Saf di
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, I rofessional Standards and Safeguarding at
Peter Lathourakis, Antoinette Sakr, Lien Tran, George Hoyn safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. I
Mary Gillis, Noel Meddows, Quoc H Tran, Trace Lee Wood J



http://www.corrimalparish.org.au
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The Fourth Sunday of Easter is “Good Shepherd Sunday”, and World Day of Prayer for Vocations. As Diocesan Vocations
Director, | take this opportunity to speak about “vocations” in the understanding of the Church. The Latin word “vocare” means
“to call”, and the first vocation is our universal call to holiness. Through our baptism Jesus called each of us by name to follow
him, receive his love and share his love with all, each in our own unique ways. This universal vocation is often then expressed in a
specific, public commitment, confirmed by God through his Church: through marriage, priesthood, or consecrated life.
Sometimes the baptismal vocation is lived out in single life which, whether temporary or permanent, provides unique
opportunities to respond to God’s love and share this love with others.

For young, single Catholics, part of my role as Vocations Director for our Diocese is to provide assistance in discerning their
specific vocation. As Pope Leo writes in his message for this day, entitled “The Interior Discovery of God’s Gift”:

“I invite everyone — in families, parishes and religious communities, as well as bishops, priests, deacons, catechists, educators
and all the faithful — to commit themselves more fully to creating conditions that allow this gift to be embraced, nourished,
protected and accompanied, so that it may bear abundant fruit. Only when our surroundings are illumined by living faith,
sustained by constant prayer and enriched by fraternal accompaniment can God’s call blossom and mature, becoming a path of
happiness and salvation for individuals and for the world.”

There are two upcoming events relating to vocations that | draw your attention to. The first is “Vocaris” — a quarterly gathering
of young adults aged 18-35 years old. Vocaris means “you are being called”, and these gatherings create spaces of formation and
mutual encouragement among young people in living their universal vocation and discerning their specific vocation. Additionally,
there are events designed specifically for young women and young men in the Diocese. The first young men’s discernment event
of its kind is coming up soon, called “Ephphatha: Be Opened” on Saturday 13th June. There are more details in the main section
of the bulletin for these events. If any young men or women would like assistance in discerning their vocation or connecting with
young adults’ events in the Diocese, please contact me at vocations@dow.org.au.

This ANZAC Day weekend, we pray with gratitude for all who have served in the Defence Forces of Australia and New Zealand; for
all who continue to serve; for the repose of the souls of those who have died serving their country; and we continue to pray for
peace in our world.

Fr Duane Fernandez
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For over three years | chose to be a full-time carer for my mum. My mum loved to watch Midsummer Murders. After my mum'’s
death | was asked by the Congregation to do a renewal course in England. | was also asked if | would if | would accept a new
ministry in an isolated far west town which did not have the best of reputations. | had agreed because | had lived there many
years prior.

The train trip from London to the West Midlands was a beautiful trip.

Arriving at the centre we met the staff and we were asked to choose a spiritual
director. Having chosen the person, | thought most suitable, we met for an
introductory session. For the first fifteen minutes | just cried. | could not speak. |
could only cry. | was asked what had upset me so much. | said my mum had
recently died and the train trip from London was all Midsummer Murder country.
It was such beautiful scenery that just reminded me so much of my mum.

We all have such moments. The heart is watered by memories and they burst into
life. Many things about my time there have long left the memory bank but the
train trip brings new life for me. What train trip moments are you able to express
gratitude to your God?

Sr Kerry Gardiner

ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND
April Church Washing Susan Adams May Church Washing Barbara Farraway
Sat 25 Apr | Church Cleaning | JHaywood, L Salway, M Hurley, T Vaafusuaga Sat2May | Church Cleaning Mclnerney Family, A Williams, K Quinte
Sat 25 Apr Lawns No lawn mowing this week Sat 2 May Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni
Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
6pm 25 Apr T Chicharo A Frino 6pm 2 May N O'Donoghue S Adams
. AKelly & Tierney, Nadine & G Simmonite & Maria Matos,

8am 26 Apr P Gunning N Dunne Scarlett Dunne 8am 3 May CLyon AArnone Anne Vaassen
Counters A Kelly, B Farraway Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner
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PARISH NEWS

[=] Safequarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration
%.f..'; Please use this QR code to register your children for
¥, Children’s Liturgy.

:
: ;
: Y
]

: Bishop Brian’s Parish visit - Saturday 2 May 2026, 5pm Mass

: Bishop Brian will visit Unanderra Parish on Saturday 2 May to

: celebrate the 5pm Mass. After Mass, a cup of tea and supper
: will be served in the St Joseph’s room. If you’re willing to bring :
i a plate to share, would you please contact Barbara on :
10419 989 608.

: Mental Health awareness for older people - Tues 5 May
What is good mental health, and why is it important

: for seniors in our community?

: CatholicCare will be visiting Unanderra Parish to provide a

: comprehensive and important presentation on mental health

i awareness for seniors, covering topics such as:

° Identifying types of mental health illnesses
ie What to do if you have concerns about yourself or others
ie What supports are available

: Please join us on Tuesday 5th May 1.30pm-4pm in the St
§Joseph's room. To register your interest, please contact Susan
:0n 0418 728 824 or sadams1065@gmail.com

Youth Alpha - Term 2, from Friday 1 May
: 41 =] The Revive Youth group is excited to announce that

: i in Term 2 of this year, Youth Alpha will be run. Revive :
4: Youth usually runs fortnightly on Fridays, but to make :
+ mERSEE the most of this is exciting, fun, interactive program
: for high school aged youth, for Term 2 only, the youth group
: will take place every Friday evening from 7pm to 9pm :
: commencing Friday 1 May. Please register your spot using this :
: QR code as soon as possible! There are also flyers available at
i the church doors.

: No May First Friday Adoration
: First Friday Adoration and Reconciliation will not take place in
: May. It will recommence on Friday 5th June.

: Morning tea at Wests lllawarra café - 10:30am Mon 11 May :
: Thank you to those who were able to join the gathering for the :
: monthly coffee catchup. It was wonderful to see new faces and
: meet others and share our stories. :
: Next coffee catchup will be at Wests on Monday 11 May at
$10:30am. We look forward to welcoming you. Sr Kerry

Liturgy of Remembrance - Monday 18 May :
i Have you suffered the pain of losing a child? Parents who have :
: suffered the loss of a child are invited to a liturgy of :
: Remembrance on Monday 18 May at 11:00am. Sr Yvonne

: Parker sgs will be leading this prayer ritual of remembrance to :
i be held in the St Joseph’s room. This prayer ritual will be :
: followed by a cuppa. For more info please contact Sr Kerry.

: Alpha Come and See - 7pm Wednesday 13 May
| There will be a “come and see” night where you can :
,"‘_} hear more about Alpha including sharing from those :
: ,':i'-'!.- who have completed the most recent season, on
cLfiin Wed 13 May at 7pm at St Therese Parish Centre. You :
: can book your spot by using this QR code or email :

: alphawwu@gmail.com

: Parish Finances - week ending 19 April 2026

:$706 First Collection - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund
18502 Second collection - Parish expenses :
:$310 Tap Point donations

:$379 Planned giving envelopes

S$587 Direct debits (weekly average from March).

: Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly
: 52,151 Holy Lands Collection - thank you!
: $2,075 Project Compassion
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THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME
— AIRS SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2026

i On the Journey this week: Fr Mike Delaney says in uncertain
i times with competing voices, the Gospel calls us to recognise
i and follow the voice of Jesus. Mother Hilda says meditating

i carefully on small passages of Scripture can open profound

i personal meaning and reveal God'’s presence. Bishop Tony

i Percy says Christ himself is both the gate and the pasture.

i Listen at www.jcr.org.au

A VOCATION VIEW !
Ephphatha: Be Opened!

Calling young men 18-35 years old
Sat 13 June, 12:30pm for 1pm lunch
St Therese Parish Centre | cost FREE
I Jesus, our Good Shepherd, is always calling us to life, and life
I'to the full — the challenge for us is to be open to listening for
I his quiet voice in our lives. How can we become more open to
I the voice of the Good Shepherd in the big and small decisions
| of life? How do we know if we are called to marriage, priest-
I hood or religious life, and how do you live your baptismal vo-
I cation more fully as a single young man? The Fourth Sunday
I of Easter is called “Good Shepherd Sunday” and is the World
I Day of Prayer for Vocations. We take this opportunity to
lLinvite all unmarried young men aged 18-35 who are open to
I discerning God’s call in their lives to join Bishop Brian Mas-
I cord, the priests of the Vocations Team and our Seminarians
I for lunch, formation, Q&A, one to one chats and Adoration.
1 Register as soon as you can dow.sh/Ephphatha

VOCARIS
: Young Adult Night (18+) - Saturday 16 May :
: Join us on Saturday 16 May, 6:00-9:30pm at Wilton Commu- :
! nity Centre for a soul-quenching evening of faith, community, :
: and fun! Enjoy a practical session on building a prayer life and :
: the sacraments, delicious cinnamon scrolls, and a lively trivia
night. To register dow.sh/VocarisPrayerLife to secure a spot.

! MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST |
i Friday 22 May 2026 | 6:30am—8:00am | cost $20 :

. Speaker: Ben Galea, Chief Operating Officer for the International

Eucharistic Congress. |
! Topic: Historic Eucharistic Congress 2028

- Where: Xavier Conference Centre, 38 Harbour Street, Wollongong
| Book here dow.sh/MPB26 by Tuesday 19 May

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
19 - 21 June 2026

Location: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become
the best version of yourselves together and live your best life
in love!
Come and join us on 19-21 June 2026 at a Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW —
a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.
Book online at www.wwme.org.au
or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
WALK FOR LIFE

: Friday 22 & Saturday 23 May
: Join walkers raising praying for Australia for all life issues.
: Walk on either or both days, or for just a short section. B.Y.O
: Lunch, water and hat. Support vehicle provided, shuttle cars
i return pilgrims to point of departure on both days.
: Day 1: Kiama Coastal Walk to Gerringong (13km)
: Start 9:30am Kiama Catholic Church (Holy Mass) Finish 3:30pm Gerrin-
: gong Catholic Church (Benediction, confession, all night adoration).
: Day 2: Gerringong to Shoalhaven Heads (16km) Start 7:30am
: Gerringong Catholic Church (Holy Mass)
i info: Sue Hill 0435 336 195 E: sueandpeterhill@gmail.com


http://www.jcr.org.au
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/Ephphatha
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/VOCARISPrayerSacraments
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/mens-breakfast-may-2026/#/stepper?pageId=17633
http://www.wwme.org.au

26 APRIL 2026 - THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A)

First Reading - Acts 2:14, 36-41 God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘The whole House of Israel can be
certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must repent,’ Peter
answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom
the Lord our God will call to himself.” He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves
from this perverse generation.” They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That very
day about three thousand were added to their number.

Responsorial Psalm - The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R.
2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. R.
3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R.
4, Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell for ever and ever. R.

Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:20-25 You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished after doing your duty.

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he took. He
had not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when he
was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so

that we might die to our faults and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray like sheep but
now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd says the Lord; | know my sheep and mine know me. Alleluia!

Gospel - John 10:1-10 I am the gate of the sheepfold.
Jesus said:

‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and a
brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by
one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
because they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them.

o Jesus spoke to them again:
‘I tell you most solemnly,
I am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come
are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took no notice of them.
| am the gate.
Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
he will go freely in and out
and be sure of finding pasture.
The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy.
| have come
so that they may have life and have it to the full.’




