PARISH AND SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

48-50 Princes Highway (PO Box 14) Unanderra NSW 2526

www.unanderraparish.org.au
www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-Unanderra-Parish-102440924742769/

Parish Priest: Fr Duane Fernandez Parish School: St Pius X Primary School
Email: Duane.Fernandez@dow.org.au Cnr Hargreaves & Cummins Streets

Mobile: 0414 626 357 (PO Box 358) Unanderra NSW 2526

Assistant Priest: Fr Joseph Vuong Nguyen Phone:4271 3550 | Fax:4272 2954
Email: joseph.vuongnguyen@dow.org.au School Principal: Mrs Lisa Tyson

Polish Chaplain: Fr Jerzy Slowinski

Email: slowinskis4@gmail.com Parish Secretary: Mrs Melissa Bridges
Mobile: 0410 225 975 Office Hours: Mon/Wed: 8:30am - 1:30pm
Parish Assistant:  Sr Kerry Gardiner Friday: 8:30am - 3:30pm
Emai_/: Kerry.Gardiner@sosj.org.au
. Mobile: 0421 463 871 Parish Office: Email: unanderra@dow.org.au
Parish Pastoral Website: d ish
Council Chair: Mr Chris Lyon ebsite: www.unanderraparish.org.au
Mobile: 0403 296 837 Phone: 4271 1068

. FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A) — 3 MAY 2026 :
Parish VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love _for Jesus and for one another,
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.

We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,

Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.

Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
Programme UNANDERRA WEST WOLLONGONG
Mon 4 May Mass: 8am
Mass: 5:30pm
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm o
Tues 5 May Rosary: 6pm J
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Wed 6 May Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm 1
Mass: 5:30pm A
Mass: 5:30pm
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm
Thurs 7 May Rosary: 6pm |
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Fri 8 May Mass: 7:45am
Rosary: 8:30am
Sat 9 May Mass: 5pm Mass: 9am
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am
Sun 10 M Mass: 8am Mass: 10am
un ay Mass: 10am (Polish) Mass: 5pm
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ||° ~ commmmenttosarecuaroine
Recently Deceased Anniversaries OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE

~ Prayers for the sick Jill Bingham the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Rachael Wakely, B - B d Saf di t
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper, ro essmn._a andaras an areguarding a
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428.

Peter Lathourakis, Antoinette Sakr, Lien Tran, George Hoyn [ e '
Mary Gillis, Noel Meddows, Quoc H Tran, Trace Lee Wood

Peter O’Keefe, Jean Piper, I For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
Arthur Varley, Ryszard Piekarz, | our children and vulnerable people, please contact I



http://www.corrimalparish.org.au
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We welcome Bishop Brian this weekend as he visits our two parishes, and thank him for giving of his time and energy to be with
us. It is a wonderful opportunity for us to get to know him better, be encouraged by him, and encourage him in return. Bishop
Brian will celebrate the 5pm Vigil Mass at Unanderra followed by refreshments, and the 10am Sunday Mass at West
Wollongong followed by refreshments. All please feel free to attend the refreshments with our Bishop even if you attend a
different Mass this weekend, and let’s assure him of our continued prayers for him in his vital role of shepherding the Diocese of
Wollongong.

This Tuesday will be a unique opportunity to learn more about mental health for older people, through a workshop presented by
CatholicCare here at Unanderra. There are more details in the main section of the bulletin, and it is not too late to register. All
are welcome, including those who want to know more about how to support others, and | encourage everyone to consider
taking this opportunity to learn more about this important topic.

There are many other activities happening for youth, young adults and people of all ages at this time in our parish and diocese —
see what you might get involved in to connect more deeply with your faith and with others.

Fr Duane Fernandez
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It is with delight Sr Yvonne Parker sgs, a regular parishioner in our parish and one very well skilled in spiritual matters and ritual,
has very kindly accepted the invitation to lead us in a Liturgy of Remembering on Monday 18th May commencing at 11:00. This
ritual will be held in the St Joseph’s Room. The ritual itself will be around thirty minutes
and then followed by a cuppa.

All who have suffered the loss of a child are invited to the ritual. This covers many different
situations. Some may have suffered a miscarriage or have a child of any age die through
iliness, accident, violence, or self-harm. Another form of loss is estrangement where
parents have no contact with their children or grandchildren. There are those who have
suffered the loss of not being able to have children. Others may not know of your loss or
grief. During the ritual those present will be invited to light a candle but you do not need to
explain your circumstances. Even if you have not suffered this loss in any form, you are
welcome to come and support in prayer those you know or don’t know.

For organisational purposes if you hope to be present, please contact me to indicate your
intentions of attending. Candles will be supplied for use during the liturgy, unless of course
you may like to use your own candle.

As a parish let’s hold in prayer all who know and live this grief and sadness.

Sr Kerry Gardiner

ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND
May Church Washing Susan Adams May Church Washing Susan Adams
Sat2May | Church Cleaning Mclnerney Family, A Williams, K Quinte Sat9May | Church Cleaning D Attard, L Lathourakis
Sat 2 May Lawns Fernandez, Milan, Broeckmann, Boncompagni Sat 9 May Lawns No lawn mowing this week
Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
6pm 2 May N O’'Donoghue S Adams 6pm 9 May D Nugent B Farraway
G Simmonite & Maria Matos, Alison Sharwood,
8am 3 May C Lyon AAMmone Anne Vaassen 8am 10 May M Matos J Sharwood Luke Jansons
Counters M Murphy, C Stratton, M Winner Counters A Kelly, B Farraway
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PARISH NEWS

.

F—
: EH
]

: %.f..' Please use this QR code to register your children for
: @

¥, Children’s Liturgy.

: Anzac Day - thank you

: Thank you Fathers Joseph and Darren for

: concelebrating mass to commemorate all who

i have served. After the mass many parishioners |
: enjoyed a cuppa and refreshments provided by !
: the ladies of the CWL.

: Mental Health awareness for older people - Tues 5 May
What is good mental health, and why is it important

: for seniors in our community?

: CatholicCare will be visiting Unanderra Parish to provide a

: comprehensive and important presentation on mental health

i awareness for seniors, covering topics such as:

° Identifying types of mental health illnesses
ie What to do if you have concerns about yourself or others
ie What supports are available

: Please join us on Tuesday 5th May 1.30pm-4pm in the St
§Joseph's room. To register your interest, please contact Susan
:0n 0418 728 824 or sadams1065@gmail.com

Youth Alpha - Term 2, from Friday 1 May

N ;% school aged youth every Friday evening from 7pm to
: '-, ok 9pm commencing Friday 1 May. We have 40 young
2 or week 3 as well, but please be sure to register as soon as
: possible. Each evening will begin with food, followed by a fun

: and engaging video and small group reflection on life and faith.
: Every young person will feel welcome, safe and respected and :
titis fine for them to “come and see” if they like it. If your child :

: or anyone else you know might be interested, please register
:as soon as possible using the QR code here, or
: email reviveyouth25@gmail.com with any questions.

Morning tea at Wests lllawarra café - 10:30am Mon 11 May

i Thank you to those who were able to join the gathering for the
: monthly coffee catchup. It was wonderful to see new faces and :

: meet others and share our stories.
: Next coffee catchup will be at Wests on Monday 11 May at
:10:30am. We look forward to welcoming you. Sr Kerry

Liturgy of Remembrance - Monday 18 May

: Have you suffered the pain of losing a child? Parents who have

i suffered the loss of a child are invited to a liturgy of

: Remembrance on Monday 18 May at 11am. Sr Yvonne Parker
: sgs will be leading this prayer ritual of remembrance to be held :
tin the St Joseph’s room. This prayer ritual will be followed by a :

: cuppa. For more info please contact Sr Kerry.

: Alpha Come and See - 7om Wednesday 13 May
ey There will be a “come and see” night where you can
. o -
T e
| ot who have completed the most recent season, on

P :
: R Wed 13 May at 7pm at St Therese Parish Centre. You :

: can book your spot by using this QR code or email
: alphawwu@gmail.com

: Parish Finances - week ending 26 April 2026
:$739 First Collection
15581 Second collection
1$307 Tap Point donations
:$275 Planned giving envelopes

$587 Direct debits (weekly average from March).

: Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly
: 82,464 Project Compassion - updated total.

- Parish expenses

............................................................................................

8] Safequarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration

El L1 [E The Revive Youth group will host Youth Alpha for high

* people signed up already! It is possible to join in week :

hear more about Alpha including sharing from those :

- Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund

THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME

: — AIRS SUNDAY 3 MAY 2026

On the Journey this week: Fr James Arblaster says in the 2nd

i reading, St Peter calls for all baptised Christians to see :

i themselves as ordained to universal priesthood. Mother Hilda :

i says God’s name is love and is expressed through qualities like :

i mercy, kindness, patience, and forgiveness. Bishop —

: Tony Percy says we can capture some of the r‘ g
£\ ]

i richness that has been bequeathed to us through
i the structure of Creed, Code, Cult, Communion. :
i Listen at www.jcr.org.au JOURNEY :

EPHPHATHA: BE OPENED!

Calling young men 18-35 years old
Sat 13 June, 12:30pm for 1pm lunch
St Therese Parish Centre, West Wollongong | cost FREE

How can we become more open to discovering God’s plan in
our daily lives? How do we know if we are called to marriage,
priesthood or religious life? There are many opportunities
now available through the Vocations and Youth Ministries of
our Diocese, for young people to grow in faith and encourage
each other. This is the first young men’s discernment event,
for all unmarried young men aged 18-35 to join Bishop Brian
Mascord, the priests of the Vocations Team and our
Seminarians for lunch, formation, Q&A, one to one chats and
Eucharlstlc Adoration. Register as soon as you can—through
om this QR code or go to dow.sh/Ephphatha
#35 |f any young men or women would like help discern-
FAemh ing their vocation, contact Fr Duane at

B yocations@dow.org.au

VOCARIS
: Young Adult Night (18+) - Saturday 16 May
: Join us on Saturday 16 May, 6:00-9:30pm at Wilton Commu-
: nity Centre for a soul-quenching evening of faith, community,
: and fun! Enjoy a practical session on building a prayer life and
: the sacraments, delicious cinnamon scrolls, and a lively trivia
: night. To register dow.sh/VocarisPrayerLife to secure a spot.

i MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST :
Friday 22 May 2026 | 6:30am—8:00am | cost $20 |

I Speaker: Ben Galea, Chief Operating Officer for the International

- Eucharistic Congress. |

| Topic: Historic Eucharistic Congress 2028 :
: Where: Xavier Conference Centre, 38 Harbour Street, Wollongong |

| Book here dow.sh/MPB26 by Tuesday 19 May

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
19 - 21 June 2026

Location: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become
the best version of yourselves together and live your best life
in love!
Come and join us on 19-21 June 2026 at a Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW —
a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.
Book online at www.wwme.org.au
or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
WALK FOR LIFE

: Friday 22 & Saturday 23 May
: Join walkers raising praying for Australia for all life issues.
: Walk on either or both days, or for just a short section. B.Y.O
: Lunch, water and hat. Support vehicle provided, shuttle cars
: return pilgrims to point of departure on both days.
i Day 1: Kiama Coastal Walk to Gerringong (13km)
: Start 9:30am Kiama Catholic Church (Holy Mass) Finish 3:30pm Gerrin-
: gong Catholic Church (Benediction, confession, all night adoration).
: Day 2: Gerringong to Shoalhaven Heads (16km) Start 7:30am
: Gerringong Catholic Church (Holy Mass)
i info: Sue Hill 0435 336 195 E: sueandpeterhill@gmail.com


http://www.jcr.org.au
dow.sh/Ephphatha
https://app.tickets.org.au/DOW/VOCARISPrayerSacraments
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/mens-breakfast-may-2026/#/stepper?pageId=17633
http://www.wwme.org.au

3 MAY 2026 - THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (YEAR A)

First Reading - Acts 6:1-7 They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily
distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It
would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven
men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves
to prayer and to the service of the word.” The whole assembly approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They
presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group of priests
made their submission to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm - Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.
2. For the word of the Lord is faithful

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lord loves justice and right

and fills the earth with his love. R.
3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,

on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R.

Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:4-9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, the
holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a
spiritual house. As scripture says: See how | lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that | have chosen and the man who rests his trust on it
will not be disappointed.That means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the
builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because they do not
believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you out of
the darkness into his wonderful light.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia!

Gospel - John 14:1-12 I am the way, the truth and the life.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me.
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, | should have told you.
| am going now to prepare a place for you, and after | have gone and prepared you a place,
| shall return to take you with me; so that where | am you may be too.
You know the way to the place where | am going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said:
‘l am the Way, the Truth and the Life.
No one can come to the Father except through me.
If you know me, you know my Father too.
From this moment you know him and have seen him.’
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have | been with you all this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him ‘and
you still do not know me?
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?
Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words | say to you | do not speak as from myself:
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.
You must believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me;
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason.
I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the same works as | do myself,
he will perform even greater works, because | am going to the Father.’




