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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (YEAR A) —17 MAY 2026

Parish VlSlon We are a dwerse commumty umted by our love for Jesus and for one another,
constantly seeking to grow in this love especially through the Eucharist.
We welcome everyone and help each other to discover their unique gifts,
Joyﬁdly working together as one to bring the overﬂowmg love of Jesus to all people.

Weekly Immaculate Conception St Therese
Programme UNANDERRA WEST WOLLONGONG
Mon 18 May .

St John I, pope, martyr Mass: 8am
Mass: 5:30pm
Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm ‘
Tues 19 May Rosary: 6Bm Y
Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Wed 20 May Reconciliation: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
St Bernadette of Siena, Adoration: 4:30pm - 5:30pm |
priest Mass: 5:30pm A
Thurs 21 May Mass: 5:30pm
St Christopher Reconciliation: 6pm - 6:50pm o
Magallanes Rosary: 6pm
and companions Adoration: 6pm - 7pm A
Fri 22 May Mass: 7:45am
St Rita of Cascia
Rosary: 8:30am
Sat 23 May Mass: S5pm Mass: 9am
Reconciliation: 9:30am - 10:30am
Sun 24 M Mass: 8am Mass: 10am
un ay Mass: 10am (Polish) Mass: 5pm

Anniversaries

e

s

Fr Joe Gillis, Daniel Marchesi

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Recently Deceased
Fr John Pickering, Rosemarie Saad,
Juan Rojo, Marlina Forlano

Prayers for the sick
Arthur infante Boer, Peter Stevens, Rachael Wakely,
Iris Brown, Michael Murphy, Mr Leandro, Don Harper,
Peter Lathourakis, Antoinette Sakr, Lien Tran, George Hoyn
Mary Gillis, Noel Meddows, Quoc H Tran, Trace Lee Wood

COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARDING I
OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE |
For any suggestions or concerns about safeguarding
our children and vulnerable people, please contact I
the Parish Office, or the Diocesan Office of |
Professional Standards and Safeguarding at
safeguarding@dow.org.au or 4222 2428. I


http://www.corrimalparish.org.au
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There are a growing number of groups and events for young adults both in our parish and Diocese. It is exciting to see these
events growing, as | know that for many young adults, their peers will often not understand or support commitment to faith and
church, which makes connections with other like-minded young adults all the more important. Our quarterly Vocaris events
bring together young adults from lllawarra and Macarthur, at Wilton; STIC Young Adults, a joint initiative of St Therese and
Immaculate Conception parishes, is always open to newcomers — see social media details in “upcoming parish events”; and this
Wednesday, Sanctus, a monthly event rotating between Unanderra and Rosemeadow, will take place at Unanderra church, with
an hour of Adoration, Reconciliation, and Vespers (Evening Prayer) followed by dinner. | will be the celebrant this Wednesday
and hope to catch up with many of our young adults! There is also an important event coming up for older people and those who
care for them, called “Ageing with Confidence”, on 9th June, which is always a practical and positive gathering which receives
excellent feedback from all who attend. This Friday, 22nd May, we have an opportunity for all of us to get together, young and
old, for the next instalment of our parish dinner, at Figtree Sports Club. This is a relaxed social event, where people can connect
with each other across the parishes of West Wollongong and Unanderra. More details for all of these events are in the main
section of the bulletin.

This weekend and during the remaining weekends of May, there will be Mass Counts taking place at all parishes throughout
Australia.

Fr Duane Fernandez
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Next Thursday will mark the 35th anniversary of Sr Irene McCormack who was murdered in Peru. Sr Irene was a Sister of St
Joseph. She was a very ordinary person who had a zest and passion for life and the poor. It was her qualities that drew her to
volunteer to go to Peru. At the age of fifty-two she was murdered because of her care and work amongst the poor.

It would be wrong not to admit she feared for her life. It was this fear that was instilled in many of the religious ministering in
this dangerous area of Peru, but Irene and her companion chose to stay among the people. | like Irene for her ordinariness and
humanness. A prayer she wrote is.

God my Father, you love me and forgive me.
So today I accept all as gift
And ask to find you Lord,
The giver of the gift.
I choose to face life without fear
And to live wholeheartedly
In each present moment.
May my heart sing today
A song of loving, grateful praise. Amen
I am God'’s work of art.
I am precious is his sight.
Can you sit quietly and pray that prayer or do you just read the words?

Sr Kerry Gardiner

ROSTER — THIS WEEKEND ROSTER — NEXT WEEKEND
May Church Washing Susan Adams May Church Washing Susan Adams

Sat16 May | Church Cleaning F Femnandez, B Rice, R Tassone Sat23May | Church Cleaning | JHaywood, L Salway, M Hurley, T Vaafusuaga
Sat 16 May Lawns No lawn mowing this week Sat 23 May Lawns Winner, Carrigan, Bennett, Meers, P&J Walker

Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy Lectors Welcomers Children’s liturgy
5pm 16 May M & C Carolan T Chicharo 5pm 23 May D Nugent A Frino

A Browne Alana Vezinias, A Kelly Cath Hailstone, Kelly

8am 17 May M Lyon & J Hoxha Saige Masters 8am 24 May AKelly and N Dunne Anderson, Molly
Counters A Gunning, M Cauduro, C Garrett Counters A Kelly and B Farraway
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PARISH NEWS

-.' [ Safeguarding - Children’s liturgy QR code registration :
P %'F Please use this QR code to register your children for
: mE*¥E, Children’s Liturgy.

: Morning tea at Wests lllawarra café - thank you

: Thank you to all who joined in the morning tea at Wests. Due :
i to the long weekend in June, we will not be gathering at Wests :
tin June. Sr Kerry. :

: Liturgy of Remembrance - Monday 18 May :
: We are very aware of the number of people who have suffered
: losses but at this stage it is necessary we postpone the Liturgy :
: of Remembrance. If anyone would like the prayer for private
: remembering and prayer please contact me for a copy of the

: prepared liturgy. Thank you. Sr Kerry.

: Parish Finances - week ending 10 May 2026

18511  First Collection - Diocesan Clergy Remuneration Fund
15640 Second collection - Parish expenses :
13386 Tap Point donations

5239  Planned giving envelopes

:$587 Direct debits (weekly average from March).

: Direct debits can be contributed weekly, fortnightly or monthly

2026 Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Program

: Registration and information sessions will be held at the St

: Therese Parish Centre, Powell St, West Wollongong on either:
e 6:30pm Tuesday 16 June 2026.

‘e 6:30pm Thursday 18 June 2026.

: Your help would be appreciated

: Every week many parishioners volunteer in various ministries
: to keep our parish running smoothly. We are grateful for all

: the work they do. Would you be able to give one hour of your
: time each month to volunteer in one of the parish ministries to :
: help those who are already volunteering? We urgently need

: more people to:

‘e Clean our beautiful church (1hour every 5 weeks)

. To mow the lawns in the church grounds (Every 6 weeks)

: Other ministries that need volunteers include Lectors and

: Welcomers at weekend masses, Children’s Liturgy during 8am
i mass on Sunday and Flower Arranging. Please give some

: thought to volunteering. For more information contact

: Barbara on 0419 989608

: Parish dinner at Figtree Sports Club - 6pm Friday 22 May
i Please contact the Parish office to reserve your table. All are
: welcome.

: Catholic Chaplaincy at UoW - with our own Fr Joseph

: UOW students and staff are warmly invited to become
‘involved with the UOW Catholic Society. Join us for Mass and
i lunch, 12:30pm Thursdays during semester in the Building 11
¢ Clubs Room, with Fr Joseph as Chaplain. See @uowcathsoc

: on social media

: Recycling bins

: Thank you for all of your donations towards our
: recycling initiative. Please note that the Vinnies
: Recycle Centre do NOT accept wine bottles.

: Thank you for not including these bottles.

AGEING WITH CONFIDENCE
Tuesday 9 June 9am - 1pm
The Fraternity Club, Fairy Meadow
Join us for a free community event featuring Dr
Emily Steel from the Australian Human Rights Com-
mission focusing on practical approaches to ageing |
well. Register by using the QR code or calling 1
1800 967 894. If you require transport, please 1
| contact Sr Kerry who is happy to assist. |

THE JOURNEY
CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAMME
— AIRS SUNDAY 17 MAY 2026

i The Journey is the weekly podcast for parishioners ===

¢ in the Diocese of Wollongong. Each week it brings ’

i you great music, formation in faith, with an array r g‘
i of fantastic presenters from our Diocese and
{around Australia.

Listen at www.jcr.org.au

EPHPHATHA: BE OPENED!
Calling young men 18-35 years old
Sat 13 June, 12:30pm for 1pm lunch
St Therese Parish Centre, West Wollongong | cost FREE

JOURNEY

|
|
|
|
How can we become more open to discovering God’s planin |
our daily lives? How do we know if we are called to marriage, |
priesthood or religious life? There are many opportunities 1
now available through the Vocations and Youth Ministries of 1
our Diocese, for young people to grow in faith and encourage |
each other. This is the first young men’s discernment event, |
I'for all unmarried young men aged 18-35 to join Bishop Brian |
' Mascord, the priests of the Vocations Team and our |
I Seminarians for lunch, formation, Q&A, one to one chats and 1
I Eucharistic Adoration. |
1 Register as soon as you can—through this QR 1
code or go to dow.sh/Ephphatha 1

If any young men or women would like help 1

discerning their vocation, contact Fr Duane at 1
vocations@dow.org.au 1

SANCTUS UNANDERRA
Wednesday 20 May 6:30pm to 7:30pm

: Sanctus is a monthly adoration night, bringing together youth :
: and young adults for a night of prayer and community! Eu- :
: charistic Adoration (inc Reconciliation and vespers) on this

: might will be led by Fr Duane Fernandez, followed by dinner

: afterwards at Unanderra Hotel.

I~ MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST |
| Friday 22 May 2026 | 6:30am—8:00am | cost $20

- Speaker: Ben Galea, Chief Operating Officer for the International
I Eucharistic Congress.

. Topic: Historic Eucharistic Congress 2028 I
* Where: Xavier Conference Centre, 38 Harbour Street, Wollongong -
I Book here dow.sh/MPB26 by Tuesday 19 May

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
19 - 21 June 2026
Location: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville

We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become
the best version of yourselves together and live your best life
in love!
Come and join us on 19-21 June 2026 at a Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW —
a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.
Book online at www.wwme.org.au
or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
WALK FOR LIFE

: Friday 22 & Saturday 23 May
: Join walkers raising praying for Australia for all life issues.
i Walk on either or both days, or for just a short section. B.Y.O
: Lunch, water and hat. Support vehicle provided, shuttle cars
: return pilgrims to point of departure on both days.
i Day 1: Kiama Coastal Walk to Gerringong (13km)
: Start 9:30am Kiama Catholic Church (Holy Mass) Finish 3:30pm Gerrin-
: gong Catholic Church (Benediction, confession, all night adoration).
: Day 2: Gerringong to Shoalhaven Heads (16km) Start 7:30am
: Gerringong Catholic Church (Holy Mass)
i info: Sue Hill 0435 336 195 E: sueandpeterhill@gmail.com


http://www.jcr.org.au
dow.sh/Ephphatha
https://web.thankqportal.com/cdowa/mens-breakfast-may-2026/#/stepper?pageId=17633
http://www.wwme.org.au

17 MAY 2026 - THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (YEAR A)

First Reading - Acts 1:1-11 Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave his
instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them
after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God.
When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised.
‘Itis’ he had said ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised
with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is
not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of
the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into the sky when
suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm - God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,

cry to God with shouts of joy!

For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,

great king over all the earth. R.
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.

Sing praise for God, sing praise,

sing praise to our king, sing praise. R.
3. God is king of all the earth,

sing praise with all your skill.

God is king over the nations;

God reigns on his holy throne. R.

Second Reading - Ephesians 1:17-23 He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you
to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories
he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell
from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named not only in this age but
also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people my gospel. | am with you always, until the end of the world. Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 28:16-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell down
before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teach them to observe all the commands | gave you. And know that | am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’




